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Joun Hesxins was born at Nailsworth, 
Gloucestershire, on the 24th of Novem- 
ber, 1778, and was descended, on the 
paternal side, from William Harding, one 
of the little band of praying men with 
whom the church at Shortwood origi- 
nated. It was in his house that meet- 
ings were held for prayer, with occasion- 
ally a sermon, from 1707 to 1715, when 
they were removed to alittle modest and 
unfinished structure on the site where, 
after three enlargements of the original 
building, the present large and substan- 
tial meeting-house was built in 1838. 
On taking possession of their humble 

sanctuary, thirteen persons united with 
~ each other in the fellowship of the gos- 


in securing the services of Benjamin 
Francis, whose pastorate extended from 
1758 to 1799; and under whose able 
and afféctionate ministry, the little cause 
rapidly and steadily advanced. Mr. 
H.’s mother was an eminently devoted 
Christian, exceedingly useful in her day ; 
and, even wp to the present moment, 
there are those who kindle at her name, 
and delight to speak of ‘her active benc- 
volence, and the affectionate earnestness 
which she employed to commend. the 
Saviour, and promote the interests of his 
cause. rginn Seared 

~ From a very early age, the subject of 
this memoir was distinguished by sweet- 


ness of temper and susceptibility of feel- 


pel, and were formed into a church of | ing. At that period, these qualities 


Christ. When the foundation-stone of 
the present edifice was laid, our lamented 
friend made a public and affecting re- 
ference to his great-grandfather, above- 
mentioned, in terms of honest and grate- 
ful satisfaction, avowing that he felt it to 
be a greater honour to have descended 
from an ancestor in humble station, who 
had been instrumental in planting a 
church of Christ, than if he could trace 
_ back his lineage to nobility, or even roy- 
_alty itself. Mr. Heskins’ father became 
a member of the church at Shortwood 
in the year 1752; he was chosen deacon 
about 1760, and held that office till his 
_ decease, May 2, 1813; having been a 
member of the church sixty-one years, 

and a deacon more than fifty years. He 
aman of sterling picty, of inflexible 


ss of purpose, an uniformly se- 
é nee and esteem of the 
vas his happiness to have 
e-minded men 


greatly endeared him to his immediate 
relatives, who in riper years were equally 
attracted by his devoted attachment to 
his parents, and his warm and tender 
affection for sisters who could at once 
appreciate and return his love. It does 
not, however, appear that his heart was 
savingly impressed till he had nearly at- 
tained to manhood. Still, the instruc- 
tions, the prayers, and the example 
of parents so distinguished for piety, 
were not without effect; for a sister, 
who survives him, well remembers that, 
while quite a child, he talked to her 


| about the Saviour, telling her of his com- 


passion while on earth, and presenting 
such a winning representation of his love 
as to make a strong impression on her 
mind. 

But though in his eighth year he could 
thus speak of the Saviour, the days of 
childhood and youth passed away with- 
out witnessing his conversion to God, 

I 
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Others looked on him with hope ; but, 
adverting to that period he himself says, 
“ Though outwardly moral, my thoughts 
were big with the lusts of the flesh, and 
I felt hatred in my heart to the holiness 
of the law of God. I did not see the in- 
finite evil of sin, nor the beauty of the 
way of salvation ; nor did I perceive the 
absolute need of a God-man Mediator, 
to save sinners from the curse of the law. 
It is true I had convictions, but they 
were very few, and very transient ; for 
sin being of such a hardening nature, 
the more I cherished it the more I was 
rooted in it, till at last I was brought to 
the verge of obstinate infidelity ; so that 
at times I deemed the sacred word of 
God to be invented and written by un- 
inspired men; and thus I trampled it 
under the feet of haughty pride and car- 
nal self-sufficient reason.” 

It is well known to surviving friends, 
that at the period referred to in the 
above extract, his mind had been unset- 
tled by the sophistries of deism ; but, as 
the darkest moments are those which 
immediately precede the dawn of day, so 
was it in his spiritual history. It pleased 
God at this crisis to remove by death 
one of his earliest friends and correspon- 
dents, Mr. T. Allsop, son of the respected 
Baptist minister of Culmstock, Devon. 
The reflections awakened by this event 
led to an eamest and faithful examina- 
tion into his own state; and this work, 
in connexion with the counsels of Chris- 
tian affection, and the statements of a 
searching and affectionate ministry, was 
blessed, not only to the defeat of an in- 
cipient scepticism, but to the surrender 
of his heart to God. To use his own 
words, “ convictions that had been stifled 
before were revived ; and I verily be- 
lieve, that, under the influence of effica- 
cious grace, they were made uncom- 
monly useful in tearing away the thick 
bandage of delusion which before had 
covered the eyes of my mind. Thus was 
shown me the long black catalogue of 
my sins, and my awful state by nature ; 
and the conviction was produced, that I 
should be utterly lost to all eternity, un- 
less redeemed from my inexpressible 
load of guilt by the all-atoning blood of 
the Lamb of God.” Thus was FS brought 
to Christ. Speculations, fancies, the 
dictates of carnal reason, the sophisms of 
infidelity, all gave way before that dis- 
covery of sin, and that revelation of 
Christ, which his soul now received. In 
mercy to himself—to the church which 


| often the enemy of souls coming in like 
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he loved so ardently and served so faith- 
fully—to the neighbourhood, in which 
by weight and excellence of character, 
he exerted so extensive and beneficial an 
influence—he was made a partaker of 
the grace of God. It was in December, 
1798, and in the twentieth year of his 
age, that he was baptized and admitted 
into the church at Shortwood by Mr. 
Francis, whose heart was cheered by the 
hope, that a youth of so much promise 
would in after life prove a blessing to the 
community by whom he was most cor- 
dially welcomed. And, though that ve- 
nerable man did not long survive that 
event, his successors in the ministry have 
seen the verification of his hopes, and 
have had abundant reason to bless God 
for giving them such a friend, and such 
a “helper.” 

The principles of the young disciple 
were soon and seyercly tested ; for at 
that early period, and for many succes- 
sive years, duty required a frequent ab- 
sence from home on journeys of busi- 
ness, and his letters convey a transcript 
of the reflections and emotions awakened 
by the scenes through which he was 
called to pass. In a communication ad- 
dressed to his sisters, bearing date Feb. 
24, 1800, and written on one of his com- 
mercial rounds, the following passage 
occurs: “ I acknowledge the corruptions 
of the heart to be very-powerful in all 
places, and at all seasons, but is there 
no difference in the position of that sol- 
dier who is with his comrades in a deep, 
entrenched, well-organized camp, and 
when called singly from the camp, and 
obliged to mingle with the foe? Such — 
is the case with your brother. At home 
encircled by pious friends, in regular at- 
tendance on the means of grace, and 
enjoying the ordinances of a well-or- 
ganized church ; abroad, conversant with 
very few, except those who are enemies 
to the cross of Christ: no prayer-meet- 
ings to enliven his devotion, and very 


nao. * 


oa 


a flood, and threatening to bear awa: 

every thing before him. But, after alk — 
this mournful picture, thanks to Sove- | 

reign Grace! I continue to abhor the | 
company of the vain and ungodly ; their. 
enjoyments are insipid to my taste; and 
U still love the habitations of his house, | 
and the place where his honor eth.” 
_ Other ae 
passage equally 
and eens 
which was pos 


© 


MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN HESKINS. 59 


very circumstances which are often and 
with great feeling deplored. For it is 
evident, that having few associates of 
kindred principles, he felt his depend- 
ence on God more fully than he might 
have done if constantly surrounded by 
those who “ feared the Lord, and thought 
upon his name.” Besides which, his in- 
timacy with ministers, and his occasional 
intercourse with Christians in other parts 
of the kingdom, gave him a knowledge of 
many events, favourable or otherwise, to 
the prosperity of churches, and the ge- 
neral interests of the Redeemer’s cause ; 
and thus greatly contributed to prepare 
him for the important position he was 
destined to occupy. 

In 1802 he was united in marriage to 
Sophia, second daughter of his beloved 
pastor, Mr. Francis. She still survives, 
and in her loneliness is consoled by the 
thought, that during the union which has 
now been interrupted, but which was 
extended through a period of thirty-six 
years, their domestic harmony was un- 
broken. 

From his first entrance on the fellow- 
ship of the church, Mr, H. devoted him- 
self to its interests, and entered with his 
whole soul into every thing which had a 
bearing, more or Jess direct, on the pros- 
perity of “his beloved Sion.” As before 
intimated, that holy man who occupied 
the pulpit during his early years, and 
whose soul rejoiced over him when he 
became the avowed disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, did-not long remain below, 
for he was welcomed to his eternal rest 


in December, 1799. But to his succes- 


sor, Mr. Thomas Flint, and again to his 
successor, Mr. Winterbotham, Mr. H. 
was warmly attached. In somewhat 
more than three years after Mr. W. had 
become pastor of the church, he was 
called to the office of deacon by the 
unanimous vote of his fellow-members. 
This was in 1807. In the month of June, 
1811, he was called by the church to 
exercise his gifts in the ministry of the 
word. It has always appeared to the 
_ .writer, to be one of the clearest proofs 
of his eminence in piety, that the dis- 
tinctions to which he thus early attained 
were never permitted to betray him into 
the assumption of importance, or the 


years especially, if he had been a weak 


tion would have inevitably called out his 
weaknesses, and disclosed the poverty 


| centred here. 


- airs of conscious superiority. In later , 


nan, or a man of inferior piety, his posi-_ 


of his principles ; since a variety of cir~ 


cumstances combined to throw into his 
hands a larger amount of influence than 
often falls to the lot of one man. But it 
may safely be affirmed, that in propor- 
tion to the responsibilities which were 
crowded upon him, his personal excel- 
lencies, and his aptitude for the duties of 
his station, became the more apparent. 
Retaining the devotion with which he 
had entered on the discharge of official 
duties, and now combining with it a ma- 
ture judgment, and a large share of ex- 
perience, he was enabled so to act as to 
enhance the respect with which he had 
previously been regarded. After Mr. 
W.’s lamented removal, and in the long 
interval during which the church was 
without a pastor, our admirable friend 
well sustained those engagements of a 
pastoral nature which otherwise must 
have been suspended. For three years 
did he untiringly lay himself out to meet 
the peculiar emergency, and with a suc- 
cess which he might not have been dis- 
posed to acknowledge, but which is 
gratefully attested by all who marked 
his movements and witnessed their re- 
sult. Having been released from the 
demands of a secular pursuit, he became, 
even more conspicuously than at an 


_ earlier period, the servant of the church. 


His anxieties, his prayers, his efforts, all 
In circumstances of diffi- 
culty, his calm prudence and affection 
did more than the most bustling habits, 
apart from an equal degree of those good 
qualities, could have effected ; while the 
soundness of his judgment, the depth of 
his piety, and the spirit of conciliation 
which he uniformly breathed, gaye him 
a hold on the hearts of his fellow-mem- 
bers which greatly tended to maintain 
the unity of the whole body; and it is 
an interesting fact, that during this pe- 
riod of pastoral destitution, ninety-two 
persons were introduced to the fellow- 
ship of the church. 

But, if this period be singled out as 
that in which Mr. H.'s peculiar qualifi- 
cations for office were most prominently 
displayed, it will not be inferred, that 
the other years of either his private or 
official connexion with the church were 
comparatively a blank, Others could 
better tell of his steady, uniform, and 
consistent walk ; and they could better 
narrate the evidences of his heart-felt. 
and growing attachment to the interests 
of Sion. But the writer may be per- 
mitted to express bis own conviction,— 
a conviction soon established, but 
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strengthened from day to day during the 
six or seven years with which it was his 
privilege to be associated in conference 
and in labour with hisnow glorified friend, 
—that rarely has a man combined in 
himself more of the best ingredients of 
the Christian, or more of the highest qua- 
lifications for the office which he so long 
filled. The unction which rested upon 
his own spirit, and his great kindliness 
of manner, rendered hima most valuable 
and sympathizing friend in the chamber 
of sickness ; while his just views of the 
gospel, his knowledge of the perplexi- 
ties in which the mind is often involved 
in the early days of spiritual light and 
feeling, and his facility in communicating 
counsel, richly qualified him as the guide 
and comforter of the inquiring and the 
sorrowful. 

The following extract is from a letter 
in reply to one he had received from a 
very dear friend, in whose spiritual wel- 
fare he evinced the deepest and most 
affectionate interest :—‘‘ When I re- 
ceived yours, I knew not what to say 
regarding the painful and unsettled state 
of your mind as it regards the best 
things. ..... T am like some medical 
practitioner, who sees the state of his 
patient, and deplores it, and the more 
deeply so, because he is entirely at a 
loss what remedy to reconmmend that 
has not already been proposed, or that is 
not already in hand, without as yet 
yielding the desired success. If 1 know 
your case aright, you are within view of 
the promised land. . You have bid- 
den farewell to the captivating but delu- 
sive pleasures of the world, and relin- 
quished many of ifs anxious and corrod- 
ing cares. And yet you linger on the 
borders of the blissful region, suffering 
yourself to be surrounded with shadows, 
and enveloped by an atmosphere of doubt 
and uncertainty. And why? Just be- 
cause simple faith does not stretch out 
the hand, and knock for admission, say- 


ing at, the same time, ‘ Lord, I believe, : 


help thou my unbelief’ Why is it that 
the Saviour is not obeyed, when he 
says ‘ Follow thou me’? Are the condi- 
tions too hard >—‘ He that will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me.’ I trust not ; 
but fully believe that he who hath begun 
the good work in you will carry it on. 
And as I think I see plainly ‘the green 
blade, I will indulge the hope that 


“the ear,’ and then ‘ the full corn in the 


car,’ will follow.” 
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Writing to the same friend, at a later 
period, he says, “In the case you so 
clearly make out of your own state of 
mind, while there is much to deplore 
regarding the absence of religious con- 
solation and peace, there is much that 
is favourable, and to me satisfactory. 
Whence springs that lively and quick 
perception of what is passing within? 
that jealousy respecting the increase of 
worldly principles and worldly feelings ? 
that fear of sin’s ‘benumbing and harden- 
ing influence?’ that increasing solicitude 
lest the concerns of time should super- 
sede or outweigh the things of eternity ? 
Whence, but from the divine principle 
within? .... To the cross alone we 
must resort with our burdened souls. 


‘There safety dwells, and peace divine !’ ” 


In another communication to the same 
correspondent, the following passage oc- 
curs: “That part of your statement 
which relates to your distress on account 
of the want of deep penitence on the 
review of your past transgressions, is a 
feature so common to real Christians, 
especially in the earlier periods of their 
renewed life, that it ought rather to be 
numbered among the evidences of your 
interest in the favour of God, than as 
any proof of the non-existence of con- 
verting grace.... Whence springs your 
present ‘deep eoncern at your own ig- 
norance and weakness—at the hardness 
and insensibility of your heart ?? Whence 
arise those earnest and anxious prayers 
(so suited to your present state of mind), 
‘Lord, open my eyes!’ ‘ Lord, melt my 
heart!” .... Whence can such feelings, 
and such expressions of deep feeling 
spring, but from the awakening, quick- 
ening, converting, and sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit ? 
prayer, ‘Lord, melt my heart,’ does to 
me strongly imply that the evil of past 
transgressions is viewed by you in such 
a light, as to increase your detestation 
of its monstrous guilt.... Let me beg 
of you, my dear friend, as God has given 
you to see the value of a throne of grace, 


The very. 


to go thither continually, with those most 


appropriate requests you have so often 
employed. .. You 


viour’s bitter sorrows 


} ill also derive great — 
relief by resorting in sacred meditation — 
to that spot, once the scene of our Sa-_ 


Raspes Pa. hat en eacia Re 
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possible, let this cup pass from me. 
Nevertheless, not what I will, but what 
thou wilt. You have doubtless heard of 
‘ Hart’s Hymns,’ and perhaps you have 
read the most valuable of the whole 
volume, ‘ Gethsemane.’ The concluding 
verse I cannot forbear transcribing : 
‘ Saviour ! all the stone remove 

From my flinty, frozen heart ; 

Thaw it with the beams of love, 

Pierce it with thy mercy’s dart; 

‘Wound the heart that wounded thee, 

Break it in Gethsemane !’ 
My prayers shall continually ascend on 
your behalf, that ere long your strain 
may be that of gratitude and joy.” 

The correspondence of which some 
specimens have been furnished, was of 
great service, and the friend to whom it 
was addressed is now a consistent and 
useful member of the church of Christ. 
In one of his latest communications to 
Mr. H., he thus affectionately refers to 
the benefits resulting from that corres- 
spondence of which some specimens 
have been furnished: “Do you some- 
times think, my honoured friend, of the 
children God has given you? I must 
claim to be ranked among them; for 
though very many and various are the 
means God graciously employed for my 
recovery, I can call none but you my 
spiritual father.” : 

The fear of extending this memoir to 
an inconvenient length prevents the in- 
troduction of other extracts from com-~ 
munications to which access has been 
obtained, and which would confirm the 
impression that in this department of 
christian labour, Mr. H. was enabled to 
combine the affection of a friend with 
the wisdom of “a scribe well instructed 
in the things of God.” 

While our lamented friend was thus 
actively discharging his official duties, 
and often engaged in religious corre- 
spondence, he was careful to secure time 
for the cultivation of his own mind, by 
reading the best authors in divinity and 
general literature, and especially by the 
devotional study of the word of God. 
This object was greatly facilitated by 
the habit of early rising, which he uni- 
formly observed ; and there can be no 
question but that the beauties of piety, 
by which he was so richly adorned, 
mainly resulted from his morning exer- 
cises in the closet. 

In addition to the engagements which 
so constantly demanded his attention, as 

an officer of the church, Mr. H. was 
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ever ready to listen to those calls which 
were frequently addressed to him to 
occupy the pulpit of neighbouring minis- 
ters, or to assist in the settlement of 
such difficulties as will sometimes arise 
in the churches of Christ. The estima- 
tion in which he was held, wherever his 
character was known, brought on him 
many an engagement of this kind, from 
which he would otherwise have been 
exempt; and rarely was his judgment 
thought to be erroneous, hever was his 
integrity suspected. 

In the associations of Baptist churches 
(formerly “The Western,’ now “ The 
Bristol”), with which Shortwood was 
connected, he was known as among the 
most regular attendants at the annual 
meetings; and as he entered heartily 
into the business of the churches, and 
was distinguished by his attachment to 
the interests of Sion, his character was 
highly valued by many of “the fathers,” 
whose fellowship in heaven is now one 
ingredient of his happinesss. Saffery, 
Ryland, Horsey, Steadman, Birt, Hall, 
and Saunders, were of the number of 
his friends on earth ; now together they 
sing the “new song,” and their com- 
panionship is immortal. 

Our lamented friend was a steady and 
decided supporter of the missionary en- 
terprise, and entered warmly into the ope- 
rations of other christian societies. Sun- 
day-school institutions greatly interested 
him ; and on many occasions the poetic 
talent which he possessed in no mean 
degree, was employed in their service. 

But though Mr. H. lived and breathed 
in an element of piety, it must not be 
thought that he lost sight of his temporal 
duties as a member of society, or aban- 
doneéd his rights as a Briton and a man. 
He was, indeed, “the Christian citizen,” 
firmly attached to the principles of civil 
and religious freedom. His conduct 
uniformly bore the stamp of high un- 
bending independence, and he so ful- 
filled his relations to the general interests 
of his country and of mankind, as to 
prove that his religion accompanied him, 
both to throw an air of christian dignity 
around his character while thus engaged, 
and also to preserve him from those 
injuries which the atmosphere of political 
strife too often inflicts. 

Thus did he pursue his course, win- 


| ning ‘golden opinions” from men of 


every rank and every class. In the 
church venerated, in the domestic circle 
beloved beyond the ordinary range to 
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which human affections extend, in the 
neighbourhood regarded as every man’s 
friend. Rarely does the character of one 
man secure a unanimous verdict ; yet it 
is believed that this was the case with 
our invaluable friend. The pious of 
every denomination saw in him their 
Master’s spirit ; while the scorner was 
refuted, and the profligate rebuked, by 
the silent but impressive lessons of his 
holy life. So that if the epitaph on his 
tomb had to be inscribed by the pen of 
irreligion herself, she might trace the 
words, ‘“‘ THERE LIES A MAN OF Gop !” 

It was towards the autumn of 1837, 
that the subject of this memoir began to 
weaken, and by some symptoms too 
obvious, though scarcely definable, to 
awaken the anxieties of those who, by 
domestic endearments, or by the bonds 
of Christian friendship, were deeply in- 
terested in his life. For many weeks 
hopes and fears alternated, till at length 


the latter painfully prevailed. Still, 
however, was this devoted man to be 
seen on his course of Christian service ; 
nor did he decline those long-loved en- 
gagements, till increasing feebleness, 
combined with the severity of the win- 
ter, compelled him to submit to com- 
parative seclusion. With the opening 
spring he was advised to try change of 
air; and this proposal Jed to a visit of 
several weeks duration into Kent, where 
he was received by a numerous, affec- 
tionate, and anxious circle of christian 
relatives, from one of whom the writer 
has received a communication contain- 
ing the following passage: “On our first 


interview, I was so struck with his 
emaciated form and impaired strength, 
as to lead me to anticipate the most 
painful result. Nor did many days elapse 
before I ascertained his own opinion. 
‘It has been my belief from the first,’ he 
remarked, ‘ that this sickness would be 
unto death, but I have no anxiety on 
the subject ; I am in the hands of my 
heavenly Father, and he may do with 
me as seemeth him good. One thin 

only do I dread; it is that my life ae 
be prolonged beyond the period when 
activity must cease, and I could no 
longer be useful in the service of my 
Redeemer. This I do dread, but not 
death.’ . .. His prevailing frame of mind 
was most enviable. Always serene, 
generally cheerful, contented with all. 


around him, and.grateful for every trifling | duced 


attention; it was a 
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tated for the enjoyment of social inter- 
course, as disease brought but few at- 
tendant pains, and his mental powers 
retained their full vigour... . Often, 
when silence might have been construed 
into indifference, 1 detected a glance, to 
me indescribably touching, which dis- 
tinctly told that he was bidding adieu to 
the object before him. Sometimes this 
impression was confirmed by a remark. 
On one occasion, having urged him not 
to linger too long over a landscape he 
had always admired, he observed, with 
a smile, ‘I have been taking my fare- 
well.” But it was at the family altar 
that the state of his mind was most 
clearly evinced. There, in the expres- 
sion of the most elevated thoughts and 
desires, did he appear to us as on the 
confines of heaven, and breathing already 
the atmosphere of that region of which 
he is now a blissful inhabitant.” 

The state of his mind at this period 
was beautifully exemplified by the fol- 
lowing incident, which is given in the 
words of another friend, who, next to 
himself, was most interested in it. ‘On 
one occasion I found him sitting alone, 
with his Bible in his hand; and as I 
approached he was evidently weeping. 
I withdrew. A few minutes after he 
came to me, and said, ‘My dear ——, 
you saw me affected just now; but they 
were tears of sacred joy, of ardent grati- 
tude. I was reading those words, It is 
finished! A finished Christ! a finished 
Saviour! and for me, for me, a poor 
guilty sinner !’” 

The following extract is from a letter, 
written about this time: “ You will, I 
know, be pleased to hear that it hath 
seemed fit to my almighty and gracious 
Father, while for the past six months 
he has afflicted me, and brought me 
low, to continue to me, with scarce an 
interval, the light of his reconciled coun- 
tenance, shining into my soul through 
Jesus. ‘Some seasons have been exult- 
ing, rapturous, almost overpowering, to 
‘my poor weak frame. ... The usual 
course of my experience, through my 
illness, has been calm acquiescence in 
the will of God, for life or death; and 
as dear Mr, Winterbotham said to me 
(the last words I ever heard him utter), 
‘I now know what it is to lie quite pas- 
sive in the hands of God’” 

One other extract must yet be intro- 
3 itis from a ‘communication ad- 


privilege to claim | dressed to-his brother-in-law and: sister, 


him for a guest. Nor was he incapaci- | during this visit into Kent, and soon 
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after they had been called to drink of 
sorrow’s bitter cup. “ You have proba- 
bly heard how merciful my heavenly 
Father has been to me in my affliction, 
by communicating strength, spiritual 
strength, equal to my day. I have not 
spent a gloomy hour. I have been en- 
abled to cast my guilty soul afresh on 
the all-sufficient atonement of the Lord 
Jesus, and found I was weleome to the 
fountain, for fresh applications of his 
pardoning blood. I have received new 
tokens of the imputation of his spotless 
righteousness, which is ‘unto all and 
upon all them that believe.’ ... In look- 
ing forward to death I could say, ‘O 
death, where is thy sting?’ Indeed the 
last few months, in the view of death, 
haye been the happiest I ever spent. . . 
I most deeply sympathize with you un- 
der the fresh bereaving stroke that has 
fallen on you. I trust you have been 
enabled to say, as on past occasions, 
‘The Lord gave,’ &e. In the case of 
the dear departed there was much of an 
alleviating nature... . Above all, her 
state of entire preparation for the solemn 
change. We do ‘not sorrow as those 
without hope; for if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again,’ &c. And as 
dear told us, on that memorable 
evening, the one before her departure, 
‘We shall not be long separated, you 
will soon join me.’ Oh, what hopes, 
what prospects, are the Christian’s! He 
has before him ‘an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for him.’ 


Still, with all this in view, it behoves us 


to adopt and carry out the spirit of that 
excellent verse : 


‘Yet with these prospects full in sight 
We'll wait thy signal for the flight ; 
For while thy service we pursue, 
We find a heaven in all we do.’” 


It was in the frame of mind indicated 
by these sentences, that our beloved 
friend returned to the bosom of his fa- 
mily ; and, while the increased effects 
of disease told but too plainly what the 
end must be, the sweet calm of his own 
spirit seemed to diffuse itself abroad, so 
that even those who most rainfull 
dreaded his removal, could not but cate 


some portion of that serenity which filled , 


his soul, and beamed out on all around. 
It was as though a spirit from the pure 
world above had lighted down to sojourn 


for a while among the scenes and sor- | 


rows of mortality, Nay, it was some- 
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thing still better than this—it was the 
presence of Christ with his suffering: ser- 
vant, first blessing him, and through him 
imparting consolation and peace to other 
bosoms. Such was the undisturbed 
calmness of his soul, that his own expe- 
rience might well suggest the sentiment 
he was heard to express—“I cannot 
think how a Christian can be agitated in 
prospect of death.” For some weeks 
after his return, he generally attended 
one public service on the Lord’s day; 
and the writer will never forget the 
manner in which he alluded to one sub- 
ject, which in truth had been suggested 
by his own case. The subject was “ the 
peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing :” and there was that in his 
look and tone which seemed to say, 
“Blessed be God, I know the truth of 
all that has been said, for I have that 
peace.” Though thus ripe for heaven, 
and willing to be gone, he was desirous 
that his life should be extended till he 
might witness the opening of the new 
mecting-house, then in course of eree- 
tion; and this privilege was permitted 
him on the 12th of September, 1838. 
On that occasion he attended the morn- 
ing service, and heard Dr. Leifchild, on 
the personality, deity, and agency of the 
Holy Spirit. On the following Lord’s- 
day he was present at two services, and 
enjoyed the ministrations of Mr. Mursell 
and Dr. Leifchild ; and, though the 
“outer man” was ina state of debility 
which caused many a sigh and many a 
tear-in the large assembly of attached 
and sympathizing friends,—his soul was 
full of gladness and of gratitude. Fora 
short season after this he was still to be 
seen in the house of prayer; and, at the 
social meeting in the vestry preparatory 
to the morning service, he poured forth 
the affectionate and earnest desires of his 
soul for the peace and prosperity of 
Sion. The writer has at this moment 
the image of the venerable man, then 
almost a glorified saint, as he knelt on a 
hassock at the table, and as with a voice 
which told of the grave, but with a soul 
consciously on the verge of immortal 
life, he seemed to lay hold on the Al- © 
mighty’s strength, and to be enjoying 
direct converse with the invisible God. 
To the very last moment in which his 
bodily strength would allow of any ef- 
fort, he was unwilling to let slip a single 
opportunity for usefulness. In some 
eases which awakened his anxieties, he 
sent for the parties and conversed with 
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them, and counselled them, as a man 
knowing the vast importance of chris- 
tian decision and consistency. In other 
instances he caused himself to be con- 
veyed to the scene of affliction, that he 
might tell yet once more of the precious 
Saviour, and speak of the unfailing con- 
solations of religion. His last visit, which 
was less than a fortnight before his own 
decease, was to the bed-side of a dying 
friend, the relict of a brother-deacon who 
had been removed a few months previ- 
ously. To her he presented the great 
truths which were the stay of his own 
soul, and dwelt on the joyful anticipa- 
tions they might indulge in reference to 
that meeting ina better state which could 
not be far distant. She preceded him to 
heaven. 

The last few days of his abode on 
earth were spent in quiet waiting for the 
hour of departure. No cares disturbed 
him—no shadow overhung his prospect 
-— he knew in whom he had believed.” 
For the church his affection remained in 
perfect strength, and in uninterrupted 
exercise ; but no anxiety, even for “his 
beloved Sion,” was now permitted to in- 
terfere with the unbroken repose of his 
soul. To his wife, to other much loved 
and long loved friends, he spake so 
cheerfully, and with such humble confi- 
dence, that to them it almost appeared a 
sin to lament his approaching death. 

One morning, in reply to an inquiry 
respecting his feelings, he said to his be- 
loved sister— = 


“ ¢Content my Father with thy will, 
And quiet as a child ;’ 


That’s how I am, my dear.” 

To a similar question, at another time, 
he replied with great energy, ‘Oh, very 
well! there’s not a single jar in the 
whole machine—it all goes smoothly.” 

One day, when really weaker, and 
less able to enjoy his food than usual, he 
looked up with a countenance full of 
gratitude and benignity, and said, “I 
wish all the world were as happy as I.” 

To a friend, who happened to remark 
that the weather was dull, he quickly 
replied, “ Oh, don’t say that any thing is 
dull here ! we don’t know what the word 
means.” Having walked round the gar- 
den one morning, and brought in some 
flowers, he said, “ How beautiful! and 
then to enjoy Christ in all!” His eyes 
were overflowing with tears as he spoke. 

One evening, as some friends were 
about to leave him to attend public ser- 
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vice in the house of God, he said, “ Ah, 
if I could, I would gladly go with you. 
Let us have that hymn, 


‘TI love the windows of thy grace 
Through which my Lord is seen.’ * 


He always wished the twilight hour to 
be spent in singing. 

One morning he told his sister, that if 
he had not, like Paul, been “ caught up 
into the third heavens,” he had enjoyed 
such manifestations of the love of Christ 
that he could truly say, “‘ Whether in the 
body, or out of the body, I cannot tell. 

Referring to the dying words of a be- 
loved niece, twelve months before, he 
said, ‘‘ What an expressive word that 
was of dear ——’s, ‘And you will soon 
come, uncle; I am glad I am going 
first ; Iam glad I shall not have to see 
you go.’” He then inquired which day 
she died, and added, “I shall soon be 
with her.” 

On the last Lord’s day evening he 
spent on earth, a beloved relative having 
in the course of his prayer at the family 
altar referred to his ardent love for the 
church at Shortwood, he was asked, if 
he had been able to join in this devo- 
tional exercise—“ Oh, yes,” he said, “I 
hope so— 


‘My soul shall pray for Sion still, 
While life and breath remains.’ ” 


A night or two before his death, his 
cough being worse than usual, he said, 
“This is sharp work; this cough will 
soon bring me down; but it must be 
met with christian-patience, and with 
uncomplaining complacency in my hea- 
venly Father’s will.’ 

On being asked by his beloved wife, 
if his waking hours during the preceding 
night had been comfortable, he said, with 
great emphasis, “Oh, delightful! I have 
had many things communicated to me 
of a most interesting nature.” Soon af- 
ter this, he was heard to whisper— 


« ¢None but Jesus, none but Jesus, _ 
Can do helpless sinners good.’ ” 


Something was then said to him about 


the peace of mind he enjoyed; he ~ 


uoted, as in answer to the observation,. 
those well known and expressive lines, — 


« Jesus, our great I ‘igh Priest, ee 
Hath full Acuna ada? ree wt 
Whenever he heard an allusion to his 
labours, he evinced the most ¢ nuine 
umility, and never suffered it to be sup- a 
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posed, for a single moment, that he 
could think with complacency on his 
ewn doings. On such occasions he 
usually said, “‘ My simple trust is in the 
finished work of the divine Redeemer ;” 
and would reply to an inquiry respecting 
the state of his mind, in the short but 
emphatic sentence‘ not a cloud! not 
a cloud !” 

The closing scene was now at hand. 
On the morning of Wednesday the 17th 
of October, the evidences of approaching 
dissolution were too distinct to be mis- 
taken. On the preceding day our be- 
loved friend had spent several hours in 
the sitting room, and on this morning 
too he was anxious to leave his couch 
and his chamber ; but, listening to ex- 
cuses for delay, it soon became impos- 
sible for him to reiterate his request. 
The writer was permitted a place in the 
sorrowing circle round that bed on which 
this man of God was “languishing into 
life,” and had the satisfaction of witness- 
ing the final triumph of the dying saint. 
A few short sentences were exchanged, 
“Do you now find the Saviour present 
with you, and precious to your soul?” 
“Yes, indeed, I do!” You will soon 
be with him.” ‘I hope I shall.” 
Shortly afterwards, a wish having been 
expressed that the writer would lead the 
devotions of that weeping group, he inti- 
mated to his dying friend that he was 
about to engage in prayer—an intima- 
tion which was welcomed with a benig- 


nant and satisfied look, and a kind and | 


gentle “Thank you—thank you!” These 
were his last words ; for during that en- 
gagement the power of articulation was 
ost, and in afew moments the ransomed 
soul ascended to its rest. 
The removal of such a man, in the 
resent state of society, is no common 
es The world has few such, and in 
the immediate circle from which he has 
been taken, his loss is irreparable. The 
estimation in which his character was 
held was strongly marked on the day of 
his funeral. Hundreds followed his re- 
_ mains; the pall was borne by six neigh- 
- bouring ministers; many shops were 
closed in the line by which the proces- 


the grave, and in the meeting-house, at 
least a thousand persons were assembled 
to pay their silent but cordial tribute to 
his worth. In severalof the neighbour- 
ing pulpits, funeral sermons were deli- 
vered on the following Lord’s day ; while 
at Shortwood, where he had so long and 
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sion moved towards Shortwood ; and, at | 
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so worthily sustained an official con- 
nexion with the church, an attempt was 
made to improve the dispensation in a 
discourse from Colossians i, 12, which 
was listened to by a very numerous 
audience, for the most part clad in the 
garb of mourners, gathered from the sur- 
rounding country, and from different 
sections of the church of Christ ; but all 
united in the opinion, that neither the 
world nor the church could well spare 
such a man, 


In this memorial, it has been the 
writer's aim so to present the character 
of his estimable friend, as to improve the 
reader, as well as to interest his mind. 
Mr. H. was not a man whose eminence 
could be ascribed to adventitious cireum- 
stances, or to the possession of mental 
endowments in which few men are per- 
mitted to share. Though his powers of 
understanding were originally good, and 
improved by habits of reading and re- 
flection, yet to his piety, deeply seated, 
and diligently cultivated, must be re- 
ferred both the charm of his personal 
character, and the rich combination of 
qualities by which he was fitted for most 
important service in the church of Christ. 
His religious views were moderately 
calvinistic ; and never was there a mind 
more impregnable both to ancient and 
modern heresies. Having at the com- 
mencement of his spiritual life sought 
after and found “the good old way,” 
the growing experience of his own heart 
confirmed his attachment to the unso- 
phisticated and ungarbled truth ; and 
that truth, clear of all extravagancies and 
whims, rendered him a holy, happy, and 
useful man. Its influence on him, and 
his attachment to it, combined to pre- 
serve him from those errors, both of sen- 
timent and of spirit, which have ever 
abounded in the antinemian school ; 
while he was equally secure from the 
more plausible and subtle inventions 
which even now disturb the peace of 
churches, and cripple the energies of 
good, though mistaken men. 

His conscientious and devout observ- 
ance of instituted means, was unques- 
tionably instrumental in promoting the 
maturity to which he attained. Indeed, 
the very theory which he was at first led 
to embrace, as it combined an entire de- 
pendence on the Holy Spirit, with a full 
admission of the value of all the divine 
appointments, was likely to conduce to 
this result. 
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Reference has been made to his early 
morning devotions in the closet. These, 
on the Lord’s day, were preparatory to 
a prayer-meeting, commencing at half- 
past six, from which he was rarely absent 
during a period of many years. In this 
social engagement his soul delighted, 
and from it he often carried away a 
frame so heavenly, that in the domestic 
circle and during the more public en- 
gagements of the day, he was evidently 
bearing about with him the vivid im- 
pression of “ things not seen.” 

As a hearer, he was remarkable for his 
attitude of fixed and prayerful thought, 
seldom appearing to notice any person, 
or any object, except that, occasionally, 
towards the close of the sermon, he 
would rise, with a heart full of love to 
the gospel, and to the souls of men, and 
by his look seem to say, “Oh, that these 
appeals may reach their hearts!” To 
the preacher he listened, not as a critic, 
but as a Christian; not with “itching 
ears,” but with a relish for the truth, and 
a desire to receive it for himself. Though 
to him every part of divine truth was 
welcome, that sermon best pleased him 
which, while it displayed the riches and 
the sovereignty of grace, divested the 
sinner of all excuse for unbelief, and 
pressed on the believer in Christ his ob- 
ligations and responsibilities. 

In reference to his official station, it 
has already been intimated that his 
qualifications were unusually ample. 
Prudence, zeal, temper, perseverance, a 
kind regard to the feelings of others, 
with a readiness to exercise the spirit of 
self-denial; these were among his pre- 
vailing characteristics. Though often 
prominent, and always active, there was 
no display, no dogmatism. It is not 
known, that by a severe remark, or a 
look of eakietece: he ever wounded 
the mind of a fellow-member ; while his 
devotion to the church, and his love to the 
brethren, combined with the gentleness 
of his manner, prepared him to become 
a peace-maker, and a healer of the 
wounded. - i 

Among the poor of the flock, Mr. H. 
was perpetually evincing the love of a 
brother in Christ. In a church which 
for many years had been steadily ad- 
vaneing in numbers, and which at the 
time of his decease consisted of about 
six hundred members, the great majority 
of whom are at all times exposed to the 
anxieties, and often to the sufferings of 


poverty, our lamented friend found am- | 
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ple scope for his “labours of love.” It 
was his delight to enter the humble 
dwellings around, and to offer the coun- 
sel and the consolation which his own 
heart most readily suggested. The greater 
part of his time was devoted to this 
employ ; and not only did the objects 
of his solicitude derive advantage from 
his attentions, but on the general state 
of the church their influence was highly 
beneficial. 

Of his pulpit exercises the writer never 
had an opportunity of forming an opinion: 
for himself; but from others he has 
learned that in that station, and in that 
employ, Mr. H. was distinguished by 
pathos and affection, while presenting 
to his hearers those evangelical senti- 
ments with which his own heart was so 
deeply imbued. Nor were his pulpit 
labours “in vain inthe Lord.” Immmor- 
tal souls were thus ‘‘made alive from 
the dead ;” and for him was prepared 
the unspeakable joy of being by them 
preceded or followed to the glorious in- 
heritance above. P 

This admirable man seemed to live 
but to do his Master’s work. ‘ For him 
to live was Christ.” When disease had 
weukened his frame, and rendered him 
incapable of exertion, no regrets for 
himself were heard; but it did some- 
times grieve him that he could no longer 
visit the habitations of the poor and the 
afflicted. ‘* It was in his heart” still to 
serve the Saviour in these “works of 
faith ;” but his labours were terminated, 
and his home prepared. 

Much of the foregoing memorial has 
necessarily been drawn from the testi- 
mony of those whose intimacy with this 
man of God was extended through the 
greater part of his valuable life. Still, 
the writer soon saw enough to convince 
him that his lamented friend was spe- 
cially raised up for the position he so 
honourably and so usefully occupied. 
Nor can he permit himself to lay down 
his pen without recording his grateful 
sense of obligation for the expressions of 
personal respect and kindness which it 
was his privilege to receive. Though a 
much younger and less experienced man, 
his mind was never pained by one par 
ticle of assumption or dictation ; but it 
was often cheered and animated by the 
prayers and the cordial reetings and 
the little quiet tokens cf affectionate 
interest which were supplied by his la- 
mented friend. The very 


asp of his — 
hand, and the benignant Satis “On the 
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Lord’s-day, often produced this convie- 
tion—“ His heart is all alive to the cares 
and fears which attend the minister of 
Christ in the discharge of his public 
duties.” In seasons of depression, his 
sympathy was sincere and prompt ; 
while the joys of success were heightened 
and hallowed by his warm-hearted gra- 


worth this feeble testimony is borne, the 
church has lost one of the best deacons 
that ever a church of Christ was blessed 
with, the minister feels that he has been 
deprived of a friend and coadjutor, of 
whom he must ever speak in the most 
unqualified terms of affection and vene- 
ration. 


If in his death, to whose 
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I—INVOCATION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
Morning, Jan. 1. 


Spirit Divine! of light and life the Sire ; 

Fountain of wisdom ; Guide to happiness !— 

T now invoke thine aid. ’Tis thine to bless 
With pure, with quickening, with celestial fire. 
While stepping on the threshold of a year 

Now just commenced, Oh, give my mind to feel 

Faith’s fervid glow—and hope, and christian zeal, 
By which my soul, her onward course may steer, 
Keeping the haven of rest full-in her eye, 

Her bosom opening to receive the gales 2 

Wafted from thee, blest Spirit !—while-she hails 
The dawning glories of eternity. 

Prepared for heaven, let thy full tide of love 
Bear me to brighter, purer scenes above ! 


IIL—TO MARY DEPARTED: FROM HER BEREAVED SISTER, H—. 


Tuov “rt gone from me, my Mary, and the place 
Where thou wast severed from my last embrace 
Is that same lonely chamber, whose deep gloom 
Hangs like the drapery of the silent tomb. 

Yet there I choose to linger! Yes, to me, 
Henceforth, that spot my loved retreat shall be ; 
Fond memory’s sanctuary! There I'll roam 
Over again with thee the scenes of home ! 
Delightful trance !—blest vision of the mind ! 
Which may not, would not, cannot be confined ! 


Thou ’rt gone, my Mary; and yet still thou ‘rt near ;— 
I feel thy presence, thy sweet voice I hear ; 
Thy seraph smiles shall gild my midnight hours ; 
Thy hand shall strew my daylight path with flowers : 
Pll join thee in thy rambles, blithe and young, 
Joy in thy eye, and truth upon thy tongue, — 
When flushed with health, with kindliest feelings warm, 
Ere yet disease had preyed upon thy form— _ 
When we, with blended hearts and kindred minds, 


- Gave fear and sorrow to the passing winds— 


Seeking the groves embowering cooling shade, 
Now gathering wild flowers in the opening glade, 
Or, seated near our sheltering favourite tree, 
Carolled our songs of love and liberty ! 
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I see thee in the onward path of life— 
Avoiding all the elements of strife, 
The child of peace, of meekness, and of love— 
Like some blest spirit, from the spheres above, 
Come down to sojourn for a season here, 
Ere she for ever shines, a seraph there! 
Thus didst thou then appear when led by grace, 
Most cheerfully, to take thy rightful place 
Within the fold of Christ. Thy plighted word 
Had long been given to him, thy loving Lord ! 


Thou’rt gone, beloved one ; yet still I sce 
Thy saintlike spirit bend to look on me ; 
And these are looks, which brighten while they move 
The tenderest passions of my heart to love— 
To love, like thine! which threw its sweetest rays 
On all around thee, through the long, dark days 
Of fading health, of wasting, slow disease— 
Giving full proof of the soul’s inward peace. 


Speak to thy sister still, beloved one ! 
And thou dost speak! I hear that silvery tone, 
That voice on earth to thee so kindly given, 
Has caught new melody from harps of heaven :— 
* Be not impatient, sister, to arise 
And share with me the triumphs of the skies ; 
But wait the Master’s call, thy Lord and mine» 
Knows the right period of thy life’s decline. 
He saw me weak, exposed to foes and fears ; 
And called me early from the vale of tears. 
*T was wise in him—’twas merciful—'twas best— 
So soon to take me to the promised rest, 
And such a rest !—so glorious—so sublime— 
Within this peaceful, holy, happy clime !— 
Bright be thy lamp, and white thy wedding-robe, ~ 
When called to leave the low, material globe ; 
Then be it mine to hail thy spirit here 
And pour these strains into thy listening ear— 
Come, kindred spirit, glory waits thee now, 
A crown unfading soon shall deck thy brow ! 
‘Come, sister Spirit,’ to the realms of day ; 
I call thee— sister spirit, come away!’ ” 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 


FROM PAXTON’S LETTERS FROM PALESTINE. 


I nave met with several things which |} “ They spread Absalom a tent on the 
struck me with some force as illustrating | top of the house.’’-—2 Sam. xvi. 22. 
Scripture. The roofs of the houses are There is usually a small railing, or 
flat, and a way is made to ascend to.the | elevation round the edge, to prevent any — 
top, which is a most pleasant place for a | from falling over; and the law of Moses — 
walk in the cool of the evening. “Sa-j| required them to make a battlement for — 
muel called Saul to the top of the house.” | this purpose.—Deut, xxii. 8. * 
—1 Sam. ix. 2,6. . : While some have tents on the top of 

A number of the houses have a kind of | the house, others have them out under | 
a tent at the top, made of reeds, &c., in| the trees; and the fig-tree and the vine, — 
which they sit, and I believe sleep. | having large shady leaves, dre very fa- 


as 
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vourable for this. Thus they sit “ under 
their vine and fig-tree.” And where 
they do not use tents, they are very fond 
of sitting out under the trees. They 
usually take out a straw mat, or small 
carpet, which they spread down ; some- 
times on this they lay their beds, and sit 
on them. They have not feather-beds 
as we have, but a kind of wool mattress, 
which is easily folded up and removed. 
Mr. and Mrs, ——, who are of our party, 
are natives of this place, and hopefully 
pious. They often take out their mat, 
and spread it down under a tree, and 
spend much of the day there. In our 
walks, we see many thus under their vines 
and fig-trees, whiling away their hours. 

Almost every night we hear music and 
dancing, at no great distance from us. 
The music is hardly worth the name—is 
a kind of beating, accompanied with 
some wind instrument, and serves to 
keep the time. The dancing, as it is 
called, is not much more than a slow, 
walking, stooping, changing of position. 
It has none of that active and fatiguing 
action which dancing has in the western 
world. The men and women do not 
join together in it. It is done almost 
wholly by men, and oftenold men. The 
women sit by and look on. 

There are few, if any, springs here, as 
we should call them, but wells; at least 
in all my walks I have not seen any. 
There is a low place, a little out of the 
city gate, where there are three or four 


wells. They are walled up, with a large 
flat area over them, in the middle of 
which isa hole, large enough to let down 
a bucket. There is no pump, or wind- 
lass, nor even a well-sweep, but a rope. 
The vessel used almost constantly for 
bringing water is a large jug, with two 
handles, and a small mouth. It may 
hold from two to four gallons. They tie 
the rope to the neck or to the handles, 
and let it down. It fills, and they draw 
it.up. In passing these wells, especially 
in the eyening or morning, you find a 
crowd of people drawing water. Some 
have mules and donkeys on which they 
carry it, usually having four of these 
water-pots, two swung in a wooden 
frame on each side of the animal. The 
others carry the jar on their shoulders, or 
rather on the back, held over the 
shoulder; but one hand is raised to sup- 
port it. You see no one carrying any 
thing in his arms, as is the custom with 
us, but upon the head or shoulders when 
not too large, otherwise upon the back ; 
even children are carried in this way—it 
is amusing to see the little things nding 
upon their parents’ shoulders. There is 
no vessel_attached to these wells; and 
thus we see the force of the saying of 
the woman, “ Thou hast nothing to draw 
with, and the well is deep ;” and thus 
Rebecca came “out with her pitcher upon 
her shoulder.” A large proportion of 
those whom we saw drawing water were 
females. 


THE PRACTICAL ADVANTAGES OF PA.DOBAPTISM. 


FROM “* JETHRO.” 


As things now generally stand, the 
pedobaptist theory is altogether without 
a particle of practice, beyond the affusion 
of water; it is every way unprofitable, 
and nothing supports it but blind cus- 
tom. In works upon the subject, we 
read of its uses and advantages; but 
when we walk abroad among the churches 
in quest of proof, we nowhere meet with 
an atom of fact to bear it out, What 
may be designated the law of the sub- 


ject, is a dead letter among us. Whether 


we look at the families, Sunday-schools, 
and churches of Baptists or of Peedobap- 


tists, we find no difference in their eco- 


nomy with respect to the care, culture, | 
and government of children. We have | 


a fine, a beautiful theory on the subject, 


but not a whit more of practice than | 
they. We have not even the shadow of | 


a different system of means! No’ one,‘ — 
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who was not otherwise apprized of it, 
would suppose, from aught that appears 
in the practical working of the two sys- 
tems of the Baptists and Peedobaptists, 
respectively, that there was the slightest 
dispute between the parties.—p. 221. 


The whole of this lamentable business 
is open to much observation ; but we 
forbear: suffice it to say, that this order 
of things cannot always last, and should 
be immediately abandoned. It surren- 
ders the whole argument for infant bap- 
tism; for it exhibits the ordinance, ap- 
plied to children, as an idle and unmean- 
ing ceremony. It does more ; it is 
fraught with boundless mischief to the 
souls of men, by its uniform and inevi- 
table tendency to help on a mortal delu- 
sion respecting their personal a ED 
p: 211. 
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Wuy is not India evangelized? Is it 
that the system of misanthropic supersti- 
stion which debases the intellect and the 
‘morals of the people, is so enchanting 
that its fascinations cannot be resisted b 
any who dwells within the sphere of their 
influence? The existence of a Mahom- 
medan population of many millions in- 
terspersed throughout its provinces, 
amounting in some districts to a twen- 
tieth, in others to a tenth of the whole 
community, is alone suflicient to dis- 
tove so disheartening a supposition. Is 
it that, like some recently decesenen re- 
gions, it has been inaccessible to the 
mote enlightened races of mankind? 
From the days of Solomon to the present 
time, it has had more or less commercial 
intercourse with those who have pos- 
sessed the inspired oracles ; and in va- 
rious ages endeavours have been made 


to exhibit to its inhabitants the excellen- 
cies of the Christian faith. Is it that in 
our times, since the revival of a mission- 
ary spirit in a purer form than it had as- 
sumed in previous centuries, India has 
been neglected, or overlooked ?—that 
neither Baptists nor Independents, Pres- 
byterians, nor Episcopalians, have dele- 
gated to their chosen representatives the 
work of proclaiming in India the un- 
searchable riches of Christ? Far from 
it: every active missionary society has 
within the last half century made India 
the field of some of its most energetic 
operations, and committed them to its 
most accomplished and devoted agents. 

Why then is not India evangelized ? 
The chief reason is, that nominal Chris- 
tianity, the true Antichrist, has prevent- 
ed it. Nominal Christianity, the bane 
of the church and the curse of the world, 
has interposed its destructive influences, _ 
and, like an immense Upas tree, over- 
shadowing the land, has counteracted 
effectually the efforts made by the spi- 
ritual husbandmen who have sown the 
good seed of the kingdom. 

Whether India was visited by any of 
the apostles, is an undecided question : 
reliance cannot be placed on the tradi- 
tions which refer to the labours of Bar- 
tholomew and Thomas. That Panteenus, 
of Alexandria, carried the gospel thither 
in the second century, has some evidence 
to sustain it; and, it is certain, that at 
the council of Nice, in 825, one Johannes 
subscribed its decrees as representative 
of “ Persia and the Great India.” But, 
with whatever degree of purity the 
Christian system may have been origi- 
nally taught there, it appears that the 
Indian churches partook of the prevalent 
degeneracy, the “ falling away,” predict- 
ed as part of the mysterious course of 
events in which human depravity and 


divine forbearance were to be displayed. 


During many centuries the Christian bro- 
therhood on the western coast of India 


retained the form of godliness more fully 4 


than the European churches ; though it 


|is to be feared, that even before they 


came into contact with the Portuguese 
adventurers of the fifteenth century, little 
if any of the spirit of true religion re- _ 
mained among them. “Their ck ) 4 
and practical system was corrupt, though 
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by no means so corrupt as that of the | 


church of Rome. They retained the 
doctrine of salvation by faith in the 
atonement of Christ; the necessity of 
regeneration by the Holy Ghost; and 
the Trinity in Unity as defined in the 
Athanasian creed, but without its dam- 
natory clauses. They rejected the pope’s 
supremacy, the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation, the adoration of images, the in- 
tereession of saints ; they knew nothing 
of confirmation, or purgatory, or prayers 
for the dead, or auricular confession, or 
extreme unction; they never dreamed 
of the celibacy of the clergy ; they re- 
-cognized but two orders of clergy, 
priests and deacons; and in all questions 
of doctrine they appealed to the autho- 
rity of Scripture as decisive, and not, 
hke Romanists, to any traditions of the 
fathers, or decisions of the church, or in- 
terpretations of their teachers. 

The Portuguese established themselves 
in Malabar, in 1502, under Vasco de 
Gama, who left the Tagus for the pur- 
pose, with a fleet of twenty sail under 
his command. The Christians, under- 
standing that he was the subject of a 
Christian monarch, and concluding that 
he was sent to take possession of India, 
expected to enjoy greater immunities 
under his government than they had re- 
ceived from their heathen and Mahom- 
medan rulers. They therefore besought 
him to take them under his protection, 
and defend them from the injustice of 
the petty rajahs-of the country. They 


had learned the history of their religion | 


only from the gospels, and a few tradi- 
tions preserved among them; and were, 
therefore, totally ignorant of the arro- 
gance and intolerance of the church of 
Rome. A vast addition was however, 
made to their knowledge very speedily. 
As the power of the Portuguese in- 
creased, they set themselves to bring the 
native Christians into subjection to the 
Romish see, and to convert their heathen 
and. Mahommedan neighbours. The 
kind of Christianity which they promul- 
gated will be readily understood from 
the account given by Francis Xavier, 
“the Apostle of India,” of his mode of 

rocedure, Ignorant of the language, 
ie procured a translation of the words 


of the sign of the cross, the apostles’ | 


creed, the commandments, the Lord’s 
‘prayer, the salutation of the angel, the 
confiteor, the salva regina, and the cate- 
chism. These he committed to memory 
as well as he could, and then sallied 


é 


forth to the work of conversion, which 


he himself deseribes in the following 
terms :— 


*T went about, with my bell in my hand, and 
gathering together all I met, both men and 
children, I instructed them in the christian 
doctrine. The children learnt it easily by heart, 
in the compass of a month; and when they un- 
derstood it, I charged them to teach it to their 
fathers and mothers, then to all of their own 
family, and even to their neighbours. 

“ On Sundays I assembled the men and wo- 
men, little boys and girls, in the chapel; all 
came to my appointment with an incredible joy, 
and most ardent desire to hear the word of God. 
I began with the confessing God to be one in 
nature, and triune in persons. I afterwards re- 
Sy distinctly, and with an audible voice, the _ 

ord’s Prayer, the Angelical Salutation, and 
the Apostles’ Creed. All of them together re- 
peated after me; and it is hardly to be imagined 
what pleasure they took in it. This being done, 
I repeated the Creed distinctly, and insisting on 
every particular article, asked if they really be- 
lieved it? They all protested to me, with loud 
cries, and their hands across their breasts, that 
they firmly believed it. My practice is, to make 
them repeat the Creed oftener than the other 
prayers; and I declare to them, at the same 
time, that they who believe the contents of it 
are true Christians. 5 : 

“ From the Creed I pass to the Ten Com- 
mandments, and give them to understand, that 
the Christian law is comprised in these precepts ; 
that he who keeps them all according to his 


duty, is a good Christian ; and that eternal life 


is decreed to him; that, on the contrary, who- 
ever violates one of these commandments is a 
bad Christian, and that he shall be damned eter- 
nally, in case he repent not of his sin. Both 
the new Christians and the Pagans admire our 
law, as holy, and reasonable, and consistent with. 
itself. 

“ Having done as I told you, my custom is, to 
repeat with them the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Angel’s Salutation. Once again we recite the 
Creed, and at every Article, besides the Pater 
noster and the Ave Maria, we intermingle some 
short prayer: for having pronounced aloud the 
first Article, I begin thus, and they say after 
me,—Jesus, thou Son of the living God, give me 
grace to believe firmly this first Article of thy 
Faith, and with this intention, we offer unto 
thee that prayer of which thou thyself art the 
author. ‘Chen we add, Holy Mary, Mother of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, obtain for us, from thy 


| beloved Son, to believe this Article, without 


feeling any doubt concerning it, The same me- 
thod is observed in all the other Articles; and 
almost in the same manner we run over the Ten 
Commandments. When we have jointly re- 
peated the first Greets which is, To love God, 
we pray thus: O Jesus Christ, thou Son of the 
living God, grant us thy grace to love thee 
above all things! and immediately after we say 
the Lord’s Prayer: then, immediately we sub-~ 
join, O holy Mary, Mother of Jesus, obtain for 
us, from thy Son, that we may have the grace to 
keep this first commandment. After which we 
say the Ave Maria. We observe the same me- 
thod through the other nine commandments, 
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with such little variations 4s the matter may 
require.” —Hough, pp. 177—179. 


This was the sort of Christianity re- 
ceived by those converts of whose num- 
bers Roman Catholics boast, triumph- 
antly contrasting them with the numbers 
reported by Protestant missionaries as 
the fruit of their labours. It must not, 
however, be supposed, that these were 
the only means employed to enlarge the 
fold or discipline the flock. A Mahom- 
medan writer describes the exertions of 
these successful Portuguese evangelists 
in the following affecting terms: 


“The believers of Malabar [the Mahomme- 
dans | were established in the most desirable and 
happy manner, by reason of the inconsiderable 
degree of oppression experienced from the rulers, 
who were acquainted with the ancient customs, 
and were kind to and protectors of the Mussul- 
mans; and the subjects lived satisfied and con- 
tented; but they sinned so that God turned 
from them, and did therefore command the Eu- 
ropeans of Portugal, who oppressed and dis- 
tressed the Mahommedan community, by the 
commission of unlimited enormities, such as 
beating and deriding them; and sinking and 
stranding their ships; and spitting in their faces 
and on their bodies; and prohibiting them from 
performing voyages, particularly that to Mecca ; 
and plundering their property; and burning 
their countries and temples; and making prizes 
of their ships; and kicking and trampling on 
their (the believers’) books, and throwing them 
into the flames. They also endeavoured to 
make converts to their own religion, and 
enjoined churches of their own faith to be 
consecrated; tempting people, for these ob- 
jects, with offers of money: and they dressed 
out their own women in the finest orna- 
ments and apparel, in order thereby to deceive 
and allure the women of the believers. . They 
did also put Haji’s, and other Mussulmans, to a 
variety of cruel deaths; and they reviled and 
abused with unworthy epithets the prophet of 
God, and confined the Mahommedans, and 
loaded them with heavy irons, cone sine them 
about for sale, from shop to shop, as slaves; en- 
hancing their ill-usage on these occasions, in or- 
der to extort the larger sum for their release. 
They confined them also in dark, noisome, and 
hideous dungeons; and used to beat them with 
slippers, torturing them also with fire; and sell- 
ing some into bondage, and retaining others in 
their servitude as slaves. On some they imposed 
the severest tasks, without admitting of the 
smallest relief or exemption, Others they trans- 
ported into Guzerat, and into the Concan, and 
towards Arabia, being places which they them- 
selves used to frequent, in the view, either of 
settling or meeined therein, or of capturing 
vevsels.. In this way they accumulated great 
wealth and property, making captives also of 
women of rank, whom they kept in their houses 
till European issue was procured from them. 
These Portuguese did, in this manner, also 
seize on many Seyyuds, learned and principal 
men, whom they retained in confinement. till 
they put: them to death, thus prejudicing and 


soon found that those missionaries, whom 
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distressing the Mussulmans in a thousand ways ; 
so as that I have not a tongue to tell or describe 
all the mischiefs and mortifications attendant on 
such a scene of evil.”— Hough, pp. 264, 265. 


It was thus that the religion of the 
West was originally recommended to the 
attention of the Eastern nations. ‘* You 
preach Christ crucified to us,” said Ge- 
malio, a native of distinction, “and at 
the same time crucify those whom you 
have persuaded to believeon him.” Hi- 
daleaon, a Mahommedan prince, in an 
address to his officers, gave the following 
just summary of the deeds of the Euro- 
pean advocates of the gospel :— 


“The Portuguese at first came among us un- 
der the character of merchants, promising to 
help us to several goods that we wanted; but 
that afterwards, by making of trifling presents 
to some weak princes, and other arts, they had 
obtained leave to build storehouses for their 
wares, upon the coast; but that instead of ware- 
houses, they had built fortresses, by which means 
they had strengthened themselves so in India, 
both by sea and Jand, that it was more than 
time for the natives to look about them, and to 
join together to extirpate such cruel tyrants, 
and ravagers of so many kingdoms, and enemies 
to the general quiet and commerce of the world; 
and that for one thing especially, which was 
what no patience was able to endure, their com- 
pelling the Indians in all places, where they had 
Led to change their religion.” — ss ea 
p- 268. 


Deception was employed, in other 
cases, to induce men to assume the 
Christian name, and submit. themselves 
to the Romish teachers. Some of the Je- 
suits introduced themselves to the Hin- 
doos as Brahmans of a superior order 
from the western world, assumed heathen 
names, and conformed in every respect 
to the customs of that haughty and ex- 
clusive caste. Robert de Nobili pre- 
tended to be a Brahman of the highest 
order, and, as his admiring biographer 
declares, “‘ to stop the mouths of hie op- 
posers, and particularly of those who 
treated his character of Brahman as a 
deception, he produced an old dirty 
parchment, in which he had forged, in 
the ancient Indian characters, a deed, 
showing that the Brahmans of Rome 
were of much older date than those of 
India, and that the Jesuits of Rome de- 


scended in a direct line from the god 


Brama.” They clothed themselves with 
the Brahminical vestments, exacted the 
same reverence as the Brahmans received, 
and prospered gloriously till the impos- 


ture was detected. But, as one of their _ 


own order has recorded, “the Hindoos 


i 


ve 
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their colour, their talents, and other qua- 
lities, had induced them to regard as 
such extraordinary beings, as men com- 
ing from another world, were in fact no- 
thing else but disguised Fringy (Euro- 
peans): and their country, their religion, 
and original education, were the same as 
those of the vile, the contemptible Frin- 
gy, who had of late invaded their coun- 
try. This event proved the last blow to 
the Christian religion. No more conver- 
sions were made ; aposfasy became al- 
most general in several quarters; and 
Christianity became more and more an 
object of contempt and aversion, in pro- 
portion as the European manners became 
better known to the Hindoos.” 
These matters are fully illustrated in 
Mr. Hough’s History ; a work of consi- 
derable research, and written in a bene- 
volent and pious spirit. He tells also the 
painful tale of the manner in which the 
Syrian churches in Malabar, and their 
teachers, were compelled by chicanery 
and force to succumb to the power of 
Rome ; the correction of their copies of 
the Syriac New Testament by the Vul- 
gate ; and the destruction of their an- 
cient documents and records. He gives 
at large, in 170 closely printed pages, the 
acts and decrees af the Synod of Diam- 
per, and records the practices of succes- 
sive emissaries of Rome, of one of the 
last of whom, his approving historian 
tells, that “what he could not accom- 
plish by persuasion, he endeavoured to 
effect through the authority of the native 
princes; so that by imprisonments, se- 
questrations of property, and similar 
means, he managed to gain over many 
souls, and to bring the whole country 
into the right way.” Yet, under the in- 
fluence of prejudices which are not pecu- 
liar to Mr. Hough, though in him more than 
commonly surprising, this worthy man, 
whose volumes teach so plainly that the 
ark is never so much endangered as 
_ when supported by unhallowed hands, 
_netually blames the British government 
_ because it has exhibited “nothing like 
_ the practical recognition of the duty 
which other powers had given, to estab- 
lish missions for the avowed object of 
converting the heathen to Christianity !” 
What British statesmen and nominal 
Christians have done for Christianity in 
India, we shall however see presently. 
The system which under the name 
of religion, has, for many ages, debased 
_ and demoralized the greater part of In- 


dia, is described by Dr. Duff very fully, 
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both in its theory as a system of pan- 
theism, and in its practice as a system of 
cruelty and superstition. He discusses 
at considerable length the means by 
which the conversion of its victims should 
be attempted; the most effective of 
which will be, in his judgment, the em- 
ployment of native preachers, thoroughly 
tramed to the work by an adequate 
course of instruction ; and to the pro- 
duction of such well qualified labourers, 
he thinks that European missionaries 
should give their principal attention. He 
refutes in detail objections of various 
kinds to missionary undertakings, gives 
an account of the proceedings of the 
missionaries of the church of Scotland in 
Calcutta, and urges the augmentation of 
contributions. But here again nominalism 
meets the missionary, and damps his 
hopes, while he contrasts “the scanty, 
stinted, and shrivelled offerings of the 
professed worshippers of the true God in 
a Christian land” with the gifts of a 
wealthy idolater, expending on a single 
festival upwards: of thirty thousand 
pounds sterling, and afterwards -ten 
thousand pounds annually to the termi- 
nation of his life; and the yearly expen- 
diture of at least half a million in Cal- 
cutta alone, at the Durga Pujah festival. 
What could the inference drawn by the 
heathen be, he asks, if rightly interpreted 
and embodied in words ft 

“What could it be but this? ‘Ifthe amount 
of free-will offerings be a measure of sincerity in 
our religious profession; surely our sincerity 
must~be a hundredfold deeper than yours. If 
extent of sacrifice of worldly substance, to which 
we all so naturally cling, be a measure of our 
love to the object of worship; surely our love to 
our god, which you reckon a poor dumb idol, 
must be a hundredfold more intense than yours 
towards Him whom you profess to regard as the 
only true God and Saviour. If visible fruits he 
the test of reality of faith, surely our faith in the 
truth of our religion must be a hundredfold 
stronger than your faith in the truth of yours. 
Indeed you seem to have scarcely any faith at 
all, And the little you do, has the appearance . 
of being designed to save you from the eharge of 
open infidelity, rather than to indicate a heart- 
felt interest in promoting the cause and honour 
of your God.’ If a rebuke so cutting, from a 
quarter so unexpected, do not lead to amend- 
ment and increase in your Christian liberalities, 
rest assured, that these poor, blinded idolaters, 
whom you affect to view with pity and compas-~ 
sion, will one day rise up in judgment and con- 
‘demn you.”—Duff, pp. 232, 233. 


Mr. Campbell’s is an_ interesting 
volume, which deserves an extensive cir- 
culation. He was nearly twelve years 
an agent of the London Missionary So- 
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ciety at Bangalore, and he las made use 
of his opportunities to observe, as well as 
of his acquaintance with general litera- 
ture, to produce a very good and com- 
prehensive work on British India. He 
describes powerfully the difficulties 
which Christianity has to encounter, aris- 
ing from native reminiscences of the 
past achievements of its nominal adhe- 
rents. 


“ During the first three centuries after the 
landing of Europeans in India, the natives hada 
most deplorable specimen of their character and 
principles. If the Portuguese, the Jesuits, and 
the whole Catholic party, only fomented in- 
trigues and cabals to advance their interests, 
converted the various settlements into so many 
depots for spoliation, rapine, and empire, and 
rendered their religion a handmaid to their com- 
merce; their worldly greatness, and their own 
rapacious designs,—the British and the Protes- 
tant party threw off every restraint, lived like 
infidels and heathens, indulged in every species 
of riot, and disregarded the authority of God and 
of men. As soon as a young man left his coun- 
try, it was understood that he left his religion 
behind him ; and, whatever might be the educa- 
tion which he received, and the principles in 
which he had been trained, he was regarded as 
an advocate of infidelity and ungodliness. No 
sooner did he land on the shores of India, than 
he was surrounded by the votaries of fashion 
and the world, who would not suffer him to leave 
their society till they had initiated him into 
their system of depravity, till they had made 
him more the child of the devil than he was be- 
fore; till they had compelled him to fight his num- 
ber of duels, and very probably imbrue his hands in 
blood. What, in those days, was the representa- 
tion which was given of our holy religion to the 
natives of India? It was held up to their view 
as a religion of revenge, of avarice, of malice ; as 
a religion that encouraged every evil passion, 
every wicked word, and every ungodly work ; as 
a religion which gave a license to its votaries to 
indulge in the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life. When the mission- 
aries went among the heathen to poe the 
gospel, what was the reply which they met with? 
© Why do you come amongst us? hy do you 
not try to teach and to reform your own coun- 
trymen? What! would you have us to adopt 
such a religion as yours? to abandon the system 
of our ancestors to become drunkards, and 
swearers, and blasphemers, and adulterers? to 
call our friend or our neighbour out into the 
field, and fire at him and murder him? You 
tell us, that if we remain heathens we shall cer- 
tainly perish; but it is better that we should 
thus suffer, than adopt such a religion as this.’ ” 
—Campbell, pp. 168—170. 


The British are not the only Protes- 
tant missionaries whose efforts have been 
counteracted thus by their own country- 
men. At the beginning of the eighteenth 


- century, Zeigenbalgh and Plutscho, two 


excellent young men from Denmark, 


went on the errand of merey to Tran~ 
quebar, 


“ After their arrival at Tranquebar, discou- 
ragements soon attended their steps. Like all 
Europeans who visited India in those days, 
their own countrymen were more intent upon 
making fortunes, than on setting examples of, 
virtue to the heathen. They scorned, they ca- 
lumniated, they persecuted the missionaries ; 
they hated them for the truth’s sake that was 
in them, and for the testimony which they bore 
against their works of darkness; and on one 
occasion the governor arrested Zeigenbalgh, and 
confined him four months in prison. Such 
scandalous conduct would have been little to 
the missionaries, had it only affected themselves. 
But, alas! it had most injurious effects upon 
the cause of God among the heathen, and it 
therefore wounded them the more. The lan- 
guage of the natives, expressed in their bad 
English, used then to be, ‘ Christian religion, 
devil religion; Christian much drunk; Christian, 
much do wrong; much beat, and much abuse 
others.’ ‘ Truly,’ says an author of that day, 
‘it is a sad sight there to behold a drunken 
Christian, and a sober Indian; a temperate 
Indian and a Christian given up to his appetite ; 
an Indian that is just and square in his dealings, 
and a Christian that is overreaching and exor- 
bitant; a laborious Indian, and an idle Chris- ~ 
tian, as if he were born only to fold his hands. 

Oh, what a sad thing it is for Christians to _ 
come short of Indians, even in moralities ! come 
short of those who themselves believe to come 
short of heaven.’ & 

“Nor was this all. But these very Danes 
who ought to have supported the truth, scoffed —_ 
at Christianity, laughed at the heathen who 
became anxious about their salvation, and told 
them often that.they were better in their own re> 
ligion, than to make themselves mean and con- 
temptible by embracing ours.”—Campbell, pp. 
136, 137. £ 4 sindiiold: 


Nor is it only by their general charac- 
ter, prejudicing men against the gospel, 
that nominal Christians have impeded 
the message of salvation. Worldly — 
policy has caused professedly Christian 
rulers to sanction idolatry, and place 
positive hindrances in the way of those 
who might desire to enter the narrow _ 
road which leads to life. The opposition — 
made to the emigration of missionaries ~ 
thirty years ago is in the recollection of — 
the reader; and though by the strenuous — 
exertions of the friends of truth, the | 
legislature was induced to insert a clause — 
in the charter of the East India Com-— 
pany, securing the passage of mission~ 
aries to the field of labour, there are still 
in existence laws and customs which 
degrade native converts, and encourage 
the worship of idols. 

“Taking a mission tour 
the Salem province, we cam 
Panlgode. A. splendid temple overshado’ 
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hundreds of Brahmins, maintains them in idle- 
ness and sin; and such s the noise with which 
idolatry is sustained, that you might fancy the 
shout was ringing night and day in your ears, 
‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians.’ After the 
gospel was fully and faithfully declared among 
the people, and in the neighbourhood of the 
Pagoda, there rose a Brahmin.to reply. ‘ Who 
are you,’ said he, ‘that come here to find fault 
with our religion? What may be your names ? 
Is not this temple supported by the British 
government? The Brahmins, the priests, the 
dancing-women, and all the attendants upon 
the altar, do they not receive their monthly 
allowance from the public treasury? The en- 
dowments, the internal economy, the times of 
worship, and the celebration of the festivals, are 
they not all under the care and superintendence 
of the collector? Do not European ladies and 
-gentlemen make presents to the god? Why, it 
was only the other day that a battalion of Sea- 
poys was passing this road; the cholera was 
among them ; their commanding officer gave 
them fifty rupees to purchase sheep, and to pre- 
sent a sacrifice to Kalee, and when they were 
offering these sheep to propitiate the goddess, 
that commanding officer came himself, and 
-bowed down to the image. Who then are you 
that come here to scandalize our divinities?’ 
What answer can be made to such statements 
as these? Nay, how can we justify ourselves, 
and support our declarations, without condemn- 
‘Ing the government, and denouncing its incon- 
sistency ? 

“During this journey through Salem and 
Coimbatoor districts, there was scarcely a town 
of any importance where there was not a tem- 
‘ple thus supported. Idolatry was seen in a most 
flourishing condition. The pagodas were kept 
in excellent repair. At an appointed hour, both 
morning and evening, the tomtom was heat to 
summon the votaries to worship. The full com- 
plement of priests, servants, and dancing-girls 

“was maintained. Nothing was wanting to ren- 
der the religion of Vishnu and Seeva respect- 
able in the eyes of the multitude. But under 
whose supervision was this grandeur and mag- 
-nificence displayed? Under that of the British 
collector, and according to the orders of a pro- 
fessedly Christian government, As we descended 
upon the Mysore, which up to that period had 
~been under the rule of our independent and 
-idolatrous prince; what was the state of pagan- 
ism in that province? Strange as it may appear, 
the pagodas were neglected and impoverished ; 
and where it might be supposed that Hindooism 
would be most prosperous, the idols were fast 
falling into disrepute. But this abandonment 
did not long continue. No sooner did the 
British undertake the superintendence of the 
province than the neglected system began to 
yevive. In the end of 1835, a festival was cele- 
‘brated in Bangalore, in honour of the idol 
Venkuttranmannu. For six or seven years 
revious, that shrine had been disregarded, but 
it was now renewed under the patronage of the 
government; and the subedar, as the native 
_ authority, laid a tax upon every house, and was 
exacting it with the strong arm of power, to 
celebrate the feast, while the people were loud 


ing it illegal and oppressive, and declaring that 


ft 
- their complaints against this measure, deem- 


- 
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they had never been so taxed under the rajah. 
This instance proves not only that the govern- 
ment patronage is continued as before in their 
own provinces, but that in a kingdom which 
has recently fallen under their authority, where, 
under its native prince, idolatry was neglected, 
and where it might have safely been left to the 
support of its votaries, the British government 
has gratuitously given its sanction to its revival 
and establishment.”— Campbell, pp. 497—499. 


“The following is an extract from the regula- 
tions of the Madras government, 1816: ‘ Par. 6. 
The Zillah judges shall recommend to the pro- 
vincial courts, the persons whom they may deem 
fit for the office of district moonsif ; but no per- 
son shall be authorized to officiate as a district 
moonsif, without the previous sanction of the 
provincial court, nor unless he be of the Hindoo 
or Mahommedan persuasion.’ In reference to 
this regulation, and when he was at Tanjore, 
Bishop Heber remarks, ‘Will it be believed that 
while the rajah kept his dominions, Christians 
were eligible to all the different offices of state, 
while now there is an order of government against 
their being admitted to any employment 2 Surely 
we are, in matters of religion, the most lukewarm 
and cowardly people upon the face of the 
earth.’ ”—p. 480. 


Mr. Massie may be regarded as an in- 
dependent witness in every thing refer- 
ring to missions, being, we believe, un- 
connected at present with all missionary 
societies. He has, however, a missionary 
heart ; and his volumes, the contents of 
which are very diversified, will be certain 
to find acceptance among: the religious 
portion of the community. His style is 
lively, and there is an apparent honesty 
and love of freedom in his manner of 
writing, which cannot fail to please 
intelligent and liberal-minded_ readers, 
Could we do so consistently with other 
claims, we would give many extracts 
from his work, confirming and illustrating 
positions which we have already laid 
down. For example :-— 


“The Government of Britain, as exercised in 
India, have upheld the sacred places—the 
mosques of their Moslem predecessors; they 
have sanctioned and regulated, as by a legal 
calendar, the great feasts of Hindoo idolatry . 
the temples held most sacred, the gods most 
honoured, and the festivals most generally ob- 
served, have been protected, represented as 
sacred, and made a source of Government re~ 
venue. Solemn treaties have been made between 
British rulers and Hindoo gods; the great idols 
have been clothed, under the orders and subject 
to the directions of Government, with English 
broad-cloth, and their table furnished with a 
daily provision from the Company’s godowns. 
Missions, to arouse the fervour and increase the 
number of their devotees, have been sent forth 
and rewarded under the arrangements and presi- 
dency of the British; the priests have been 

id, and their licentious orgies and courtesans 

dive been provided for from the treasury of the 
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Government. The highest and most officially | 
dignified functionaries have been seated at the 
gates of idol temples, and received the revenue 
—the pilgrim tax; and men called Christians 
have been required to do honour to the stocks and 
stones, to fire salutes, and walk in processions 
when these images were carried forth, reverenced 
and adored. Christian worship has been neg- 
lected, and in some cases set aside, and the day 
which God has made for himself has been pros- 
tituted to the services of the mock deities by 
British authorities, civil and military. An ig- 
nominious brand has been fixed on the name of 
Jesus, and converts to his faith from among the 
Hindoos have been removed from offices of 
trust, have been excluded from the Indian army, 
and refused the distinction or emolument of 
government service. I state all these matters, 
not upon hearsay report, or the calumnies of 
enemies or alienated friends: these things were 
not done in acorner. Christian missions were 
first resisted, opposed, and contemned; and 
afterwards the labours of pious and devoted 
men were interdicted or placed under surveil- 
lance, because the Government had covenanted 
the protection of idol worship to the poor delu- 
ded devotees. Difficulties and impediments, 


the censorship of the press, dismissal from 
office, or removal from the country, were the 
obstacles or the penalty in the way of benevo- 
lent efforts to enlighten the people on the sub- 
ject of Christianity; while the lives of the 
great majority of the men called Christians 
were more depraved by licentious intercourse, 
by impure conversation, by dissipation, and an 
outward disregard to all the forms and obsery- 
ances of religion, than were those of even many 
of the heathen themselves—than some whom I 
have met among the Brahmins, as well as other 
castes.” —Massie, vol. i. pp. 277—279. 


The number of Roman Catholics in 
the East is, according to Mr. Massie’s 
estimate, very considerable. Referring 
to the burning of the Syriac and Chal- 
daic books by Menezes, Archbishop of 
Goa, in 1559, he exclaims, 


“ Ruthless Goth! A fit instrument to usher 
in the reign of superstition, and to extend the 
kingdom of darkness! The ultimate consum- 
mation of these plans has been, that, in the year 
1810, the members of the Roman Catholic com- 
munion amounted in India to about seven hun- 
dred thousand; in China, Tonquin, Cochin 
China, and Siam, according to their own re- 
pe to five hundred and eighty-five thousand, 

the latter countries their ecclesiastical corps 
numbered two hundred and thirty-one native 
priests, forty-three European missionaries, seven 
apostolic vicars, and fourteen bishops ; while in 
India these emissaries of Rome might be-esti- 
mated at three thousand priests, and twelve or 
fourteen bishops, who divided the lordship of 
the poor, misguided, and ignorant people; be- 
sides various orders of monks and other regular 
ecclesiastics, Carmelites, Capuchins, Augusti- 
nians, and Jesuits, who, as locusts, which go 
forth to eat up and destroy, are in India, as 
in every country over which they wander, oppo- 
sers of that which is good.”..........,.° For it is 
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but too true, that the papacy, from whose tmin- 
isters the wounded and inquiring spirits of 
aroused Brahmins and other Hindoos can derive 
no satisfaction, is spread as a mock gospel, as a 
foe to the truth in the East; and is, next to the 
wicked lives of professors, the most perplexing 
and dangerous to the half-informed minds,”— 
Massie, vol. ii. pp. 82, 83. 

Christ will triumph over antichrist at 
last, for he is almighty. He will pour 
down his Spirit from on high, and nomi- 
nal Christianity shall cease to occupy 
that place in the public eye which right- 
fully belongs to the “ kingdom of priests, 
the holy nation, the peculiar people.” 
But the mischief that nominal Christian- 
ity has done must never be forgotten. 
Would that it were even now fully un- 
derstood by the sincere and zealous ser- 
vants of him whose kingdom is not of 
this world. Of the pious men whose 
productions are before us, two are friends 
to the existence of legislative mechanism 
for upholding the forms of religion, and 
including in a national church worldly 


| persons, who, while they bow to the 


name of Jesus, are still sacrificing in 
spirit and in truth to mammon. But 
when will our brethren of other denomi- 
nations, who renounce state churches, 
perceive, in their full extent, the causes 
of that corruption of Christianity which 
they sincerely deplore? They see the 
external tokens of the leprosy by which 
the church has been despoiled of her 
beauty, and incapacitated for healthy 
exertion ; but they do not see whence 
the malady has been absorbed into the 
system, in what early and fatal mistake 
it had its origin. They see that the 
church and the world haye been blended, 
and that nominal allies have enfecbled 
the band which, had it been like Gideon’s 
army, would have proved triumphant ; 
but they do not perceive that it is peedo- 
baptism that has done this. The admin- 
istration of the initiatory ordinance to 
the unregenerate, not casually and by 
mistake, as will be the case in the purest 


communities, but systematically and by ~ 


wholesale, has inundated the church with 
semi-professors, nominal adherents, re- 
cipients of the form while devoid of the 
spirit ; has lowered the standard of reli- 


gious propriety ; has diluted. the leayen ~ 


which should have leavened the lump; 
has been the first in a series of downward 


brethren see that, like some other fruits 


cy 


steps, the ultimate results of which are 
manifest and appalling. When will our — 
of human expediency, the introduction — 
of unconyerted infants to the Christian 
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profession destroys more souls than it 
saves? They extol it as theoretically 
advantageous to their children, while 
Some of them lament that it is practi- 
cally ineffective. When will they con- 
sider its tendency to confound the church 
with the world, to demolish a middle 
wall of partition between them which 
Christ himself erected, and to introduce 
into his camp those who have not heart 
to fight his battles? Soon may they 
understand the emphasis of that Divine 
exhortation which is even now addressed 
to them as part of the spiritual church, 
“ Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O 
Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth 
there shall no more come into thee the 
uncircumcised and the unclean!” 


Emendations of the Authorized Version of 
the Old Testament ; by Serie NEWMAN, 
Author of the Abridged Hebrew Grammar, 
and the Complete Hebrew and English 
Lexicon. London. 8vo. pp. vili. 72. 
Price 4s. 


In the last annual report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, it is remarked 
of the English authorized version of the 
Scriptures, that “errors are to be found 
in it, which the humblest scholar could 
not only point out but correct. Errors 
too there are which obscure the sense in 
some important instances.” It is un- 


- doubtedly true-that most of these errors 


are corrected in the numerous exposi- 
tions and commentaries which abound. 
It ought however to be recollected, that 


- where one individual reads a commen- 


tary, perhaps a thousand read the simple 
text itself. How important, then, that 
the text should be a faithful and correct 


-version of the original, and that all pos- 
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sible light should be afforded by the 
translation itself. But it is said, who 
would presume to propose his own ver- 
sion, or to recommend the version of 
any other individual, as a substitute for 
that which is commonly received? We 
are aware of the force of this objection 
on the popular mind, but we think that 
it may be met, and that the desideratum 
could be satisfactorily supplied, * by an 
association of men of parts, learning,. 
and cultivated taste, and especially of 
Christian feeling ; so wise as. to discard 
all fanciful theories, and so faithful as to 
sanction nothing but pure and simple 


truth.” 
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On this subject Mr. Walford, late 
classical and Hebrew tutor of Homerton 
Academy, in the introduction to his 
translation of the book of Psalms, makes 
a suggestion well worthy of notice, and 
to which we are desirous of giving a 
more extended circulation. “It occurs 
to me to remark here, that if some per- 
son or persons of opulence would imitate 
the munificence to which we are in- 
debted for the Bridgewater Treatises, we 
might hope to see this important deside- 
ratum supplied. We are now amply 


furnished with defences against the di- 
rect attacks of scepticism and infidelity ; 
why should we not be equally armed 
against the less manifest, but not much 
less dangerous influences, against which 
the multitude can be effectually secured 
only by diffusing among them the most 
perfect and accurate transcript of the 
Holy Scriptures, which the beneficence 
and condition of the present times can 
produce? The experience of many 
years plainly shows, that no private 
efforts to produce an improved version 
of the Bible will succeed, so far as to 
give it general currency, or induce the 
public at large to adopt it, in preference 


to that which is now in use. A more 
decisive stamp of authority than can be 
impressed by one or several individuals, 
however learned, or in all respects quali- 
fied for the important undertaking, is 
essential to secure a universal or even 
general reception of it. The authority, 
however, let it be understood, which is 
intended, is not that which our civil 
governors are able to impart. A royal 
charter, an order in council, or an act of 
parliament, is altogether without com- 
petency in this case. The temper of 
men, at this period, would incline them 
to refuse acquiescence in such a species 
of authority. The only authority to 
which Christians of all parties would 
bow, must be drawn from the acknow- 
ledged skill, fidelity, impartiality, and 
general qualifications of the persons who 
should engage in the execution of such 
a work. If some of the most distin- 
guished members of the two universities 
would form an association for this excel- 
lent purpose, and freely invite the co- 
operation of learned and candid indi- 
viduals belonging to the several com- 
munions of Christians in the united king- 
dom, all pledging themselves to a fair 
and impartial arrangement and distribu- 
tion of labour, the object would be ac- 
complished ; the more discerning and 
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better informed readers of the Scriptures 
would gladly accept the boon thus of- 
fered; and through their agency there is 
good reason to believe that the gene- 
rality would gradually transfer their 
attention and regard to it.” (pp. 7, 8+) 

Mr. Selig Newman, the author of the 
work before us, is of the Jewish per- 
suasion, a teacher of Hebrew, well 
known at Cambridge and at Dublin. 
One object of his publication is to re- 
deem a pledge he has frequently given 
to his numerous Christian pupils, by 
pointing out and correcting the mis- 
translations which exist m the authorized 
version of the Old Testament. Another 
object is to make known to Bible readers 
generally the opinion of the learned 
Jewish commentators, both ancient and 
modern, on the many intricate passages 
dispersed throughout that book. This 
he has done by occasional references in 
his notes to the Targums, to Kimchi, 
Eben-Ezra, Abarbanel, Jarchi, and to 
their more modern commentator Men- 
delsohn. His plan is to quote just as 
much of a verse or phrase as he finds 
necessary, and no more. So that though 
his book consists of only seventy-two 


pages, no less than twelve or thirteen 
hundred passages are revised. We do 
not profess to have examined all of 
them ; but having compared a consider- 
able portion with the original we can 
safely affirm, that the proposed altera- 
tions are for the most part real emenda- 
tions. Frequently the emendation con- 
sists in inserting the marginal reading 
into the text; frequently in a correct 
translation of the Hebrew particle ; and 
often in the more accurate version of 
some important word in the sentence. 
For example: Exod. iii. 28, xi. 2, xii. 35, 
reads according to the common version, 
“One shall borrow of his or her neigh- 
bour;” but the meaning of the term, in 
the original, is not borrow, but ask ; 
i.e. “one shall ask or demand.” Isa. 
xiv, 21, in the common version is, “ Nor 
fill the face of the- world with cities,” 
here rendered, with enemies. Isa. lii. 
15, “So shall he sprinkle many nations,” 
is here, “So shall he cause to leap (as 
with astonishment) many nations.” Many 
other passages may be selected, but these 
are sufficient to show the character of 
the work, and its value to the biblical 
student. 
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The Pilgrim’s Progress: in Two Parts, by JouN 
Bunyan. ‘ith Original Notes by the Rev, 
Tuomas Scorn, Rector of Aston Sandford, 
Bucks. The eighth edition. Wondon: Small 
quarto, pp. 408. Price 21s. 


Iv is pleasant to find, that among the wealthier 
classes of the community, the popularity of this 


_ admirable work is such as to encourage different 


publishers to produce it in a style of costly ele- 
rom which, a quarter of a century ago, would 

nave filled Paternoster Row with astonishment. 
The present edition issues from a quarter which 
indicates its acceptableness to evangelical 
churchmen. To this it is probable that the 
notes of the Aston Sandford commentator have 
‘materially conduced ; and they are written so 
much in the spirit of the author, that Christians 
-of every denomination may avail themselves of 
them with advantage. The volume is adorned 
with numerous fine wood-cuts, and many en- 
gravings on steel beautifully executed, 


_A Course of Sermons on Faith and Practice, 
delivered by the Rev. Grorce Cuayron, at 
York Street Chap:l, Walworth, 1838-39. 
London: 8vo. Price 11s. 


““Benorp how good and pee a thing it is 
-for brethren to dwell together in unity.” In no* 


case, perhaps, are the delightful results of such a 
state of things more apparent, than when they are 
realized by a Christian church, and the pastor of 
their own choice and affection. How happy is 
the influence of this holy union on the interests 
of religion in general, and especially on the minds 
of the rising generation; and how refreshing 
are the recollections afforded by an intimacy 
and intercourse of many years between a faith- 
ful and beloved pastor and the people of his 
charge, endeared to him not only by their con- 
tinued kindness and support, but also by the 
deep and affectionate solicitude which he has long 
cherished for their welfare. It was in this feel- 
ing of mutual attachment, that the delivery and 
publication of these discourses originated. Their 
excellent author, anxiously desirous of promoting 
the spiritual edification of the church and con- 
gregation to whom he ministers, conceived “that 
a course of sermons upon the things to be be- — 
lieved, and the things to be done, might, by 
God’s blessing, be rendered conducive to the — 
great ends of ministerial labour ;” and those to 

whom they were delivered. undertook, with the 

consent of Mr. Clayton, to publish 
only in the hope that they might thus becon 
more generally useful, but also, “that they — 
might remain as a lasting remembrance of the- 
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affectionate regard subsisting between the pastor 
and the flock over whom he presides.” 

These sermons, which are twenty-six in num- 
ber, are “‘on the creed and the commandments ;” 
and are intended to be a compendium*of Chris- 
tian theology. Whether this is the most desir- 
able mode of giving a syllabus, or brief view of 
the credenda and agenda of Christianity, espe- 
cially of the latter, may, perhaps, be questioned. 
The obligations of the moral law we hold to be 
universally and permanently binding; but we 
certainly should not go to the decalogue for a 
complete rule of christian duty. The discourses 
are, however, decidedly evangelical in their sen- 
timent and lucid in their order, with a simplicity 
and neatness, approaching to elegance, in their 
style. There is no affectation of the orator, no 
studied finery, no impassioned extravagance, no 
attempt to appear original by startling para- 
doxes; but an affectionate and earnest concern 
to instruct and benefit the souls of men pervades 
the whole course. 


A Biblical and Theological Dictionary. For 
Bible Classes, Sunday School Teachers, and 
Young Christians genera'ly. - Designed as an 
illustrative Commentary on the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. With numerous Wood Engravings. 
By Samurt Green, Walworth. London : 
Small 8vo. pp. viii. 352. Price 4s. 6d. cloth. 


Tue purpose for which this work was intended 
has been steadily kept in view in its execution. 
It comprises much theological, historical, and 
geographical information, just of the kind which 
Sunday-school teachers and young people of 
average attainments require, and in which they 
will feel interested. In such a work, originality 
was not to be expected or desired ; but we ob- 
serve that the author has drawn many of his il- 
lustrations from modern writers, and has by no 
means followed his predecessors slavishly. Nu- 
merous wood-cuts illustrate the letter-press; 
and in proportion to the quantity of matter 
which it contains the volume is remarkably 
cheap. ; 
Narrative of the Revival of Religion at Kilsyth, 
Cambuslang, and other places, in 1742, by the 
~ Rev. James Rose, A.M, Minister of Kilsyth. 
With an Introductory Essay, by the Rev. 
Ropert Bucuanan, Minister of the Tron 
- Church, Glasgow. Glasgow: 12mo. pp. 295. 
Price 3s. 6d. 
Turs account of a remarkable awakening which 
took place at Kilsyth and in its vicinity, about 
a century ago, was written at the time by the 
minister of the parish. It describes the cases of 
many individuals, and comments upon them 
with much sobriety. It is adapted to excite 
hope, exertion, and prayer, 


Narratives of Revivals of Religion in Scotland, 
Treland, and Wales. Glasgow: 12mo, pp. 

“104. Price 1s. 6d. 

In this small volume will be found an  abridge- 

ment of the narrative referred to in the previous 

article, and short accounts of other revivals of a 

similar character, including that at Kilsyth in 


_ 1839. 


Letters from Palestine: written during a Resi- 

dence there in the years 1836,7,& 8. By the 
Rev. J. D. Paxron. London: 12mo. pp. 
263, Price 6s. . se 


fis, 


Tue observations of an intelligent American, 
conversant with the Scriptures, and free from 
the superstitious credulity which has been exhi- 
bited hy many European travellers in Palestine, 
cannot fail to deserve the attention of those who 
desire to familiarize themselves with the scenery 
connected with inspired history. Some extracts 
from this work are given on page 68, and some 
others will perhaps appear in a subsequent 
number. 


The Civil Duties of Christians. -A Sermon, oc- 
casioned by the late outrages at Newport, Mon- 
mouthshire ; preached at the English Chapel, 
Trosnant, Pontypool. By Tuomas Tuomas. 
London: 8yo. pp. 32. Price 1s. 

THE intrinsic qualities of this discourse would 
entitle it to attention at any time, but, at the 
present moment, coming from the district 
whence it proceeds, it will be read with peculiar 
satisfaction. The author has printed it, “ hop- 
ing that it may serve in some measure to coun- 
teract the effects of those misrepresentations 
and falsehoods, by which Tory partizans and 
ecclesiastical bigots are industriously endeavour- 
ing to trace the late outbreak of popular violence 
to the principles of civil and religious liberty as 
maintained by Nonconformists; that they may 
thus bring odium upon a religious body, whose 
scriptural instructions and moral influence de- 
terred many thousands in the county of Mon- 
mouth from any participation in the riots.” 


The Christian Religion: an- account of every 
Sect, its origin, progress, tenets of belief, and 
rites and ceremonies, carefully compiled ie 
the latest and best authorities. (New Library 
of Christian Knowledge.) London: 16mo, 
pp. 60. Price 6d. 

Tp inaccuracies which we have observed, would 
prevent our recommending this compendium, 
even if we approved the principle on which it is 
formed, which however we do not. A work of 
this kind, professing to be unbiassed, giving no 
opinion “ regarding the merits or demerits of any 
peculiar faith,” is more likely to bewilder than 
to enlighten, and has a direct tendency to gene- 
rate scepticism, however upright and candid may 
be the intention of the compiler. 


Letters of the late Joun Love, D.D., Minister 
of Anderston, Glasgow. Third Thousand. 
Glasgow: 12mo. pp. 564. Price 5s. : 

Tue writer of the three hundred letters con« 
tained in this volume was the first secretary of 
the London Missionary Society ; and, after his 
removal to Scotland, he sustained the same office 
in the Missionary Society of Glasgow. He was 
accustomed to preserve short-hand copies of his 
letters, and these are published from his manu- 
scripts. They are religious and didactic. 


A Short Account J the Baptists. By One 
born and bred a Churchman. London: pp. 
12. Price 1d., or 15 for 1s., or 5s. 6d. per 100, 


A uicguuy respectable lay member of the es- 
tablished aie who wrote to us lately to thank 
us for a notice of one of his publications, added, 
« which is particularly gratifying, as I know so 
little of the Baptist religion.” We believe that 
this is no uncommon case among pious, and in 
other respects well-informed churchmen, and 


we are glad therefore to see this tract, which 


presents a correct view of the peculiarities of the 
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Baptists in such a form that “it may be for- 
warded under cover by post at the rate of a 
single letter.” 


Faith, a Poem in Two Parts. 
pp. 43. Price ls. 6d. 

A well-meant attempt to illustrate the opera- 

tions of faith in eminent believers of ancient 

days. ‘The execution is however but feeble, as 

it does little more than versify the most obvious 

features of the scriptural narratives. 


The Captivity of the Jews, and their return 
from Babylon. London: 24mo., pp. 192. 
Price 1s, 6d. 

A map of ancient Babylon and Persia, and 

many wood-cuts adorn this volume, which is 

one of a series published by the Religious Tract 

Society, to illustrate Old Pestattent istory. 


The Colonial Magazine, and Commercial-Mari- 
time Journal. Edited by RopERT MontGo- 
MERY Martin, Esq., Author of “ The His- 
tory of the British Colonies,” &c. No. I. 
London: 8vo. pp. 152. Price 2s. 6d. 

One ominous sentence in the Notices to Cor- 
respondents prevents our giving that confidence 
to this work which every thing else in it would 
excite. It is this: “ The vote of thanks by the 
House of Assembly of Jamaica to their excel- 
lent agent, Mr. Burge, and which he so deserv- 
edly merits, in our next.” If the gifted editor 
means to lay his stores of knowledge at the feet 
of the House of Assembly and their agent, and 
be subservient to their unrighteous policy, then 
the more ability he displays the more mischief 
will he achieve. We hope that this will not be 
his course; but wait with some anxiety for the 
next number. 


The Almanac of the Seasons. 1840. London : 
One sheet. Price 1s. 6d. 

Late as it is to introduce another almanac to 
attention, the peculiarities of this, which has 
been published since our last number, entitle it 
to notice, By means of Knight’s patent process 
for colour printing, the seasons are appropriately 
distinguished, and the exact duration of day- 
light, twilight, and moonlight, on every day of 
the year, is exhibited at once to the eye. T 
time of high water at London-bridge, and the 
phases of the moon and planets are also indi- 
cated, in a manner that it is at once novel, clear, 
and beautiful. 


Gradations in Reading and Spelling, upon an 
entirely new and original plan, by which Dis- 
syllables are rendered as easy as Monosylla- 
bles; to which are now added, numerous enter- 
taining and instructive Reading Lessons in 
Prose and Verse, and Spelling Tables of three 
and four syllables: with others leading to a 
knowledge of Grammar and Derivation. By 
Henry Burter, Author of “ The Etymolo- 
gical Spelling Book and Expositor,” “ The 
Gradual Primer,” &c. Twenty-second edition. 
London: pp. 180. Price 1s. 6d. 


Books really suitable for little children are rare, 
though books published for their use are innu- 
merable. We render a service, therefore, to pa- 
rents by directing their attention to this, in 
which, contrary to the usual custom, the words 
most suitable for beginners are placed first, and 
the lessons are rendered attractive without being 
nonsensical. 


London: 8vo. 
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BRIEF NOTICES. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


Hints to Young Christians on Active Efforts in the 
Saviour’s cause. By B. Evans. London: 18mo. 
pp. 104. Price 1s. 6d, 

A Reply to the Lectures of Dr. FChalmers on the 
Establishment and Extension of National Churches. 
By Marx Butter. London: 18mo. pp. 97. 

Tracts for the People on the principal subjects of 
controversy between the Roman Catholics and Pro- 
testants. By the Rev. Mark ButrLer. No, I. Lon- 
don: 18mo. pp: 28. Price 4d. 


Sermons to Youth. By the late Rev. JosePH 
Hacve, Darwin, Lancashire. With a Memoir of the 
Author. London: 12mo. pp. 272. 


Improvement of Affliction. A practical Sequel to 
a series of meditations entitled ‘“‘ Comfort in Afflic- 
tion."’ By the Rev. James Bucuaanan, North Leith. 
Edinburgh: 16mo. pp. 263. 


Fragments from the Study of a Pastor. By GAR- — 
DINER Sprine, D.D. New York. Glasgow: 18mo. 
Pp. 202. Price 1s. 6d. 


The Pictorial History of Palestine. By the Editor 
of ‘ The Pictorial Bible.’ Part VII1. London : impe- 
rial 8vo. Price 2s. 6d, 


The Exile from Eden ; Meditations on the Third 
seper of Genesis, with Exegetical Developments. 
By L. Bonnet, author of *‘ The Family of Bethany.” 
Translated from the French, by the Rev. W. Harg. 
London: 16mo. pp. 315. 


Memoirs of Fer1x Nerr, Joan F. Operwin, and 
BERNHAKD OVERBERG. Translated from the German, 
by Mrs. Sydney Williams. Published by the Society 
for the Promotion of Popular Education. Bristol: 
Large 8vo. pp. 94. Price \s. 6d. 


On the Means and Manifestations of a Genuine Re- 
vival of Religion: an Address delivered before the 
United Associate Presbytery of Edinburgh, in Rose 
Street Church, Edinburgh, on November 19, 1839. 
By Joun Brown, D.D._ Published at the request of 
the Presbytery. Second Edition. Edinburgh : 18mo. 
pp. 48. 

a 

The Day-Spring from on High ; or the Lord Jesus 
Christ exhibited to the Sinner as the only Source of 
rea ene salvation, Edinburgh: 32mo. pp. 90. 

vice 6d. 


The Union Harmonist, a Selection of Sacred Music, 
consisting of original and standard pieces, anthems, 
&e., suitable for use in. Sunday-schools, Congrega- 
tions, and Musical Societies. Arranged by Mr. T. 
bow Canterbury. Part 1. London: pp. 24: 

rice 1s. ; 


The Sacred Melodist, a Selection of Sacred Music 
from the most approved authors, consisting of solos, 
duets, trios, and choruses, arranged for the organ or 
Peete By M. Burcuer. Part III. London: 

rice 1s. : : 


—_— 


Solitude ig eiphe! by divine Meditation ; or a trea- 
tise proving the duty, and demonstrating the neces- — 
sity, excellency, miset tide, natures, kinds, and requi- 
sites of divine meditation. By NATHANAEL RANEW, 
sometime minister of Felsted in Essex. London: 
(Tract Society) 18mo. pp. 341. Price 2s. “i 


Gift to a Domestic. London a: (Tract ‘Society re 
32mo. pp. 163. Price8d. £ < opt 4 ; 

Jesus Christ the Bri hiniess. of Glory. A scourse 
on Hebrews i, 3. B: Tuomas ERADEL EN res 1729, 
London: ( Tract Society) 1\8mo. pp.70, Price 6d. 
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AMERICA. 


RHODE ISLAND, 


We transcribe the following from a recent 
number of the Providence (Rhode Island) 
Journal. It relates to the church founded 
by the celebrated Roger Williams :— 

‘The two hundredth anniversary of the 
first Baptist church in this city, and the 
oldest in America, was celebrated yesterday 
ina highly interesting manner. The psalms 
sung were, with appropriate good taste, taken 
from the quaint old versions. The intro- 
ductory prayer was by the venerable patri- 
arch, Rev, Elisha Williams, the oldest Bap- 
tist minister of Massachusetts. The closing 
prayer was by the Rev. Dr. Sharpe. The dis- 
course was by the Rey. William Hague, the 
minister of the church ; it was replete with 
historic interest and valuable research, and 
contained some polemical discussion upon 
the manner in which the church was found- 
ed, Standing upon the spot where the first 
church of his order was founded on this 
continent, and himself the successor of the 
first Baptist minister in America, he could 
not but feel inspired with his theme, and he 
did it most ample justice.” 


BALTIMORE. 


A letter dated Dec. 6, 1839, received by 
a lady at Camberwell, from her brother at 
Philadelphia, contains the following cheer- 
ing statement ;— : 

“We have great revivals of religion go- 
ing on. Three hundred have been im. 
mersed, and five thousand are supposed to 
be under convictions in the city of Balti- 
more. Among the baptized is a Chinese. 
The revival is in all denominations. The 
Episcopalians sent up for help some time 
since, and our minister has been absent 
several days seven miles off, where a re- 
vival is going on.” 

DR. WAYLAND. 


There is reason to hope that we may have 
the pleasure of seeing Dr, Wayland, Presi- 
dent of Brown’s University, Rhode Island, 
in the early part of next summer. We have 
been favoured with the sight of a letter in 
which he says, ‘‘ Should providence permit 
I expect to sail for England in April.” 


CANADA. 
BAPTIST COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
_ We have received from the Secretaries of 
this important Society the following parti. 
‘VOL. 111, — FOURTH SRRLES, : 


culars explanatory of its present operations 
and prospects. 

Ist. There are now eight or ten young 
men in the Theological Institution, prepar- 
ing for the work of the ministry amongst 
their own people, and in their own land, for 
(with but one exception) they are all Cana- 
dians. Dr. Davies, the president and tutor, 
writes jn a very encouraging manner re- 
specting their piety, diligence, and promise 
of future usefulness. The missionaries al- 
ready engaged testify, that wherever they 
go and preach the gospel, the hand of the 
Lord is with them, and sinners are con- 
verted unto God. The Rev. D. M‘Phail, 
writing from the Indian lands, says, in his 
letter dated 20th July, 1839: ‘‘ The Lord 
has wonderfully displayed his power in the 
conversion of sinners in Osgoode. I visited 
that part of the country about five weeks 
ago, and only returned the other day. Dur- 
ing the first week [ preached every day ex- 
cepting Saturday; nothing special was ma- 
nifested excepting an increasing desire to 
hear. I spent the second week in visiting 
from house to house, and conversing with 
the people about the state of their souls; 
this I found to have been of great benefit, as 
some of themselves afterwards expressed. 
Many began to feel the effects of a wounded 
conscience, but ‘ the power of the Lord was 
present to heal.’ A number have professed 
to receive peace of mind by believing. 
Twenty-six have been ‘ buried with Christ 
by baptism unto death ;’ and there are a 
number yet inquiring ‘what they must do 
to be saved,’ The greater part are heads of 
families, and in the vigour of life, so that 
much good to our Zion may be expected 
from them.” 

2ndly. Some Baptist brethren in the city 
of Toronto, the metropolis of Upper Canada, 
which contains: about 11,000 inhabitants, 
have written to the Committee, saying, send 
us a minister, and we will engage to support 
him. The application was laid before the 
Rev. Wm. Coombs, of Taunton, and he 
has consented to go. It is intended to have 
a public service in London to commend this 
esteemed brother to the divine blessing, just 
priorto his departure. A separate subscrip- 
tion having been opened to meet the ex- 
pense of sending out our brother, the follow- 
ing liberal donations have been received ; 
but more are needed, and are affectionately 
but earnestly asked for: 
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A similar application has been received from | 
Kingston, which contains 5000 inhabitants ; 
but the negociations are not yet so complete 
as to enable the Committee to attend to the 
request, though they do hope soon to ask 
«Who will go to Kingston ?” 

3rdly. The Rev. John Edwards, pastor of 
a Baptist church in Clarence, Upper Canada, 
is now in this country to collect donations 
and subscriptions for the support of the 
Theological Institution, and for the exten- 
sion of missionary operations. His ex- 
pensesare defrayed entirely by the friendsin 
Canada, so that all he collects will go with- 
out deduction to the object for which it is 
given. The Committee heard of Mr. Ed- 
wards, and his proposed visit before he left 
Canada; they have received him with en- 
tire confidence and cordiality, and have au- 
thorized him to act as their agent in collect- 
ing throughout the country. 

4thly. The annual meeting of the Society 
will be held at Mr. Lewis’s meeting-house, 
Trinity Chapel, Trinity Square, Southwark, 
on Wednesday, February 12, 1840. All 
who eare about the souls of their countrymen 
in the British colonies are earnestly invited 
to attend on that occasion. This appears to 
be a peculiarly appropriate time to make a 
determined effort for the relief of spiritual 
destitution in the Canadas; and though 
past hindrances have been very great, and 
present obstacles are neither few nor small, 
yet the Committee dare not flee frem the 
post of duty because it is one of difficulty, 
and they do hope that they shall be sup- 
ported in making a vigorous effort, that pre- 
sent favourable circumstances may not pass 
away without being improved to the glory 
of God, and the good of immortal souls. 

Communications may be sent to the Rev. 
J. Dyer, Fen Court; to the Rev. E. Steane, 
Camberwell; and to the Secretaries, Rev. 


Joseph Davis, 6, Albany Road, Camberwell, 
and Mr. J. U. Harwood, 26, Queen Street, 
Cheapside. 


NEW CHAPELS. 


THETFORD. : 

A new meeting-house, seating about one 
hundred persons, was opened, under the 
sanction of the Cambridgeshire Association of 
Baptist Churches, on the 30th of July, 1839, 


_ BURWELL. 

A meeting-house, which will seat about 
one hundred and thirty persons, was opened 
in North Street, Burwell, Oct. 7, 1839. This 
place, also, has been fitted up by the Cam- 
bridgeshire Association, a small but united 
body, containing five churches, which do not 


altogether comprise more than two hundred | 


members, and which was formed at Soham, 
August 1, 1838, 
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DUNKERTON. 


A new and substantial chapel was opened 
for divine worship at Dunkerton, in the 
county of Somerset, Oct. 8, 1839. The 
building formerly occupied by the chureh 
here being in a decayed state, and too small 
for the congregation, this has been erected at 
an expense of about £230, providing about 
two hundred additional sittings. 


DOLGELLAN. 

At Dolgellan, in Merionethshire, a new 
chapel has been opened. On the 19th and 
20th of December, and on the succeeding 
Lord’s day, sermons were preached in it by 
several ministers of the neighbourhood in 
which it stands. It measures forty-feet by 
thirty-four, inside, has three galleries, and 
has cost about five hundred pounds. 


ORDINATIONS. 


GLOUCESTER. 
We are informed that Mr. G. W. Rod- 


way, late of Bristel Academy, was ordained 


pastor of the church in Parker’s Row, 
Gloucester, Dec. 2, 1839. 


MURSLEY. 

On Dec. 18, 1839, Mr. John Simonds was 
ordained to the pastoral office over the Bap- 
tist church at Mursley, Buckinghamshire. 
Mr. Grainger, of Waddesdon, stated the 
reasons for dissent; Mr. Aston, of Win- 
grave, offered the ordination prayer; Mr. 
P. Tyler, Haddenham, gave the charge; and 
Mr. Adey of Leighton, preached to the 
church and people. 

GUERNSEY. 

Mr. G. W. Fishbourne, late of Stepney 
College, has aceepted a unanimous call to 
the pastorate of the English Baptist church 
in the island of Guernsey; and entered on 
his labours, January 19. 


—— 


AYR. 

We have learned that Mr. Alexander 
Smith, of Falkirk, one of the missionaries 
of the Baptist Home Mission for Scotland, 
has accepted a cordial invitation from the 
Baptist church, Ayr, to be their missionary, 
and preach and preside in the meantime as 
their pastor, in the room of Mr. Blair, who 
is about te remove to Dunfermline, in com- 


pliance with a very pressing requisition from. 


the church in that place to be their mis- 
sionary. ~ 


DEANSHANGER, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

On the second sabbath in December a 
church was formed in this place, consisting 
of six members; after which, Mr. Killing. 
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worth, of Olney, was unanimously chosen 
pastor by the congregation.. The present 
aspect of things is cheering. The fields 
seem white already unto harvest; and, in 
the spirit of faith and prayer (though small 
in number) they hope to go on, and see 
many souls added of such as shall be saved. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


BERNARD BULGIN, 
A youth of great promise, the only surviving 
son of the Rey. 8. Bulgin, of Poole, died in 
faith, on the 15th of December, 1839, in the 
sixteenth year of his age. 


MRS. SAUNDERS. 


Mrs. Saunders, of Liverpool, died on 
Lord’s day morning, Dec. 30, after an ill- 
ness which was attended with little pain, 
and which permitted the mind to enjoy the 
consolations of religion. Her end was emi- 
nently peaceful. Mrs. S. was a native of 
Exeter, and was united to her late husband, 
the Rey. Samuel Saunders (a_ sketch of 
whose life was given in the last number of 
this Magazine), in December, 1802. Her 
habits were peculiarly retiring, and her 
time much devoted to a large family, con- 
sisting of eleven children, nine of whom sur- 
vive their parents, now re-united in heaven. 
Mrs. S. was in her sixty-first year. 


REV. MOSES FISHER, OF LIVERPOOL, 


This truly excellent and venerable man de- 
parted from this scene of labourand suffering 
on Friday, Jan. 17. Hehadattended, with 
feelings of the deepest interest, a series of 
meetings for the revival of religion, held in 
Liverpool, during the first week of the pre- 
sent year. Such services were always, and 
of late more particularly, most welcome to 
his heart. The excitement and effort, how- 
ever, seemed in some degree to aggravate 
his infirmities, and to render him susceptible 
of cold, while attending the funeral of an 
aged lady a few days afterwards. After the 
funeral, he dined with one of his most at- 
tached and faithful friends, to whom he 
thoughtfully remarked, that his last visit 
would not be long in arriving. Alas! it had 
already come. He was almost immediately 
afterwards seized with fever, the severity of 
which, from the first, permitted little pros- 
pect of recovery. Few could be more habi. 
tually prepared for such a blessed transition 
to glory. His loins were girded about, and 
his lamp burning, and he was permitted, ac- 
cording to his oft-repeated desire, to con- 
tinue his labours down to the very termina- 
tion of his mortal journey; he had been 
laid aside for only a single sabbath. __ 

Mr. Fisher, who had been previously 
pastor of the Baptist churches at New Brent- 


ford and at Lewes, removed to Liverpool in 
1813. He has left behind him, as one of 
our correspondents remarks, the savour of a 
good name, as a man, a Christian, and a 
minister. He was in the 65th year of his 
age. 


MISCELLANEA. 
ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY, 


Unanimously adopted by the Old Associa- 
of Baptists, in Wales, at their Annual 
Meeting held at Brynmawr, Breconshire, 
June 4, 1839. 

To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty : 
May it please your Majesty,—We, the 

ministers and messengers representing the 
various churches of the Old Association of. 
Baptists in Wales, in meeting assembled, 
beg most respectfully to approach your Ma- 
jesty’s throne, with a declaration of our un- 
deviating loyalty, and of our unabated 
attachment, to the constitution of these 
realms. 

It has afforded your Majesty’s loyal and 
well-affected subjects the greatest joy in 
witnessing the courage, the wisdom, and 
the magnanimity displayed by your Majesty 
in defence and support-of civil and religious 
liberty... ——-—— 

Most cordially, as citizens, do we congra. 
tulate your Majesty’s firm determination to 
establish schools on the most liberal plan, 
and to extend the blessings of education to 
your Majesty’s dutiful subjects, without any 
regard to either sect or party. 

As protestant dissenters, we present our 
humble thanks at the foot of your Majesty’s 
throne, for the hope held out to us, that our 
children shall enjoy these blessings, without 
the painful necessity of submitting to the 
dictates of teachers, who, though they hap- 
pen to live in the nineteenth century, appear 
to have inherited only the narrow views and 
bigoted _opinions of the darker ages—men 
who would confine Christianity to a sect, 
and circumscribe the benevolence of the 
Almighty within the limits of a human 
creed. 

We gladly embrace this opportunity of 
testifying to your Majesty our unshaken and 
loyal attachment to your Majesty’s throne 
and person, and our ardent love of those 
principles of civil and religious liberty upon 
which alone are based the stability of that 


throne and the prosperity of these realms; — 


and whilst we lament, in common with your 
Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
prevalence at the present moment of dis- 
affection and insubordination, we hope, un- 
der the blessing of Almighty God, and the 
speedy a ae of prudent measures that 
order and happiness shall soon be restored 
—that your Majesty’s throne and’ person 
shall enjoy the support and sympathies of 


- 
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your Majesty’s great and brave subjects in 
general. 

We pray the God of heaven and earth to 
bless your Majesty with health and strength 
to enable your Majesty to perform the ar- 
duous duties devolving upon the sovereign 
of these realms; and with those blessings of 
a spiritual nature, which reach beyond this 
world of changes, and continue throughout 
the circling ages of eternal duration. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty that 
we are ready to co-operate with all good 
men who seek the political advancement 
and the religious prosperity of the United 
Kingdom; and your Majesty shall always 
be the subject of our heart-indited prayers 
to the King of Heaven, who is the Sovereign 
of all princes and Lord of all lords. 

Committing your Majesty to the care and 
protection of that beneficent Being in whose 
hands are the hearts of princes, and implor- 
ing his blessing upon your Majesty’s person 
and government, we wish your- Majesty a 
long life and a prosperous reign ; and when 
the sovereign and all-wise Disposer of all 
events shall call your Majesty to quit that 
throne which your Majesty so well fills, and 
to resign all that is earthly to his Divine 
hands, we humbly pray there may be reserved 
for your Majesty, in the heavens above, “a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.” For 
which your dutiful subjects will ever pray. 

Signed, on behalf of the Meeting, by 

BENJAMIN PRICE, 


Extract from the Reply of the Secretary 
of State, through wham the Address was 
transmitted. 

I had the honour to lay before the Queen 
the loyal and dutiful Address of the Old 
Association of Baptists in Wales, which 
accompanied your letter of the lst instant ; 
and I have to inform you that the same was 
very graciously received by her Majesty. 

I have the honour to be, Rev. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. RUSSELL, 
To the Rev. B. Price, Newtown, 
Montgomeryshire. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHRISTIAN UNION, 


Fifty ministers of the Baptist and Inde- 
pendent denominations stand connected with 
this Society, which was formed in 1836, 
At the commencement of the last year, it 
was determined that a vigorous effort should 
be made by means of open-air preaching, to 


disseminate the gospel throughout the | 


county. The county was accordingly divi- 
ded into sections, and two brethren, a Pado- 
baptist and a Baptist, were appointed to 
each section; with an understanding, that 


- at some convenient period during the sum- 


mer, the intended sphere of labour should 
be occupied. This plan has been partially 
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earried into effect; one hundred and thirty- 
eight towns and villages have been visited ; 
twenty-five thousand persons attended as 
hearers, of which number it is computed 
about ten thousand never or very occasion- 
ally visit the house of God. Twelve thou- 
sand tracts and books were distributed. The 
deportment of the hearers, with but few 
exceptions, was most serious and attentive. 
Several who had been living in the total 
neglect of divine worship, have been known 
subsequently to attend the means of grace. 
What will be the ultimate results of the 
above labours, it is of course impossible to 
state; but may it not be justifiably antici- 
pated, accompanied as they were by earnest 
prayer for the divine blessing, that they will 
be productive of much good to immortal 


| souls, 


It is expected that the Society will be 
enabled more extensively to carry out the 
plan in the present year, and that open-air 
preaching will form a prominent part of its 
yearly operations. The necessity of such 
efforts cannot be reasonably questioned 
when it is remembered, that a large propor- 
tion of the population never attend divine 
worship ; numbers of whom can be brought 
under the sound of the gospel only by these 
out-door labours. In one section visited by 
two members of the Union, it was ascer- 
tained that of 2200 hearers, 2000 never 
entered the house of prayer. When the 
practice in question shall become general on 
the part of the ministers of Christ throughout 
the land, hundreds of thousands will be 
placed under the ministry of the word, who 
but for the employment of such means 
would never have had an acquaintance with 
a solitary portion of divine truth. This 
surely is an unanswerable argument in fa- 
vour of open-air preaching. The Secretary 
of the Gloucestershire Christian Union re- 
commends that a similar society be formed 
in every county. 


— 


CHEAP. BIBLES, 


The Secretaries of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society have issued a Circular to the 
Committees and Officers of the Auxiliary and 
Branch Bible Societies and Associations, 
announcing the result of recent deliberations 
respecting a more liberal supply of the 
Scriptures to Sunday-schools, and to the 
people generally. It is as follows : 


_ ‘* I.—To offer, on the part of the Society, 


to supply schools for the poor of every kind, 
with copies of—the Nonpareil Bible, which 
costs the Society 2s. 6d. at eighteen-pence ; 
the New Testament ( 
the Society 1s. Id. at sizpencee. 
ines IL. To eh the ee 
laid upon all copies supplied. for Sunday- 
schools, and to a MePeEAAen ie cla 
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the books home, and to furnish themselves 
with copies at the-prices named. The chil- 
dren in all other schools, it is designed, shall 
enjoy the same advantage. 

“TIT. To allow, on the part of the Aux- 
iliaries, Branches, and Associations, a gen- 
eral sale of this particular Bible and Testa- 
ment, at the peculiarly low prices that have 
been named.” 

They add—* We need hardly point out 
to you, that in the adoption of these mea- 
sures, the Committee feel that they are 
making a very considerable sacrifice on the 
part of the Society ; but they proceed with 
the greatest cheerfulness, actuated as they 
are by one simple desire to promote the 
general interests of religion in their own 
beloved country, in the present singularly 
eventful and interesting crisis of its history. 

“They are further persuaded, should the 
funds of the Society be materially impaired 
by this extensive boon, that the friends of 
the Society will not be backward to answer 
any call that the Committee may deem it 
necessary to make on their increased exer- 
tions and liberality to supply the deficiency.” 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

It appears from the last report of this So- 
ciety, that it supports or assists thirty preach - 
ers of the gospel, who labour chiefly in the 
Highlands and Islands. It is in the midst 
of privations and hardships that these 
brethren are serving Christ, and the Society 
appears to be worthy of the support which 
it receives from English contributors. 

EAST INDIAN SLAVERY. 

Mr. Peggs is exerting himself with his 
accustomed benevolence, to direct public 
attention to the present state of slavery in 
India, His estimate of the extent to which 
it prevails will be seen in the following para- 
graph in a circular which he has recently 
issued. 

“© Of the extent of slavery in British In- 
dia it is impossible to speak with precision. 
The greatest number of slaves are found un- 
der the Madras Presidency, ‘‘In Malabar 
(exclusive of Wynaud) the number of slaves 
is estimated by the collector at 100,000. In 
Malabar, a man’s wealth is as much appre- 


ciated by the number of his slaves as by any 
other property he may possess.” ‘“ Domes- 
tic Slavery,” says Hamilton, “is very gene- 
rally prevalent in Bengal, among both Hin- 
doos and Mahommedans. In the lower 
provinces, under the Bengal presidency, the 
employment of slaves in the labour of hus- 
bandry is almost unknown. In the upper 
provinces, beginning from Western Behar 
and Benares, the petty landlords are aided 
in their husbandry by slaves.” No correct 
idea can be formed from the parliamentary 
papers of the exact number of slaves in 
British India. The following numbers have 
been ascertained from a careful examination 
of them :— 


Slaves. 
Canara, Malabar, Coorg, Wy- 
naud, Cochin, and Travan- 
core n . 400,000 
Tinnevelly & ‘ 324,000 
Trichinopoly . 10,600 
Arcot, South Division 3,000 
Ditto; North Division 17,000 
Southern Conecan , 2,000 
Surat 2,000 
Ceylon . 27,397 
Assam 11,300 
Penang 3,000 
800,297 


He adds, “It is painfully evident, that 
slavery is not ‘lurking in some remote 
corner of the empire,’ but that it is exten- 
sively and palpably prevalent in our eastern 
territories. It has been justly remarked ; 
‘Slavery is the same bitter draught in the 
east as in the west. The outcry raised in 
India against the Suttee was long powerless, 
until it returned, reverberated from the 
British shore; and that against slavery will 
continue disregarded, unless it receive sup- 
port from all the energy of the Home Go- 
vernment.’ May India’s cries to British 
humanity soon be heard, and her miseries 
effectually relieved.” 

RESIGNATIONS. 

We learn that the Rev. J. Kershaw, A.M. 
has resigned the pastoral charge at Abing- 
don, the Rev. J. P. Briscoe at Folkstone, 
the Rev. T. Steadman at Bradford, and the 
Rey. D. Griffiths at Burnley. 
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_ON EXISTING AND PROJECTED BIBLE 
ee SOCIETIES. ‘ 
fo the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

_ Dear Sir,—Without awaiting further 
discussion relative to our 


enominational | : f : 
efforts on behalf of Bible translation and | ting on increased aid from Christians at 


distribution, I forward, for the information 
of your readers, an extract from a letter I 
have just received from Dr. Yates, of Cal- 
cutta. 


The letter, dated Oct. 8, 1839, furnishes ~ 


evidence that our missionaries are calcula- 


86 


home, for this department of labours. After 
mentioning the safe arrival of brother Pearce 
and the missionary band accompanying him, 
the writer proceeds : 

“ T have now, I think, entered on the last 
act of my life, having resigned all other en- 
gagements for the purpose of giving my 
whole time to the translation of the Scrip- 
tures. It remains to be seen whether the 
public will support me in the work which the 
brethren have appointed me. It is proposed 
that I shall draw my support from the trans- 
lation fund. This robs me of the indepen- 
dence I have long enjoyed in supporting 
myself; but I cheerfully submit, for the 
work's sake, It will be necessary, however, 
to meet the expenses that will now be in- 
curred in this work, for something more to 
be done in England than has been done for 
the last few years. I haye no misgivings on 
the subject, but feel quite certain, if this is 
my proper work, that the Lord will provide. 
While the whole Bible is so much 
wanted in Bengali, and all the missionaries 
are pressing me to expedite the work, I 
could not, with a clear conscience, leave it 
without making a commencement. Regard 
to the wants and wishes of others, and to 
“the recompense of reward,” determines me 
to sacrifice all self-interest, and to give my- 
self wholly unto this work till it is finished. 

“Such are my plans: whether they will be 
realized, the Lord only knows. He may 
have appointed otherwise; and to all his 
appointments I shall either patiently or joy- 
fully submit. I should be happy, if it were 
his will, to finish my work, and then remove, 
not to England, or any other place where I 
must carry about this body of sin and death, 
but to that world where sin and death are 
known no more, 


“ Where our best friends and kindred dwell, 
Where God our Saviour reigns.” 


Oh! shall we ever reach that happy place? 
Yes, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
I hope we shall. 

“The church in Circular Road have ac. 
cepted my resignation, and have invited 
Mr. Tucker. I have removed from the par- 
sonage, which is now fitting up for him. 
For the sake of being near the printing. 
office, I expect, at the beginning of the year, 
to go to the house formerly occupied by 
brother Penney; and then I shall be, morn- 
ing, noon, and night, without a soul to speak 
to, except Pundits, Manlaris, Munshis,-&c. 
The prospect is not very charming: the 
promise, however, is enough, ‘As thy day 
is, so shall thy strength be.’” 

Sentiments like these, written with all the 
freedom of friendly correspondence, present 


_ an appeal to our churches, which I feel as. 


sured will not be in vain. Our missionaries 
must be sustained in entering into and car- 
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rying forward the sublime and holy under- 
taking of Carey. 
I remain, &c. 
James Hosy. 
Birmingham, Jan. 15, 1840. 


METHODS OF RELIGIOUS IMPROVEMENT. 
(To the Editor of the Baptst Magazine.) 
Tue excellent essay in your ~present 

number on “the Practices of Public Wor- 

ship,” makes me desirous to follow up the 
subject by a few remarks on the best me- 
thods for promoting religious improvement. 

1. I would suggest the frequent inculca- 
tion of a conscientious regard to a timely 
attendance upon public ordinances. It is 
deeply to be deplored that this is so little 
regarded by numbers who come to our pub- 
lic assemblies; and it is not improbable 
that some of our brethren have ceased to 
address their congregations upon the sub- 
ject, from the idea of its utter uselessness ! 

I would make every proper allowance for 

distance, the difference of clocks, servants, 

and women with large young families ; and 

I would always use affectionate expostula- 

tion and entreaty rather than scolding; and 

if the members could be induced to make 

a conscience of being in their seats at least 

five minutes before the hour, to compose 

their minds, and have every thing in proper 

order; and if the pastor would make it a 

fixed rule to be in the pulpit in the same 

way, and to commence with solemn prayer 
the instant the clock strikes, I have no doubt 
that the example, being properly under- 
stood, would have a very salutary effect in 
correcting the impropriety ; and such con- 
gregations might in a very little time be 
brought in a good degree to resemble that 
at Cesarea, when Cornelius said to Peter, 

“We are all here present before God, to 

heat all things that are commanded thee of 
rey Eee 
2. The connecting of short expository re- 

marks with the public reading of the Scrip- 
tures would greatlytend to promote reli- 
gious improvement. It is to be feared that: 
in too many instances the Holy Scriptures. 
are read, or rather gone through, and heard 
In our congregations, equally with the esta 
blished church, only as a matter of form, 
and therefore with little or no real advan- 
tage; but if what is recommended was ju- 
diciously practised, without unduly length- 
ening the service, I am convinced more 


Bibles would be seen in the hands of the — 


hearers, and Bible knowledge would be 
greatly increased. I often admired in my 


youthful days this practice of my beloved 
pastor; (Rev. Timothy Thomas, of Devon-— 


shire Square ;) and I have since seen its 
benefit in different places, 88 


3. Taking short notes of the exposition, | 


1 
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or sermon, and reviewing them in private, 
or in the family, would be a great means of 
profiting by public ordinances. I would 
not be uncharitable, but I have no doubt 
that multitudes of sermons, which have 
cost the preachers much laborious thought, 
are completely lost to the majority of the 
hearers, entirely through the want of care 
upon their part to have them properly en- 
grafted into the mind. If such a savour of 
them is preserved as may attach the hearers 
to the ministry of the preacher, it is pro 
bably the most that can be said respecting 
them ; but this method of improving the 
memory has in numerous instances been 
exceedingly beneficial, 

4. The holding of meetings simply for 
religious improvement, between the pastor 
and the members only, is another means that 
I would most earnestly reeommend. I have 
been present (by favour) at such meetings 
in America, and have been greatly interested 
with them ; and I had the happiness to re- 
ceive a letter from one of our country towns 
a few days ago, in which the beloved pastor 
says, ‘‘I] now hold a meeting every Wed- 
nesday for spiritual edification with our 
members only, which is peculiarly interest- 
ing ;” and I am convinced, if such meetings 
were general, they would be useful in many 
ways, and our churches would cease to be 
reproached, as has been the case upon some 
occasions, with neglecting the parties when 
once they are become church members! 
Bible-classes are, I believe, generally consi- 
dered as chiefly intended for young persons, 
and inquirers ; they therefore do not come 
up to what is desired. 

5. Social meetings at private houses for 
_ prayer and praise only, and meetings for 
conversation over the Scriptures, confined 
to from one to two hours, and commencing 
and ending with prayer and praise, are also 
_ what I would most seriously inculcate. I 

ean speak from long experience of the in- 

terest and advantage of these meetings. 

When I commenced attending at Devon- 
shire Square, in 1798, the public services 

connected with the church were only in the 
morning and afternoon of the Lord’s day, 
and meetings of this description were often 
_ held at members’ houses on Lord’s day 
evenings; nor can I ever forget the pleasure 
_ myself and others experienced, particularly 
_ when one of the brethren (Abraham White) 
_ presided, whose benevolence of heart, power 
of prayer, and happy talent for judicious 
observations upon the chapters and hymns, 
~ gave to the meetings a most enchanting cha- 
acter. In 1801 short. exhortations were 
added, which a few of our number, includ- 
‘ing myself, delivered in turn; and the 
places would-sometimes scarcely contain 
the number that assembled, while every 


‘ah 
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sentiment, “It is good for us to be here.” 
In Ireland, also, particularly in Cork, which 
I frequently visited, I have often been de- 
lighted with similar meetings with Mr. Bur- 
net’s friends, and a select number of pious 
members of the established church, who 
spent numerous evenings together in this 
way very profitably ; and repeatedly I have 
been the only dissenter in a company of 
from twenty to fifty, whom I was specially 
invited to meet, to-conduct the exercise. 
And in Clonmel (my family residence nearly 
twenty years,) at the request of a pious 
episcopalian I formed a meeting at his 
house, which I believe is still continued 
, weekly, and was conducted in the following 


manner: every lady and gentleman brought 
their Bibles, and after singing and prayer, a 
short portion was read from Bagster’s Com- 
prehensive Bible; (we commenced with 
the Romans ;) and the marginal references 
being named, each read a reference in turn, 
which produced more or less conversation, 
until the hour for parting, when we sang 
the doxology, and prayed, and separated. 
After the first eight weeks I had to come to 
England, and then left the meeting to the 
superintendence of a worthy clergyman ; 
and in my subsequent. visits at home, I 
constantly found the meeting well sustained. 
T have often wished in England that such 
meetings were more frequent. I am sure 
that, under proper regulation, they are 
greatly calculated for usefulness ; and their 
encouragement would revive an old custom, 
“Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another,” &c. 
92, St. John Street Road, 
Oct. 3, 1839. 


S. Davis, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear S1r,—The great increase of letters 
since the new Postage Act came into full 
operation, renders it desirable to adopt every 
proper means of lessening the pressure thus 
occasioned. Now, many letters for London 
ministers, especially for those connected 
with our various public societies, are for- 
warded to Fen Court; often, no doubt, from 
a want of acquaintance with the addresses 
of our brethren; but, in many cases also, 
from a vague notion that the business of 
other societies is transacted from day to day 
at this house, as well as that of the Baptist 
Missionary Society. I shall be obliged, 
therefore, if you can find room, either inthe 


countenance seemed to express the same | 


body of your work, or on the cover, to insert 
the addresses of our leading metropolitan 
ministers, or, at any rate, of those who are 
‘engaged in connexion with our various pub- 
lic institutions. A line or two, also, in your 
“ Editorial Postscript,” directing attention to 
the subject, may be of use. 
Tam, yours, &e., 


Fen Court, Jan, 24. Joun Dyer. 


~ 
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A MemorrA has been presented to the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, respecting the versions of the New 
Testament made by Baptist Missionaries in 
India. The Committee of the Baptist Union 
prepared it, and subsequently, the Com- 
mittee of the Baptist Mission made itself a 
party to the transaction, by appointing a 
sub-committee to assist in its revision, 
Messrs. Dyer, Hinton, and Steane, who 
had been deputed for the purpose, present- 
ed it at Earl Street, on the sixth of January. 
They did not propose that it should be read 
at the time, it being long and argumenta- 
tive; but a printed copy was proyided for 
each member of the Committee, and each 
Vice-President. The deputation was re- 
ceived courteously, and the Memorial was 
referred to the consideration of the Com- 
mittee for General Purposes. It would not 
be proper, in the present stage of the busi- 
ness, to say more of this document than that 
it is worthy of the body from which it ema- 
nates; and that should it come before the 
public hereafter, as it probably may, it will 
evince to the intelligent and candid portion 
of the community, the strength of our cause, 
and the calmness of temper with which it 
has been defended. : 


As-some of the unprincipled papers which 
are accustomed to calumniate the Govern- 
ment of the country and all its friends, 
have insinuated that the recent imsutrec- 
tion in Wales was. fomented by Dissenters, 
we are glad to inform our readers that we 
have received assurances from seyeral quar- 
ters that there is not the slightest founda- 
tion for such a statement. Some of the 
Baptist Associations at their last meetings, 
aware of the prevalence of disaffection, 
thought it right to transmit to the Queen 
addresses expressive of attachment to her 
person and government. The. ‘‘Old Asso- 
ciation of Baptists” met in the heart of the 
district in~which the outbreak has subse- 
quently occurred; yet their “loyal and 
dutiful address” was passed unanimously. 
We are informed that its members were 
universally opposed to the movement, and 
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there had been no extraordinary services to 
excite, but a spirit of devotion and activity 
had been more habitual than formerly. The 
aggregate number of members in these 
twenty-one churches is 4,637, It was plea- 
sant to observe that the spirit of the ad- 
dresses and prayers which were offered on 
the occasion was not at all that of exulta- 
tion or self-complacency, but of conscious 
dependence, and anxiety lest the Holy 
Spirit, whose operations had been so gra- 
ciously apparent, should by any meaus be 
grieved and induced to withdraw. 


We rejoice in being able to announce to 
our readers that the design, which has long 
been entertained of establishing a Baptist in- 
terest at Islington, is at length likely to be 
accomplished. A neat and commodious 
chapel, situated near Islington Green, has 
been purchased, and arrangements are being 
made for its speedy opening. The parties 
concerned in this denominational movement 
are well known to the religious public; and 
we trust that their timely interposition, and 
the pecuniary liabilities they have under- 
taken will be met bya generous co-operation, 
on’ the part of our ministers, and of the 
more affluent members of the body. The 
chapel will immediately be put in trust, and 
an energetic effort be made to relieve it at 
once from the burden of a debt. We under- 
stand that Dr. Price is one of the parties 
who has effected the purchase, and that he 
is about to remove to Islington in order to 
take part in the conduct of the new interest. 
We are at the same time requested to state, 
that the report which is in circulation of his 
designing to occupy the pulpit is wholly un: 
founded, as the same ¢ause which compelled 
the resignation of his pastoral charge at 
Devonshire Square, continues utterly to dis- 
qualify him for the 
ministry. i 


_. The letter of Mr. Dyer Tespecting ‘the 


stated labours of the 


that ‘‘a more loyal and peaceable peo- 
ple are not to be found in her Majesty’s do- 
minions.” ae 


ower t 


beg to assure our_country correspondents 
P cxpeie tos 


The Annual Meeting of the Association movements of the breth this. E 
of Baptist Churches in and about London business has been confi -when _ 
was held a few days ago, when the returns j any thing sa n the sub- 3 
relative to numerical changes were unusu- -asthey 
ally gratifying. This Association includes i In 
but twenty-one of our metropolitan churches; | sed by Mr. 4 
but it appears that the number received by don ministers 
profession during the year has been 526; | esses for the 


and the clear increase 406, averaging more | 
than nineteen to each church. In some 
cases in which the additions had been large | ; 


4, 
es’ 


they were preceded by special meetings in- | Man’s Reponsib 


tended to promote revival; in other cases, | in the course of Febr 


work in’ the press, “Oni 
“which will peop eitishoas 
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_ Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Funds of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thank- 
fi fully received by the Treasurer or Secretary, at the Mission-House, 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street, 
I London; in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher Anderson, or H.D. Dickie, Esq.; in Glasgow, 
by Mr. Joseph Swan; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., Camden-street; at the Baptist Mission- 
] Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. James Thomas ; at Kingston, Jamaica, by the Rev. Joshua Tinson; 
aand at New York, U.S., by W. Colgate, Esq. 


Chapel. 
SALTER’S HILM, ST, JAMES’S, JAMAICA, 


School-Room. 


A 
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JAMAICA. 


SALTER’S 


HILL. 


Tur following historical sketch of the station at Salter’s Hill is given by our 


esteemed brother Dendy, the missionary residing there. 


The drawing from 


which the representation on the first page is taken was made by a friend from 


England, who lately visited the spot, 


Tur church now assembling at this place 
used to meet at Crooked Spring, about two 
miles distant from Salter’s Hill. It was for 
some years under the care of Mr. Moses 
Baker, a person of colour, who was called to en- 
dure much persecution, in consequence of his 
efforts to instruct the slaves in the things belong- 
ing to the kingdom of God. : 

In the year 1822, Mr. Baker, from age and 
infirmity, was unable to continue his labours, 
Mr. Vaughan, the proprietor of Crooked Spring 
and Flamstead, anxious to carry on what had 
been commenced, applied to the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society for a person to reside on his 
estates, who could instruct the negroes, and also 
engage in some secular employment. A suit- 
able individual was found, in the person of Mr. 
Henry Tripp, a carpenter, who was connected 
with the church in East Queen-street, Kingston, 
and proceeded, under the sanction of the So- 
ciety, to this station, where he laboured success- 
fully till the death of Mrs. Tripp; which in- 
duced him, on account of his family, to return 
to England. 

Mr. Burchell was ordained as a missionary in 
1823, landed at Montego Bay in January, 1824, 
and in the same month met the chureh and con- 
gregation, and commenced his labours by 
preaching from Luke ii, 10, “ Behold, I bring 


you good tidings of great joy.” Mr, Burchell | 


commenced preaching also at Montego Bay, 
where ~he_soon formed a church, In 1826, 
through ill health, he was obliged to take a 
voyage tou England. In the mean time the So- 
ciety sent out Mr, James Mann, who supplied 
his place during his absence, and co-operated 
with him after his return in introducing the 


Gospel to other places, and supplying the many 


who were hungering and thirsting after the 
means of grace, 

Tn consequence of the many calls for further 
assistance, Mr. Cantlow arrived in the island 
in December, 1829. He took charge of the 
Crooked Spring church, and laboured. with 
much acceptance, until he was obliged to leave 
the island in 1881, in consequence of ill health. 
During his ministry at Crooked Spring, the 
foundation-stones of Salter’s Hill chapel and 
dwelling-house were laid, The chapel was 
opened on the 27th day of December, 1831, by 
the Rev. Messrs. Knibb, Whitehorne, Gardner, 
and Abbott. Alarge congregation assembled, 


/of trees, at Greenwich Hill, a distance of six 


and Mr, Gardner preached a sermon appropriate 
to the occasion from the words, “And there 
they preached the Gospel.” This is the only 
sermon that ever was preached in that chapel. 
Disturbances breaking out among the negro po- 
pulation, served as a pretext to the enemies of 
religion to persecute the missionaries, and de- 
stroy their places of worship. This new chapel 
was destroyed by fire in the early part of Janu- 
ary, 1832, by a party of the St. James's militia, 
under the command of the captain stationed at 
Latium. 

In consequence of the return to England of 
Mr. Cantlow, as already mentioned, in 1831, 
the church was left destitute of a pastor, and 
the Committee sent Mr. Dendy to fill up the 
vacancy. He embarked from England in No- 
vember, 1831, with Mr. Burchell and family, 
who were then returning to Jamaica. On their 
arrival the district was found in a state of alarm 
and confusion, and the station to which Mr, D. 
was appointed deprived of both a chapel and 
dwelling-house. A continued series of persecu- 
tions, as well as time consumed in endeavour- 
ing to obtain redress for loss sustained in the 
destruction of Mission property, and the de- — 
fenceless state of the missionaries, rendered it 
utterly impossible to commence missionary la- 
bour at this place until the early part of the 
year 1835, Mr. Dendy, therefore, in the in- — 
terval, was engaged in preaching in various parts 
of the island, namely, Port Royal, Annatto 
Bay, and Buff Bay, in St. George's ; afterwards 
at Falmouth, Rio Bueno, and Stewart Town, in 
erelsveneyt assisting, also, at Montego Bay and ~ 

cea. 5 

The arrival of Messrs. Dexter and Hutchins, 
as well as the return of Messrs. Burchell and._ 
Knibb, who took charge of their respective — 
churches, left Mr. Dendy at liberty to supply — 
those to whom he was originally sent. _ i 

The church, during the absence of the means _ 
of grace among themselves, attended, as far as = 
they could, at Montego Bay, a distance of eight — 
miles, or met in the open air, under the shade 


i 


> 


miles, at which 
sionally held, eH a 

On the 31st day of January, 1835, a meeting 
of the church having previously been held, Mr. 
Dendy was unanimously chosen pastor ; and, on 
the 20th day of February the ordinance of the 


place Divine service was occa- 
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Lord’s supper was administered to as many of 
the church as could conveniently be present at 
Montego Bay. : 

The station was still beset with great difficul- 
ties. There was no place near the destroyed 
chapel in which the people could meet for wor- 
ship, or any place in which they could obtain 
shelter from rain. Towards the re-erection of 
the Mission premises only 10000. currency 
(6002. sterling) was in hand ; however, a service 
was held, preparatory to the commencement of 
building the premises, on the 4th day of April ; 
a rough-boarded temporary place was made for 
the minister to sleep in; and a shed made, of 
the branches of trees, for the congregation when 
meeting for Divine worship, 

The roof, windows, and doors of the chapel 
being complete, on the Ist of April, 1836, it 
Was opened for service, Mr, Burchell preaching 
within the walls, and Mr. Knibb without, the 
congregations amounting to about 5000 per- 
sons. 

The importance of a dwelling-house for the 
minister, and a school-room for the instruction 
of the young, induced the church and congrega- 
tion to resolve to erect a comfortable residence, 
and to build a spacious school-room. The 
foundation-stone of the latter-place, to measure 
58 by 29 feet, was laid on the 8th day of Octo- 
ber, 1836 ; and it was completed, and publicly 
opened on the 11th day of May, 1838. 

Notwithstanding the formidable expenses in- 
curred in these erections, the congregation con- 
tinued so much to increase, that, although a 
considerable number of members were dismissed 
in the early part of Mr, Dendy’s ministry, to 
form a new church and station, now known by 
the name of Bethtephil, it was determined to 
erect galleries, that should hold about 500 peo- 
ple and 400 children. This determination was 
met with cheerfulness by the congregation, who 
contributed liberally, at the commencement of 
the undertaking, and gave furtlier proofs of the 
hearty co-operation in this work at the tima the 
galleries were opened by Mr, Oughton, in the 
month of January of the present year (1839.) 
~ Inconsequence of the numerous engagements 
' of their minister, the church was anxious to se- 
: cure the assistance of a person as schoolmaster, 
' who would also be willing to undertake Sab- 
_ bath-day services, as he might be required, at 


ws 
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Salter’s Hill, Bethtephil, Maldon, or St. Eliza- 


beth’s ; accordingly an application was made to 
England, and a suitable person was found in 
Mr. T. B. Pickton, of Hastings, Sussex, who, 
with his wife, arrived in the island in the early 
part of 1838. Being acceptable to the people, 
he was publicly recognised as a regular ordained 
minister, in the month of January, 1839, when 
the Rey. J. Tinson gave the charge ; the Rev.W. 
Knibb took the introductory service, and asked 
the usual questions; and the Rev. T. Burchel! 
prayed the ordination prayer. The Rev. Messrs. 
Abbott, Hutchins, Clark, Dexter, and Ward, 
also assisted on this interesting occasion. 

The example of this Christian church is 
worthy the imitation of churches in Great Bri- 
tain. If the magnitude of their undertakings 
be compared with the smallness of their means, 
it must be acknowledged that they have done 
nobly. They have now erected a chapel with 
galleries, capable of seating 2000 persons, in- 
cluding children; a school-room, for a day and 
Sunday-school, which will accommodate from 
350 to 400 Sunday-school children ; a dwelling- 
house, 40 by 26 feet, for the minister; and are 
now erecting a house for the residence of the 
assistant minister and schoolmaster. The only 
assistance for these objects received from home 
is the 10007, currency mentioned in the former 
part of this statement. 

The assistant minister and schoolmaster is 
entirely supported by the congregation, except- 
ing such assistance as has been given by the 
Jamaica Education Society, and a few other do- 
nations from other sources, towards the support 
of the school department. 

If it be asked, How is all this accomplished ? 
the reply is, that every member and inquirer, 
who is able, contributes towards the object; and 
although-much is not given at a time, the fre- 
quency of their subscriptions, together with occa- 
sional donations for special objects, amounts to a 
considerable sum. If members of all Christian 
churches in Great Britain contributed in the 
same proportion, ten times the efforts made at 
present for the extension of the Gospel might be 
effected, 

It perhaps may be considered interesting ta 
state the progress of the church since 1835, the 
period when the present minister took charge of 
the station; it is as under:— 
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of Sunday-scholars, 396, 


‘The number of day-scholare reported on the 31st of Decomber, 1836, was 143; the number 
4 , : N t 
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SAVANNA-LA-MAR, 
DESTRUCTION OF THE CHAPEL BY FIRE. 


We have just received a letter from our friend Mr. Burchell, written at 
Savanna-la-Mar, which conveys the intelligence of a calamity which has plunged 
Mr. Hutchins and his affectionate flock in the greatest distress, On the night 
of Nov. 23rd, a store, or warehouse, in the same street as our chapel, but at 
the distance of 200 yards from it, took fire; and, owing to the combustible 
nature of the buildings, and ahigh wind at the time, the conflagration extended, 
till the chapel, newly built at the cost of nearly 4000/, currency, was totally 
destroyed, together with other property to a large amount. From subsequent 


information, we learn that this destruction was the work of an individual, who | 


cet fire to his own premises with a fraudulent design. He has since been 
taken into custody. 

We insert the letter of Mr, Burchell, persuaded it will not fail to excite the 
liveliest sympathy of our readers on behalf of our afflicted friends. We trust, 
also, that many will be disposed to assist, by contributions, towards rebuilding 
the house of God. The funds of the Society are so much more than exhausted, 
that no aid can possibly be rendered from that quarter ; but donations from any 


Christian friends who might feel it in their hearts to present them, will be very - 


gratefully received. 
Mr. Burchell writes thus :— 


My dear Sir,—You will, I have no doubt, be | burning for a considerable time within the store, 


surprised to receive a letter from me from this | so that, in the course of a few minutes after it ~ 


place; but our poor brother Hutchins is again | broke out, the whole house was enyeloped in 
involved: in the greatest distress. Twelve | flames. Through the violence of the wind, the 
months ago this very week, I came hither to | flames were so ungovernable that no one could 
commit to the grave the remains of his dearest | get near, so as to subdue their fury by pouring 


earthly friend,—-a season of mourning and sorrow | in water by buckets, and there was no fire-en- — 


which is now vividly before my mind. Little | gine to be had: the consequence was, the ad- 


did I expect to be called to spend the first anni- | joining house was kindled, and, in ten minutes, 
versary of that mournful event with him and | equally wrapped in‘flames. House after house | 
his poor people, in sympathy, under another | took fire, and the scene is described as awfully — 


trial, of a most painful and distressing nature. | terrific. Nothing could be done to obstruct the 


The house of God which he and his people had | progress of the destructive element. The con-— 


erected, under many, very many difficulties, | tinued violence of the gale, and the awful 
and which was just paid for, by their united and | ascendancy the flames had acquired, appeared to 
strenuous efforts, in August last, is now a ruin— | bid defiance to human effort, whilst they raged 
a melancholy ruin: nothing but the walls are | with terrific fury, spreading abroad desolation 
left ; and they, probably, will have to be taken | and ruin, : 


down in part, if not to the foundation, You As most of the houses are framed with tim- 


= 


& 


may imagine their deep distress. “ They are | ber, and boarded, and as all the roofs are shin- \ 


fed with the bread of tears, and they have tears | gled, all the inhabitants expected that the whole — 


given them to drink in great measure.” Their | strect, extending about half a mile, would be- 
harps are again hung upon the willow, and they | come a prey to the desolating elements. A 
are called to mourn at the remembrance of their | length, in about two hours from the breaki 
much-loyed Zion—* it is burnt with-fire ;” the | out of the fire, a shingle was blown upon’ 
scene is desolation, and what remains is a| chapel roof, the shingles of which caught, and 
roin, ; 

On the evening of Saturday last, between | anxiety and terror of were 
nine and ten o’clock (brother Hutchins was at | beyond description, as the chapel, being buil 
Pullers’ Field,) a fire broke out in a store, 200 | brick, appeared the only defence to, the who 
yards from the chapel premises. \ The wind, at | town; and when the roof fell.in, I understa 

the time, was blowing a heayy gale from the) that there was one general feeling and exp 
north, thus endangering the whole of the lower | sion of thanksgiving to God. The flames we 
part of the town, The fire, it appears, had been | pent up within its walls, the power of the | 


r | 
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upon them was consequently restricted, and | they have built. His own people will do what 
hope was inspired: nor was this hope disap- | they can; but he wants immediate assistance, in 
pointed; and the preservation of the most im- | order to commence immediate operations. He 
portant part of the town is attributable to this} must rebuild, and must begin forthwith, if he 
building, together with the efforts of the people. | can borrow but 500. to help him, till he can 
We do rejoice that the house of God, whilst it| obtain assistance from home. I see his embar- 
has proved a blessing to many immortal souls, | rassments and the affliction of his people; let 
has been a blessing to the community in this re- | me, therefore, my dear sir, urge you to bring 
spect, preventing such extensive and ruinous | the subject, without delay, before the Commit- 
desolation. tee; and I do sincerely trust that they and you 
The loss occasioned by the fire is estimated at | will address the most earnest appeal to the 
full. 50,0002, and all in the space of four hours. | Christian public for liberal and immediate as- 
A subscription is set on foot for the sufferers in | sistance. 
the town and parish, which amount will be di- Perhaps it is proper to add, that the people 
vided in proportion to the respective losses ; so | raised among themselves about 30002. currency 
that should one or two thousand pounds be| towards the chapel, though they were a small 
raised, the church would scarcely receive 100/. | number when brother Hutchins came among 
[have stated that the church had, by united | them, and even now they are not numerous, 
and strenuous efforts, just paid off their debt. | though increasing, so as to render it necessary 
They were contemplating building a school: in- | to build a larger chapel than the one now in 
deed, they were making preparations for the | ruins. The accommodation it afforded had be- 
same; and were anticipating, at the coming | come very inadequate to the increasing attend- 
Christmas, much enjoyment in the ceremony of | ance. The chapel was very substantial and 
laying the corner-stone ; however, their hopes | very plain: there was not a shilling spent upon 
are all blasted, and their joy is turned into | it that could be avoided: indeed, brother Hut- 
mourning. chins would not go to the expense of having a 
Brother Hutchins and his poor people are | pulpit until the dcbt was paid ; and as they were 
thus left perfectly destitute. Amore devoted and | contemplating an enlargement, nothing was 
laborious missionary than brother Hutchins | done in this respect. 
there is not among us, nor one upon whose la- In consequence of the destruction of the cha- 
bours and ministry God has put higher honour. | pel, the building of the school-room cannot be 
He has been signally favoured of the Lord, and | proceeded with, unless assistance can be obtained 
I am confident he will not now be forsaken of| for this purpose. There are many friends in 
Him. Iam persuaded, also, that the Commit- | England who hesitate to subscribe for rebuild- 
tee and the Christian public will not leave him | ing a chapel, who would not towards the ercc- 
‘to sink in his embarrassments : surely an appeal | tion of a school-room ; and assistance for this 
to the Christian public cannot bein vain. I | object will be most important for the people. 
‘trust that in this country all his brethren will |’ T am, my dear Sir, 
‘come forward to his help; but what will this 
be? so many of them are still involved in build- 
ing chapels and schools, or in debt for those | - THOMAS BURCHELL, 


Yours very respectfully, 


ie 


LUCEA AND GREEN ISLAND. 
a INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE FROM MR. FRANCIES. 


_. Unper date of the Ist of November our young brother, Mr. Francies, writes 
“as follows from this station; which, as our readers will remember, became va- 
cant by the removal of Mr, Oughton to Kingston. The manner in which the 
‘word has been received at Lucea and Green Island is highly encouraging ; and 
none can wonder that Mr. Francies should follow up the account he has given 
‘by a most earnest appeal to the Committee for aid in building a chapel. Want 
f room prevents our transferring this appeal to our own pages; and we are 
“pained to add, that absolute want of means will prevent any grant to this most 
desirable object from the Mission funds: should, however, any friends feel it in 
‘their hearts to help this interesting case, their contributions for that purpose will 
be gladly and thankfully received. ide : 
"For some time after our reaching this place, | seemed as though they could never believe an- 
“We had but little of encouragement: the people | other minister would remain steady with them. 
“Were broken-hearted with disappointment, and | They have been sadly neglected, and it was 
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hard work for them to place much confidence ; 
however, we were enabled, by the grace of God, 
to persevere, and we are now enjoying the fruit 
of our perseverance. We have now much joy 
and delight in our work, insomuch that we 
would not change our post on any account. 

Last Sabbath-day was a glorious day at Lu- 
cea. By moon-light, in the morning, not less 
than 2000 persons assembled at the sea-shore, to 
witness the baptism of 214 persons, many of 
whom are promising young people; and, on the 
approaching Sabbath I shall (p. v.) baptize about 
100. This is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” 

To attempt a description of last Sabbath 
would be impossible for, whatever language I 
might make use of, it would fail to convey any 
just idea of it, After the baptizing we returned 
to our house. At six we held a prayer-meeting, 
in which the Spirit of the Lord seemed poured 
out above measure ; and the services throughout 
the whole day were of the most interesting cha- 
racter; but upon this I must forbear. 

You are aware that at Lucea we have no 
chapel to meet in, the bottom part of our 
dwelling-house, which is only 35 feet by 42, 
being the only place appropriated to this purpose. 
It has long been far too small for the congrega- 
tion, and the people have long been promised a 
chapel, Of this I did not think much when I 
first came, but now I am compelled not only to 
think but to act. A few weeks ago it was found 
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lexpedient to put up a temporary shed, for the 
accommodation of the increasing congregation, 
which will hold 800 or 400 persons. This, 
however, was no sooner up than it was crowded 
jto excess; and now not a Sabbath passes but 
hundreds are found returning crying, because 
they cannot get near hearing room: andI have 
|them following me along the side of the house 
jas I go to the pulpit, with their tears running 
| down their checks, begging and praying, some- 
times in the most powerful manner, to give 
‘them a place to hear about Jesus. Many of 
|these have never heard the Gospel more than 
once. There are numbers now coming from 
| the estates, who have, as it respects their souls, 
| been living like brutes; but, having been once 
fed, they are hungry and thirsty, and they 
come crying for food: is it not hard that we 
should have the food, and not have room enough 
to contain the guests? We feel that they must 
|not be left to perish ; and, in order to help them, 
| L visit the estates, and hold evening services on 
them; and no sooner is it noised that I am 
at the large house on an estate, than numbers 
are flocking,—yea, on large estates, hundreds 
are assembled in a few minutes 

Our classes are all increasing: our church, 
also, is rapidly advancing. I suppose I have now 
not less than 150 persons waiting for examina- 
tion, and who will, most probably, be baptized 
at Christmas, 


CALC 


LETTERS FROM THE REY. MESSR 
WITH ACCOUNT 


Since our last we have been favou 


UTTA. 


S. W. H. PEARCE AND J. WENGER, 
OF THE VOYAGE. 


red with letters from our brethren, who 


sailed in the Plantagenet, and whose arrival was mentioned in our last 


HERALD, ' 


Under date of the 11th of October Mr. W. H. Pearce writes as follows to the 


Secretary :— 


My dear Friend and Brother,—In expectation 
of meeting, in the course of our voyage, with 
one or more vessels proceeding to Europe, and 
of being able, by their means, to send letters to 
our English friends, I had prepared for you a 
long communication, containing particularsof our 
pleasant and rapid passage on board the Plantage- 
net, No opportunity of the kind occurring, how- 
ever, and all further details on this subject being 
rendered unnecessary by the accompanying let- 
ter, prepared, at our request, by dear brother 
Wenger, I hasten to refer to some other parti- 
culars which appear to demand attention. 

Before proceeding further, however, I would 
mention, that, in consequence of our hurried 


departure from England, I was quite unable to} s 


“answer many letters which arrived at he time 


of our embarkation; I should otherwise cer- 
tainly have written to acknowledge the nume-_ 
rous expressions of Christian affection, and ge-. 
herous concern for our usefulness, which they > 
contained or accompanied, Will you kindly — 
permit this apology to appear in the HzRaxp, 
that the friends referred to may perceive that — 
we are not insensible to their kindness, which 
we have hitherto failed to acknowledge? In a 
few weeks I shall hope to address them indi- — 
vidually, 


you also have the kindness, through 


yout tnonthly publication, to inform the bene- 
volent ladies at Aberdeen, Alcester, Battersea, — 
Bigg! wade, Birmingham, Bramley in York- 
shire, 


dford in Wiltshire, Brighton, Ca 
Canthiidge)--Ohelteukisan, . Grae 
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Dunstable, Fenny Stratford, Great Driffield, ] them to a 


Hitchin, Hooknorton, Kettering, Leeds, Har- 
vey-lane, Leicester ; Devonshire-square, Salter’s 
Hall, and Spencer-place, London; Oxford, 
Portsea, and Portsmouth; Ripon, Shortwood, 
Tewkesbury, and Trowbridge, that their respec- 
tive contributions of useful and fancy articles 
were duly received; and, with the exception of 
two or three packages, which will follow us by 
the first vessel, have accompanied us on board 
the Plantagenet. As soon as they are disposed 
of in India, the generous donors may depend on 
receiving further particulars of the receipts from 
their contributions, and of the progress of na- 
tive female education, which they are designed 
to promote; meanwhile, they will kindly ac- 
cept our best thanks for their generous and 
most welcome aid. 

Weare also greatly indebted to the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, of Astwood, for his acceptable present of 
needles; to the “little girl with one hand only,” 
for the pretty piece of work which, even under 
such circumstances, her persevering benevolence 
had enabled her to complete; and to some 
other friends, whose names I have not now the 
opportunity of recording. 

You will imagine the eager anxiety with 
which, before entering the Hughly, we wel- 
comed the pilot on board, and with what plea- 
sure I heard from him that, to the best of his 
knowledge, no missionary or minister had died 
since Mr, Penney, whom he knew. Great was 
our delight to find this intelligence confirmed 
by welcome letters from brethren Yates and 
Thomas, which reached us at the mouth of the 
river; and by verbal communications with 
brethren Ellis and Parsons, who kindly met us 
before we reached Calcutta. We rejoiced to 
find that the lives of all the European mission- 
aries in the city, whether of our own or of other 
Societies, had been mercifully spared ; and that, 
with the exception of my amiable young friend, 
‘Ram Krishna, who died triumphantly in Jesus 
‘a few months ago, our native labourers were also 
all preserved in life, and appeared increasingly 

romising, as it regarded their future labours. 
Permitted, at the close of a most harmonious 
and prosperous voyage, to see all our dear asso- 
‘ciates land on missionary ground in good health, 
‘and to hear of the preservation in life of so 
“many we left behind ; informed of the extended 
“ysefulness of our beloved brethren and friends 
tof all denominations, and heartily welcomed by 


Ship Plantagenet, off Saugor Island, 
~ Sept. 24, 1839, 


Dear Sir, — Through the kindness of our 
eavenly Father, our voyage is already draw- 

to a close, although mee nae ae 
hardly elapsed sincé we took the last glimpse o 
‘the British coast, You will be pleased to hear 
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share in their labours and success, 
my dear wife and myself felt that the day of our 
second landing in Calcutta was one long to be 
remembered by us with gratitude and joy. 

A fow days after our arrival a meeting of the 
brethren was held, in order to assign to each, 
with reference to his peculiar qualification and 
views of duty, some particular sphere of useful 
labour. The meeting was a very pleasant one, 
distinguished alike by pious and friendly feel- 
ing. I would gladly send you the result; but 
some of the arrangements are contingent on 
doubtful circumstances, and it will therefore be 
better to await the next despatch. I may add, 
however, that after authorising brother Parsons 
to proceed to Monghyr, as originally proposed 
by the Committee, to occupy the place of bro- 
ther Leslie, who has at last agreed to try the 
effect of a voyage to Europe, we felt ourselves 
quite unable, with reference to the extended 
and promising spheres of labour in and around 
this vast city, to spare any other than bro- 
ther Phillips for the Upper Provinces. What 
station in that part of India, among the many 
which solicit our attention, shall be finally 
occupied, will be determined as soon as we 
know the views of our brethren in Hindoostan. 

This circumstance will tend, I doubt not, to 
satisfy the Committee that more missionaries 
are needed, and will lead them to send out, 
with as little delay as the procuring of suitable 
agents will permit, the other brethren whom 
they are pledged, in consequence of the gene- 
rous contributions of our friends, to supply for 
this vast country. 

IT am thankful to inform you, that from all I 
have yet had an opportunity of noticing since 
my return, I am led to conclude that, in almost 
every department of labour, there has been a 
very perceptible advance; much to evidence, 
not only that the agents of the Society have 
been active and persevering in their efforts, but 
that the blessing of God has evidently at- 
tended them. May the same blessing accom- 
pany the exertions of those who are now gra- 
ciously permitted to unite in their exertions ! 

We rejoice to find, by your last letter over- 
land, which reached us two days ago, that tho 
American and Foreign Bible Society have again 
sent you a noble donation in aid of translations. 
The amount is urgently required, and will, I 
am persuaded, be usefully expended. = 


We add the letter referred to from our brother Wenger :— 


both that our progress has been so rapid, and 


that we are all in tolerably good health, 


1, We experienced more contrary wind in 
the Channel than we had to contend with ever 
after, We were ‘not fairly out of land till 
June 26th, It was tantalizing to those of us 
who had friends at Plymouth, to discern Eddy- 
stone light-house for a whole day together, and 


& 
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It is hardly necessary to add, that whenever 
the weather was rough, or cold, or wet, the ef- 
fects of it were more or less felt by all. Mr. 
Pearce’s health scems to have been considerably 
improved by the voyage, especially since we 
emerged from the cold regions to the south of 
the Cape. 

3. The violence of the winds’ was not so - 
favourable to our occupations as it was to our 
progress: we had laid down plans of study and 
usefulness, but we could do much less than we 
anticipated. We all, however, pursued the 
study of the Hindoostance or the Bengalee lan- 
guage with a certain degree of regularity and 
success. One of our fellow-passengers, G. Mor- 
ris, esq., of the Company’s civil service, very 
materially assisted some of us in the acquisition 
of the former, while the rest gave their attention 
to Bengalee; but many were the mornings on 
which the one or the other of us felt hardly able 
to read an English book, much less to study an 
Indian language. 

By a mutual agreement between Mr. Innes, 
of the Church Missionary Society, and our- 
selves, it was settled that he should take charge 
of the soldiers,—at least of those among them 
who were professedly Protestants, for there were 
about forty Roman Catholics,—whilst we would 
endeavour to do something for the sailors; we — 
found them, however, so constantly employed, 
and ourselves so sadly affected by the motion 
and the weather, that, after repeated attempts 
had been made to carry into execution a plan 
which had been laid down for instructing them, ~ 
we were compelled to give up the idea of at- 
tending to them regularly : they were, however, 
constantly supplied with-a number of books, 
which many of them seemed to value, and to 
read with attention. 

One man, the captain’s cook, was taken ill in 
the second or third week. He lingered on till» 
the end of August;and was regularly visited; 
but the result of the instructions and exhorta- 
tions which he received will only be known to. 
us on the day when all secrets shall be made — 
manifest. s 

4. Our comforts were as numerous as they 
well could be on board a ship. Regularity, or- 
der, and discipline uniformly prevailed; harmony _ 
and good feeling reigned among the passengers ;_ 
and our intercourse with the officers of the ship 
was rendey.d very pleasant by their courtesy and 
kindness. Capt. Domett evidently was anxious — 
to make us as happy as he could. ‘With our 
brethren of the Church Missionary Society we 
felt united by the bond of brotherly love, whilst — 
among ourselves mutual esteem and affection 
seemed to increase day by day. But the regu- 
lar reourrence of devotional exercises was by us 
all considered ag one of the very greatest privi- 
ns | leges we enjoyed. After breakfast, and after 

Mrs, Morgan suffered much from the rough | tea, all those of us who were well enough od 
weather in the British Channel : indeed, during | sembled in Mr, Pearée’s cabin for worship. Our 

_ the first eight or tea days she was ‘dangerously | friends of the Church Missionary Society: y¢o. 
“ill, but the subsequent gales she bore pretty well. aS, 


vet to be separated from those whom theydoved 
just as effectually as if a distance of a thousand 
miles had intervened. But, from the day just 
mentioned till past the Cape Verd Islands we 
had a’constant succession of favourable breezes 
and fine weather. Then we were detained four 
or five days by calms and contrary winds, but 
we finally crossed the line on the 25th of July. 
Amusing accounts of the Iudicrous ceremony 
which took place on that day will probably be 
written by some of us to their private friends, 
but it would be absolute waste of time to make 
an attempt at describing it here. 

A few days afterwards (July 29th) we were 
admonished of the frailty of human life by the 
sudden deatii of one of the soldiers, who, whilst 
ascending from the steerage, fell-off the ladder 
into the hold, which had been opened for the 
sake of getting provisions, and expired two or 
three minutes afterwards, having broken his 
neck in the fall. 

We crossed the line again on the 15th of 
September, having scarcely had an hour's foul 
wind, and only two days’ calm. Since then 
our progress has been somewhat less rapid. 
Early on the 22nd we once more saw land, a 
pleasure which we had not enjoyed since we 
had passed Madeira. The pagoda of Juggernaut 
was the first object which presented itself to our 
view. To see this gigantic temple of the cruel 
idol as soon as we could discern the shore of 
India, and to see it on the morning of the 
Lord’s day, could not fail to produce powerful 
and solemn emotions in our hearts, and to 
strengthen the desire that we might arrive in 
India in the fulness of the blessing of the Gos- 
pel of Christ. 

2. Our voyage could hardly have been so ra- 
pid, had we not generally had boisterous wea- 
ther. Indeed, after the beginning of August, we 
lad a heavy gale regularly once a week, which 
would begin at three or four in the morning, 
and continue all day. We experience that 
they “that go down to the sea in ships, that do 
business in great waters, these see the works of 
the Lord,and his wonders in the deep.” The 
tempestuous weather was as the solemn voice of 
the Lord, calling upon us to watch and be ready; 
but at the same time it reminded us that, to 
the Christian, death ought always to appear as 
the gate through which he enters heaven, and 
obtains admittance to the mansions which Christ 
has gone before to prepare for him, 

The physical effect of the most violent one 
of these gales upon, the delicate frame of Mrs, 
‘Phillips was very painful: she was obliged to 
keep her bed for three weeks; but sinee the end 

of August she has gradually been recovering her 
~ strength, and will probably enjoy her usual good 
health when the excessive heat abates, and when 
_ she finds hersolf once more on dry land. ~ 


‘stantly joined us, Mr. Innes took: his turn. in 
= ; | S > s ; z, ve 
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conducting family worship, as we used to call 
it; and the two German brethren were only 
prevented from doing the same by their reluc- 
tance to pray in a language which they could 
not use so readily as seemed desirable. 

On the Lord’s-day morning Mr, Innes always 
read the church service, after which he preached 
one Sunday, and two of us on the two succeed- 
ing Sundays. The evening service was left en- 
tirely to our direction. Only four times the 
weather allowed the service to take place on the 
quarter-deck, where the soldiers and_ sailors 
could attend: every other time we assembled 
in the cuddy [the dining-room.] <A lecture was 
delivered every Wednesday evening in Mr, 
Pearce’s cabin; and Monday evening, when the 
weather permitted a protracted service, was de- 
voted to a prayer-meeting. Mr. Morris and his 
daughter attended quite regularly on all these 
various occasions. Mr. Morris likewise took 

_ the Lord’s supper with us. In Mrs. Tilley, the 
wife of one of the sergeants, we found a sister, 
she being a member of the church at Agra. 
Occasionally two or three of the other passen- 
gers attended our daily devotional exercises, but 
none of them so regularly as we could have 
wished. 

Such, dear sir, is a sketch of our voyage. 
Those numerous friends who commended us to 
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the,protecting kindness of our heavenly Father, 
will rejoice to find that their intercession was 
so graciously answered by him, and feel encou- 
raged to persevere in praying for the coming of 
the kingdom of Christ. 

The thought that we are so near the scene of 
our future labours fills our hearts with mingled 
feelings of expectation and humiliation; for 
“ who is sufficient for these things?” But we 
trust in him whose grace is sufficient for us; and 
we pray that we may be more and more filled 
with that Spirit, who taught the apostle to say, 
“ None of these things move me; neither count 
I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” 

All the brethren and sisters unite with me in 
presenting their kind regards to yourself and 
Mr. Evans, and many other esteemed friends, 
for whose names there is not sufficient room 
here. Please to remember me kindly to Mrs. 
Dyer, and the friends at Camberwell; and be- 
lieve me eyer to be, 

Dear Sir, 


Yours affectionately, 


J. WENGER, - 


ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF THE REY. JAMES PENNEY. 
(Concluded from p. 117.) 


In his character as a Christian were displayed 
sincerity and love, zeal and consistency. He 
had a deep-rooted aversion to all hypocrisy, and 
a perfect hatred of it in matters of religion, 
This impression was so strong that it saved him 

~~ from many of those unhappy feelings, which he 
- would otherwise have experienced from the 
-knowledge he had of the depravity of human 
. nature. His heart did not condemn him, and 
_ therefore he had confidence toward God. He 
was a lover of all good men, and one who de- 
lighted in the triumphs of redeeming grace, by 
whomsoever they might be obtained. He was 
forward in every good word and work to the 
-extent of his power; and the good he did in one 
place was not marred by the evil he did in an- 
other. He was not the saint abroad, and a 
_ tyrant at home; but.a regular, steady light, re- 
_ flecting, as a star of the first magnitude, the lus- 
tre of Divine truth on all around him. 
His efforts as a preacher of the Gospel were 
only occasional, till he lately took the charge of 
the Bethel. In all his discourses simplicity and 
order were observable, There was often much 
* point in his observations, which told remarkably 
well on the honest character of the sailor, and’ 
_ which invariably secured the attention. He was 
_ alwaysan acceptable preacher ; and had his edu- 
cation and. practice been made to bear directly 
‘s upon this work, there isno doubt he would have’). 


- 
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been one of the first order. But it was as a 
teacher of youth that he was most distinguished : 
in this capacity he was admired and loved by all 
who came under his instructions. He formed 
a high estimate of the importance: of his work, 
and this is always essential to inspire the mind 
with ardour and perseverance in a difficult. un- 
dertaking. The light in which he viewed it 
may be seen in the following extract made from 
one of his sermons :— 

“ Another legitimate part of the work of the 
Lord is the instruction of children. We will 
not call it, as some do, a secondary considera- 
tion, but a primary one, because the work of 
the Lord cannot prosper without it, anymore 
than a fire can be kept up without fuel. -Edu- 
eating the rising generation, training them in 
the fear of the Lord, guiding them in the paths 
of virtue and piety, is indeed the work of the 
Lord. Nothing bids fairer for the future wel- 
fare of the church, than the attempt every where 
made to impart to children moral and religious 
instruction. It will not only better the moral 
condition, but promises to perpetuate to future 
ages the name of our adorable Redeemer. It 
will prove a blessing to millions unborn when 
our bones are mouldering in the grave, and 


| when our spirits are with God. David says, in 


tho language of prophecy, ‘ Thou shalt arise, 
and have mercy on Zion, for the time, yea, the 


w 
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set time to favour her is come ; for thy servants 
take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust 
thereof.’ Children are these stones, and his 
servants take pleasure in them when they adopt 
means to instruct them in the way of the Lord. 
This is the first process by which they are shaped 
and prepared for a place in that building, which 
shall be to the praise and honour of our Redeemer, 
who is the chief corner-stone. By these means 
we shall erect a superstructure more magnifi- 
cent and beneficial than the temple of Solomon. 
No part of the work of the Lord is more inte- 
resting and encouraging, for we have seldom to 
say, ‘Unto whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
vealed The toils and labours of this depart- 
ment meet with a rich reward: the tender 
plants under our fostering care grow up under 
our eye; they bud, they take root, they blos- 
som, and bear fruit. What has proved more 
beneficial than Sunday-schools? How many 
plants have they introduced to the church, to 
the ministry, and to the missionary field! One 
of the most useful and zealous missionaries now 
in the field with us once related the following 
circumstance in his life :—‘ When a youth, as 
I was wandering about the city in which I lived 
on a Lord’s day, heedless and careless, in pass- 
ing down one of the streets, I was arrested by 
the sound of singing. I went to the door to 
listen, and, while riveted to the place with at- 
tention, one of the teachers entering, laid hold 
of me, and thrust me into the room. I was 
soon noticed by the other teachers, and placed 
in aclass. It pleased the Lord to bless the in- 
struction: I joined the church; the church 
called me to the ministry; and when in the 
ministry my soul yearned for the salvation of the 
heathen. The simple circumstance of thrusting 
me into the school was the turning point in my 
life; andalthough I could never after recognize 
the person, yet, whoever he was, he was to me 
an angel of light.’ 

“ This is not a solitary instance ; many more 
are on record. The Methodists, a numerous 
and useful body of Christians, haye acknow- 
ledged that-nothing has proved more beneficial 
to their denomination than their schools for the 

_gons of ministers: it has furnished them with 
efficient members, faithful ministers, and zealous 
missionaries. 

“Our brethren at Ceylon have seen the good- 
ness of the Lord in this department of labour. 
One of the most useful men in this country, 
though but little known, except to our respected 
East Indian friends, was a Mr. Burney. To 
say that he was the means of the conversion of 
a hundred persons would be saying too~little, 
If the Christian churches in this country ex- 
pect to vie with those in Europe and America, 
more must be done in training up our youth, 
and instructing them in the truths of the Gos- 

el, that the man of God may be ‘ throughly 
urnished for every good work,” that there may 
bo a seed, a generation to sérve the Lord, and 
that the work of the Lord may appear unto his 
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servants, and his glory unto their children. All, 
then, who are engaged in preaching the Gospel, 
and instructing the rising generation, are en- 
gaged in the work of the Lord.” 

The secret of our friend’s success in teaching 
appears to have lain in the rare union he exhi- 
bited of authority and kindness. He let his 
pupils know that he was their master, and he 
made them to know equally well that he was 
their friend. By his authority they were led 
to try to do right; and by his kindness they 
were made afraid to do wrong. It is nothing 
but the combination of these qualities, with 
competent knowledge, that can make a success- 
ful teacher. All these our friend possessed, and 
hence the high esteem he justly secured among 
all his pupils, and the satisfactory proof they 
have given of it since his removal. 

Beside his missionary brethren, and the im- 
mediate circle of his friends, the following in- 
stitutions or bodies will severely feel his loss : 
—The Benevolent Institution, of which he was 
so many years the teacher; the Bethel, which he 
had undertaken to supply on the Sabbath; the 
Baptist Auxiliary Missionary Society, of which 
he was the active secretary; the church in Cir- 
cular Road, of which he was a worthy deacon ; 
the Ladies’ Society for Female Education, of 
which he was the president; and the Juvenile 
Society, of which he was always the zealous 
friend. 

For a man that was living to Christ in so 
many ways to be removed, though it may be to 
his eternal gain, and to the happiness of the 
church above, is a great affliction to the church 
on earth. When he preached in this place on 
the first day of the new year;little did we ima- 
gine that the light which was burning and shin- 
ing in the midst of us, was so soon to be extin- 
guished. But the deed is done; and since He 
who has done it loves his own cause better than 
we do, and is able to raise up other instruments 
to accomplish his purposes, we bow with submis- 
sion to his holy will, and to the inscrutable 
dealings of his all-wise providence, and say, “ The 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, and 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

The removal of our friend was very sudden. 
The disease by which he was removed was the 
spasmodic cholera, which is very rapid and pain- 
ful in its progress. Elijah, conveyed to glory 
in a chariot of fire, scarcely disappeared more 
suddenly, or entered more quickly into his rest, — 
The day in which the cold hand of death was 
laid upon him was his birth-day; and it was a 
very singular coincidence of events, that his 
birth, his arrival in India, and his death should 
all have taken place on the same month, and on 
the same day of the month. On that day I was 
invited to dine with him. I met him a little — 
after four in the afternoon, in good spirits appa- _ 
rently, though I afterwards learned he was suf. — 
fering at the time, and vainly wished him many 
happy returns of the day,—never for a moment — 
thinking that wae to be the last birth-day he 
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would keep, and much less fancying that it was 
to be the last day of his life, 

While sitting at the table I observed he par- 
took of no food, and asked the cause. He re- 
plied he did not feel well, and shortly after- 
wards retired from the table. Mrs, Penney first 
went to see what was the matter, and came and 
asked me to see him. From the coldness of his 
hands and head he appeared to me like one 
death-struck. Medical aid was immediately 
called in, and every means used to check the 
disease, and produce a re-action in the system, 
but all without the desired effect, The sickness 
and some other symptoms of the disease were 
arrested, but the cause still continued to work 
internally ; and under it our friend was in great 
pain, and exceedingly restless through the night, 
and at eight o’clock in the morning expired. 

The first remark that he made to me, after 
he lay down on the couch, was, “I shall not 
go down any more.” ‘This alarmed me at first, 
though I afterwards found, by his repeating it, 
that he meant only to say, he felt too prostrate 
to go out again that night. Being in great pain 
he could speak only at intervals. While under 
paroxysms of pain, he said several times, “ It’s 
hard work.” Once he said, ‘‘ Well, there is a 
country where there is no pain, for there will be 
no sin there.” As the disorder increased, I 
asked him if he thought he was going. He re- 
plied, “ Yes, I suppose I am ; it is rather unex- 
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pected, but it is of no consequence, for I sup- 
pose death always comes unexpected at last.” 
T asked him at another time how he felt in the 
prospect. He answered, “I am not afraid to 
die ; I have no elevated joys in the prospect, but 
I have a firm bold on Him who is able to 
save ;” evidently alluding to the passage, “ I 
know in whom JI have believed,” &c. I in- 
quired of him again, whether he found the pro- 
mise true, and the grace of Christ sufficient. 
He said, “ Yes, sufficient to prevent all mur- 
muring, Sinner as | am, what have I but that 
grace to trust toP By that I am what I am,” 

To the doctor, early in the morning, he ob- 
served, as he had done to me, that he was not 
afraid of death. To one who came to see him 
he said, ““So you have come to see how I be- 
have myself at last.” To another he said, “ All 
is well—all is well.” 

Perceiving that life was drawing rapidly to a 
close, I asked him once more if he had any 
thing he wished to communicate before he left 
us. He replied, “Take care of my wife and 
children : I commit them to God. Let brother 
Ellis take charge of my papers in the tin box, 
To Lucy [his wife] I leave what I have. That 
is all; and so my affairs are soon settled.” Af 
ter this he continued gradually to sink away, 
till at length he expired in peace, without a sigh 
or tear, or groan. “ Blessed are the dead who 


die in the Lord.” 


Home Proceedings. 


DEPUTATION TO SIR LIONEL SMITH. 


On Friday, December 20th, a Deputation from the Committee waited, by 
appointment, on his Excellency, Sir Lionel Smith, G.C.B., the late Governor 


of Jamaica, at his residence in Eaton-place, Belgrave-square. 


The Deputation 


was received by Sir Lionel with the utmost courtesy ; and the high testimony 
borne, in conversation, to the valuable services rendered to the colony by our 
missionaries, and to the exemplary conduct of the negroes under their instruc- 


tion, was very gratifying. 


We subjoin a copy of the Address read by the Secretary of the Society, and 
_of the Reply received from Sir Lionel a few days after the interview. 


TO'SIR LIONEL SMITH, G.C.B., &e. &c. &c., LATE GOVERNOR OF 
JAMAICA. 


WE wait upon you, this morning, Sir Lionel, 
as a Deputation from the Committee of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. We are gratified 
with an opportunity of personally offering our 
respectful congratulations on the return of your 
Excellency to your native land, and our warm 
and grateful acknowledgments of the firm and 
efficient. protection you have uniformly ex- 
tended toward our missionaries in Jamaica, 


The post which your Excellency was chosen 
to fill was, from the circumstances of the period, 
peculiarly arduous. Under your government a 
very important and momentous change in the 
social condition of the labouring class, in the 
principal slave colony of Great Britain, had to 
be conducted to a successful issue. Many se- 
rious difficulties stood in the way, arising, how- 
ever, not from the character and dispositions of 
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the many, but the supposed interests of the few. 
Much depended on the wisdom, firmness, and 
moderation of the individual who, at such a 
crisis, acted as the representative of our gracious 
Sovereign ; and, as friends of the negro, we re- 
joice, and beg to felicitate your Excellency that 
a Governor was found equal to the occasion, 
That a small class in the island, chiefly, we ap- 
prehend, among those least interested in its 
permanent prosperity, should have opposed, 
thwarted, and misrepresented your measures, 
was no more than might have been expected. 
An ample compensation has, however, been 
awarded to your Excellency in the warm and 
lively gratitude of an emancipated peasantry, 
who have proved themselves every way worthy 
of the boon conferred upon them. By them, 
and by their posterity, the name of Sir Lionel 
Smith will be repeated, with affectionate venera- 
tion, for many, many years to come. 

We cordially thank your Excellency for the 
promptitude you have ever shown to afford pro- 
tection to our faithful and devoted missionaries, 
than whom, we are convinced, Jamaica contains 
no men more decidedly the friends of peace, in- 
dustry, and good order; ard for the counte- 
nance given to their attempts to shield the Ja- 
bouring class from oppression, and to train them 
up as virtuous and enlightened citizens. To 
the unexceptionable conduct of our brethren, 
and the utter falsehood of the calumnies which | 
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have been so industriously circulated against 
them, we feel assured your Excellency, on all 
proper occasions, will be ready to bear testi- 
mony. And we trust that, in the honourable 
gentleman who has succeeded your Excellency 
in the responsible office from which you have 
retired, will be found a Governor possessing, like 
your Excellency, the sagacity to discern merit, 
even though covered with reproach and ca- 
Jumny, and the resolution firmly, calmly, and 
impartially to sustain it. 

We learn that the just favour of our gracious 
Sovereign has confided to your. Excellency the 
care of another colony in the distant East, cir- 
cumstanced, in some respects, like that. from 
which you have lately retired. Permit us to 
assure you, Sir Lionel, that our carnest and de- 
yout wishes will attend you to that new sphere 
of honourable service. May Divine Providence 
favour you with health, and peace, and length of 
days, and make you the instrument of confer- 
ring benefits as important to the labourers in 
the Mauritius as have already been communi- 
cated to that class in Jamaica. And may the 
Supreme Ruler, who assigns to all mortals their 
stations in this transitory life, and to whom 
each one of us must shortly render our account, 
crown every inferior mercy by bestowing on 
your Excellency, through the merits of his Son, 
that favour which is the sure and blessed pledge 
and earnest of glory everlasting in his presence! 


BWaedaeP sD Ye 


Gentlemen,—I thank you very cordially for 
your kind address of congratulation on my re- 
turn to England. 

The ministers of your Society in Jamaica have 
not only deserved well of the oppressed negroes, 
but have been of the strongest support to her 
Majesty’s yovernment in that colony, by giving 
effect. to those measures of amelioration which 
ultimately terminated in freedom. 

It was my duty there to see that great mea- 
sure, so dearly purchased, completed in all its 
objects ; but it was the constant endeavour of 
the planters, notwithstanding compensation, to 
preserve to themselves the advantages of sla- 
very. 

The calumnies so industriously circulated by 
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the planters against the ministers of your church 
have been proportioned to the good they have 
done in exposing oppression, and guiding the 
negroes in their moral and religious improve- 
ment, 

_The abuse of such men is quite harmless, and 
will never, I hope, deter the friends of the ne- 
groes in this country from watching. over their 
interests, ~ ‘ 

I thank you, Gentlemen, very sincerely, for 
the expression of all your good wishes; and I 


would beg to assure you, I shall always enter- ~ 
tain a grateful sense of the benefits I witnessed 

from the labours of your Mission in Jamaica, 

(Signed) LIONEL SMITH. 
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A VILLAGE CONTRIBUTION. 


Amonc the Contributions reported this month, is a sum of 5d. 11s. 9d. from 
Milford, an obscure village, in the southern part of Hampshire. The following 
modest recital, by the worthy pastor, accompanied the remittance of this sum. ° 
We trust its insertion may be benefical, not to the cause of the Mission only, 
but to many other churches through the kingdom, whose circumstances may be 
similar to those of our friends at Milford. 


I THINK there is something encouraging in 
the fact that nothing has ever been lost to the 
Christians who have contributed to the cause of 
God, when it has been done with a single eye 
to the glory of God, and with a view to spread 
his Gospel throughout the world. This fact has 
been clearly elucidated in our own case : I have 
now been three years at Milford ; our people are 
exceedingly poor ; nearly the whole of them agri- 
cultural labourers, most of them with large fa- 
milies; The first year I was with them we did 
nothing for the missionary cause, nor for any 
other society : at the close of the year we found 
we were behind in our incidental expenses, and 
also in the amount promised for the support of 
the minister. The next year 1 endeavoured to 
lay it upon the hearts of the people that we 
should try to do a little for the Missionary So- 
ciety and other institutions. Many of our peo- 
ple were fearful that if this were done the mi- 
nister would still be worse off; but I thought 
otherwise, and still pressed the subject on their 
minds. After much prayer on the subject, and 
a visit from the Rev. Eustace Carey, we raised 


2l, 15s. We also assisted several other causes 
in a small way ; and at the close of the year we 
were no worse off, but of the two rather better 
than the year before. 

This year we have raised the inclosed sum 
and paid all our incidental expenses, and the 
amount for the support of the minister has in- 
creased more than was promised ; and thisis the 
more encouraging, when you are informed that: 
this year we have had an expense of near 10Z. in 
repairs, alterations, and new chandelier and 
branches, which were requisite. 

When I first came to Milford, very many of 
our poor people, living at a great distance from 
the chapel, used to go home at the close of the 
afternoon service, so that about from forty to 
fifty were the whole of our evening congrega- 
tion, but now-we have an increased attendance 
in the evenings of between 300 and 400, which 
compelled us to increase our lights. 

Pray for us, that our heavenly Father may 
keep us humble, and continue to smile upon us, 
and make us more than ever useful in his 
blessed work. 


CONTRIBUTION FROM RUSSIA. 


Our readers will observe, in the List of Contributions given this month, an 
amount of 9/. 9s. 5d. from some Christian friends, who have emigrated from 


their native land, and settled in southern Russia. 


This contribution was for- 


warded by our much-esteemed friend and brother C, C, Tauchnitz, of Leipsic, 
who writes thus, under date Dec, 7, 1839. 


_ You are aware that the German Mennonites 
have formed several colonies in the south of 
‘Russia. The largest-of them, near the river 

Molotschna and the sea of Asof, now consists of 

forty-three villages, and is constantly increasing. 

The last of these villages was built by a con- 
gregation who emigrated from Prussia six years 

ago. They called the place ‘“ Gradenfeld,” 

[field of grace.] I was personally acquainted 
with them, and know several of their members 

to be men of evangelical piety. They always 

felt much interest for the Mission, and conti- 
nued to do so in Russia, where they maintained 
monthly prayer-meetings for the purpose. They 
now send me sixty-five Prussian thalers, as the 
“sea of their collections, and desire me to 
‘orward this money to you; because, as they 
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state, among all missionary undertakings. they 


know of, they feel most attached to your Soci- 


ety. They wish to have a receipt from you, 
which I beg you to forward me on a separate 
leaf ; and as these dearfriends are not acquainted 
with English money, I desire you particularly to 
state in your receipt that.the amount of the in- 
closed bill of 92. 9s. 5d. is the just equivalent of 
sixty-five thalers, Prussian currency, 

This little donation may be considered as a 
first-fruit from this congregation since they have 
‘been in that part of the world ; and I atm con- 
vinced that many good wishes, tears, and prayers 
of simple piety, mounted up to the throne of 
grace when it was collected. May a blessing 


remain upon it! 


a 
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LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES, &c. 


EAST INDIES. — Calcutta, Rev. James 
- Thomas, Aug. 27, Jan. 9; E. Edmonds, Aug. 
26; Rev. J. D. Ellis, Aug. 27, Jan. 9; Rev. 


Rey. John Hornby, Nov. 12. Lucea, Rev. E. 
J. Francies, Nov. 1, (two.) Mount Carey, Rev. 
Thos, Burchell, Noy. 2 ; Savanna-la-Mar, (with- 


a mi 


W. Yates and other's, Sept. 21; Rev. G. B. 
Parsons, Oct, 8;~Rev. W. H. Pearce, Oct. 11, 
(to the Treasurer,) Noy. 9; Rev. John Wenger, 
Sept. 24. Serampore, Rev. W. Carey, Aug. 
23. Cutwa, July 7. Patna, Rev. H. Beddy, 
Noy, 5. 


out date.) St. Ann’s Bay, United Missionaries, 
Noy. 14. Old Harbour, Rev. H. C. Taylor, 
Noy. 12, Dec. 5, Brown’s Town, Rey. John 
Clark, Dec.4. Falmouth, Rev. Wm. Knibb, 
Nov. 26. Port Maria, Rev. D, Day, Nov. 26. 
Mount Charles, Rev, W. Whitehore, Nov. 26. 
Savanna-la-Mar, Rey. J. Hutchins, Noy. 27. 


CEYLON.—Colombo, Rey, Joseph Harris, 
Sept. 19, Oct, 14, 


BAHAMAS.—Nassau, N.P., Rev. Thomas 
Leaver, Sept. 20; another, without date, re- 
ceived Dec, 30. 


———— 


WEST INDIES. 


_ JAMAICA. — Kingston, Rev. 8. Oughton, 
Noy. 4, 21, Dec. 7. Rev. Josh. Tinson, Dec. 6. 
Bethtephil, Mrs, Baylis, Oct, 5. Port Antonio, 


HONDURAS.—Belize, Rev. A. Henderson, 
Sept. 19, Oct. 1, Nov. 22, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


THE thanks of the Committee are respectfully | a friend at Westbury ; 
presented to the following, viz., to friends at 
Plymouth, for a case of articles for the Rey. 
Thomas Burchell; to Mr. R. Jones, Totten- 
ham ; Mr, Spurden; Mrs, Bridgewater; Oxford; 


and T.C., for parcels of 

Magazines, Reports, &c., for the use of the Mis- 

sion; and to Mr, W, Vickers, Nottingham, fora 

box of lace for Jamaica. : 
Fen-court, Jan. 18, 1840. 


: xX 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


In order to avoid the inconvenience of so many of our ministering brethren 
in the country leaving their congregations on the first Lord’s day in May, the — 
Annual Meeting of the Society will be held, Providence permitting, on Thurs- 
day, the 30¢h of April next. Exeter Hall is engaged for the occasion, and — 
Sm Currine Earptry Suiru, Barr., has kindly promised to preside. Two — 
Sermons will be delivered on the previous day, and the Committee are happy 
to aunounce that the Rev. Jonn Evsracr Gites, of Lrrps, and the Rey. | 
Tomas Fox Newman, of Nairswortx, have consented to be the preachers, 

Further particulars in due time, a A By 


yp. = 


x 


‘High Wycombe, by D. 
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Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from December 15th, 
1839, to January 15th, 1840. 


LONDON AND ITS VICI- 
NITY. 


Busca. 

Subscriptions. 
Major Bradford... et ea 
B. Birmingham .. 1 F-0 
Miss Conder ...... 1 3-0 
Mrs. Masters......0000. 2 2 0 
ts Seay <toeal |) 


Donations. 


Rev. James Hargreaves 5 0 0 
E.T., proportion of daily 
consecration to reli- 
gious PULPOSES ssereeere 1 1 0 
Salters’ Hall Chapel ‘Sun- 
day-school, by Mrs. 
Chevely ..-seccsseeseereee 
Renthwark Negro’ sFriend 
Society, by Mrs. Kitson, 
for Mr. Phillippo’s 
SCHOOIS ssseveeseeseseneers 0 


ee 


1112 6 


—_——— 


1l 6 


Auxiliary. 
Marylebone Auxiliary, 


by G.T. Keyes, Esq. 33 0 0 


Berkshire. 


Sunninghill, by Rev. G. Chew. 
Coll, at Missionary 
Prayer-meetings .. 2 2 
Wokingham :— 
Juvenile Society ..... 
Heelas, W., Esq. .. 
Heelas, W., Esq., jun. 
Heelas, Mr. John,...+ 
Heelas, Mrs. John ... 
Letchworth, T., Esq.. 
Milne, Rev. J. ecocseers 
White, Mr., Hartley 
ROW serersvesveesvaveeece 
Woodrow, Rev.G. ... 


aor 


SS SHOSoMA 
eo ecocccoon oc 


woloo CRrRRPReHEA 
=e 


_ 
_ 
is) 
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Buckinghamshire. 


Speen, by Rey. H, Bedding. 
Collection . satecedestucees 0 


BWingrave and Aston Abbotts, — 


by Rev. Thos. Aston. 
Weekly subscriptions 110 0 
Mrs, Grace . 010 6 


—s— 


20 6 


Hearn, Esq. oss 45 18 11 


* eed 
Cambridgeshire. 
ray, Eaton Soken :— 
Mr, 8. Hawkins, pro- 
r fits Of a SHEEP sereere 


enema 


015 of 


Hos. -d. 
Harston :— 
Coll. by Miss E. Foster 4 12 
Haddenham :— 
Moiety of collection at 
Annual Meeting, 
OUT OINOViccnevsscccsse 2 Oe Onn O. 
Ladies’ Association... 219 8 
Miss. boxes by 
Miss Martha Wayman 0 8 0 
Miss Eliza Wayman. 0 5 2 
Miss Mary M. Rose... 0 7 0 
Miss Brand www 8 6 3 
Miss Garner ... 016 0 
Miss Bailey .... , -O=-9=56 
Mrs. Howlett........... 010 6 
Rey. Geo. Bailey...... 0 11 3 
Subscriptions :— 
Mr. Jas. Biddall....... 0 5 0 
Ditto, for translations 010 6 
Mr, John Biddall...... 0 5 0 
Rey. Geo. Bailey...... 0 5 0 
DG EOispcccsecensoscses dai O me O 
Mr. Wm. Camps ..... 010 6 
DUGG Scsvtevesinsehoese OO 
Mr. John Cockle...... 0 5 0 
Mr. J.Dimmock ...... 0 5 0 
Mr. John Read........ 0 10 0 
Mr. Thomas Rose .... 05 0 
Fi 05.0 
010 0 
14 4 4 
Willingham :— 
Collection at Public 
MECHiDg. reserve 6 0 0 
Melbourn, by Rey. Jas. Flood. 
Collection ...++++ 514 6 


Missionary boxes... 
Rey. J. Medway(sub. ) 4 REM S(t} 
A friend .,,.0.. (don.) 010 0 


Cornwall. 
Cornwall Auxiliary, by 
Rey. J. Spasshatt. 
Chacewater ..... 


pete 
Falmouth... 8 


NWWHSRASS 


shee enwoerereerenee 


St. Austle.,, 


om 
toto 


Essex. 
Sible Hedingham, by Rev. 


R. Langford. 
Coll, by Miss Morrig. 110 0 
Miss. Prayer-meeting 111 6 


8-1. 6 


&s. d, 


Hampshire. 


Hampshire Auxiliary, by 
J. George, Esq., Treasurer, 
Andover :— 
Collection \isswssscscsese la 9-8 
Small subs. and profits 
on books 
Subscriptions :— 
Mr. James Baker..,... 2 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill... 4 
Donations :-— 
Mr. James Baker....., 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill...... 
Mr, T. B. Millard... 1 


12 10 


55e.2 <6 
Ashley :— 
COM|CtION osrrccrerserress 1 0: 0 


Beaulieu Rails :— 
Collection .iccsseseres 2 0 


Blachfield Common:— 


=COlNSCHON s:ccssacssscssen 1 0 
Broughton :-— 

Collection secre 9 O O 
Boxes by 

Miss Saunders ...0e0. 212 6 


Mrs. Smith .... 213.56 
Sunday-school. 015 2 
a 
Lymington :— 
Collection Sisvartesteave tO LO <0 
Juvenile Association. 416 0 
Sunday-school ditto... 2 0 0 
Miss Allen...» 102.0 
A Friend...+. 100 
Mr. Furner.. i PEA 
100 
Mrs. Millard...... 010 0 
010 0 
010 0 
Mr, Upward. ooesicwae 10 0 
24 1 0 
Newport. I. W.:— <=: 

Collection ee ae 
Subs. by Mrs.Starling 0 10 0 

Mr. Trestrail, for 
Translations ws... 010 0 


Niton—I. W. 
Collection secre 1 4-2 
Wallop :— 
Collection aevaasaue 2183 
Mrs. Coomb’s box... 2 1 9 
oe 
* 5 0 0 
—_— 


i? 
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Bs. a. sande Laine 
Wellcw—I. W. Oxfordshire. Elmer, MY. scaciscsssevs, 0 100 
Mr. Hollis...... (sub.) 0 10 0 | Oxfordshire Auxiliary, by Everett, J,.D,, Beg... Le) 8 
A Priend sccscccsvecst.s 0- 2 16 T. Bartlett, Esq., Treasurer. Francis,-Mr. J. O..... Y 1 0 
—- Abingdon ......0006 6 6 Hannah, Mr.John ... 010 0 
012 6 | Arlington Box .,......+ 0 6 6 Lacey, Robert, Esq... 1 1 0 
———— | Bourton-on-the-Water. 15 7 6 Neeve, Mr. J.. 010 0 
Whitchurch : Burford.. rok Te <0 Noteutt, John, “Esq. Vis ete 
Collection .....++. 7 7 4/| Chipping Norton . 14.6 0 Ridley, Mr. Js5, SCMscesi> Lit BO 
Two Sabbath- school _ Cirencester ......-. 710 8 Ridley, Mr. W.. Fo try 
classes., 4 0 8| Ensham..... 1," 6 8 Ridley, Mr. H. jun. 010 0 
Coll. by R. Benham.. we 110 0 | Fairford.... » 310 2 Sprigg, Rev. J.. Bhd Waki 
Mrs. Davis... wee 010 O! Faringdon...... - 8. 5° 0 Thompson, Mr. R. se DeLee 
Miss Scorey ..... 010 0} Hook-Norton « 10.260 Sundry small sums by 
Mr. Netherclift, 1 0 0| Lechlade ,... §.15-/0 Collectors ... 9 0 0 
Mr. Chappel.... 1 0 0O| Oxford . Pe ee Bee Collected at Henley, a 
Mr. Butt.. 0 15 20, |(Stow.<.s0+.- 211 6 Mr. S. H. Cowell . 8 83 
Mr. Jos. Tanner .... 0-10 0| Woodstock .. saute 10 0 0 Mr. Isaac Bass......++8 Q 10 0 
Mr. Fletcher, Long- — 
AUT SE cesses 100 *196 ony 27 «9 84 
Mr. Dunn, Basingstoke 1 0 0 — ce 
Geo. Twynan, Esq. ... 0 10 0 | Oxford (additional) :— Stoke Ash :— : 
Mr. Davies ...(8UD.) 2 0 0 Coll. by Miss Colling- Collection... ..cerersee 1 14- 6} 
Ditto..... .(don.) 5 0 °0 wood, for schools in > 
Mr. Scorey ......(sub.) 2 0 0 Caleutta ., eseseee 917 6 | Stradbroke :-— 
Dittossessecec(don.) 5 0 0| Ditto, in Spanish Town, Collection .cscseseeee 9 13 3h 
— JAMAICA screvssveceee 8 0 Collected by 
83:18 0 a Miss Bush 21, .d.csscsoa0e 0 
— 18 8 6 Mrs. Bayles .... + 6 
Milford, by Rev. F. Wills. — Mrs. Cockerill .. ey =8 
COHECHON <...ccccccrsese 2 Somersetshire. Mrs. Chenery .. be 0 
Collected by Bristol :— Miss M. Darby.. 0 9 0% 
Miss Wills ...:.4 114 0 Thos. Boyce, Esq., for Mrs. Goldsmith 013 0 
Miss A. S. Wills ......1 4 6 native agency in Miss Girling..... - 0.12 0 
Miss Brookman .. 0.6 8} Jamaica ......0008 100 0 0 Mrs. Robinson...... 0.12: 6 
Miss A, Penny... 0 2 6 —- Sunday-sch. children 0 9 54 
Suffolk. Mrs. Garrod csscoeseseee O 15 cd 
5 11 8} Collected by Rev. Jas. Sprigg. ee 
—| Eye:— 12 8 OF 
a Collection after ; <2 
sey yd Hertfordshire. Sermon «sss setae ef Sussex. 
ew Mill :-— Public Meeting... tener 2 «5 6 ighton, by Rey. W. Savory. 
FrienG.vesrcsscevecerrreee 2 0 0 Sunday-school children, eae — S 
error en pag aise 2 0 0 General Marshall ... 1 0 0 
Lancashire. Aghfoi, MicG..ca.. 10 0 Sn tank oaal l a 
Bolton :— Buchanan, Mr.. 010 0 Edward Polhill, Esq. 010 0 
Rev. W. Fraser.sssesees 4 0 6 Friend, A ... ee! =e — Laney Bsqtasryerniss e000 ae 
Ditto, for native Ditto .. 012.0 : — 
preacher in India Freestone, ‘N Revs 010 0 : 310 0 
Tor two yearS,....... 20 0 0 Gissing, Mr. S.. 012 6 ‘ 
— Hayward, Mrs.. 015 0 iltshire. 
24.0.0 |"S4Wallhs, Mra.eacasae: 0 100 rete 
Small sums.is.s oie 2 16 10 | Ra seorrsosersesereesveeres 3:10 0 
Collected by. Mrs. Cason. ; _ J. Rodwa 
Norfotk. Beales, Mr.and Mrs. 010-0 <%%e Pntaliyueeec, 110 0 
By Rev, J. Sprigg. ~€ason,; Mr.and Mrs... 1 1 0 ‘ — 
Diss :——_ Day, Misses sci 0 10 0 a0 @ 
Collection, www... 4.-°5° 0 Hunt, Mr... seer 10.2020 —_le 
Tuvenile Association. 9 9 6| Scott, MrS.scscsese 010 0 WALES, 
—. - i Ee “ ye 6} Short & Sons, Messrs. 010 0} nolan:— 
= Jeffes, ESq.s.seerseees 0 Small sumsiiicccntan Aol 6 po O78 
P a box, by Mrs. ee Mr8, Cason's Mist. box DalOaU By Rev. W. Jenkins eats 
ES sseseeesseessoenen 0 MALL SUMS vrverveeseree O 9 7 SCOTLAND. 
Sums under 10s... Fide . ce or Montrose Penny-a-week 
1616 0 — raters by Mr. A. eet 
. ats 3 Ipswich : we, a a ALSON, JU sess eee ereere 
Shelfanger :— Stoke-Green Society. 
Collection wes 2 4 0| _ Subscriptions :—. Wee the 
F. O. Taylor, Esq... 1 1 0| Bayley, Mrowsseeeee 1 0 0 German ES Y 
Ditto, Miss, WONG ir 2 rw Bayley, Mrs. Jisseueee 010 0.| ern Russia, by Mr. 
———| Burton, Mr. JM... 1 1 0], CAC. Pauchnitz...c00 
512 0| Christopherson, Mr.G.1 1 0 Amste Bee 
fs pare, Christopherson, Miss E.0 10 Of} Widow’s mite, by Mr. 
Cobbald, Miss wi... 0 0-19 o| 1 B. Millard ses gananeees 
Northamptonshire. Cowell, Mr. 8. H. 0 | Rotterdam :— ‘ 
Cowell, Mr. Geo. iivee : 10 0}. Mr. HOSKEN cvs sss ervens 


Guilsborough Ladies’ 


AgSOCLALION csoveey oovovn 2.12 1 


“of this sum 997. 0s. 10d. had 
been previously acknowledged. — 


Ws TYLER,’ PRINTER, 5, BOLT-couRT, LONDON, - 


sy" e 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen's 
Row, Walworth; by the Rev. J. Dyzr, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rev. SterHen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
Mitiarp, Bishopsgate Street ; ©. Burs, Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; SANDERS, 104, 
Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by tie Rev. 
C. Anperson, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. 
J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, Dublin; by Mr. J. Horxins, Bull Street, 
Birmingham ; and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


W. M‘Apam writes ;— truth. Yea, the most humble Christian may 
be useful in a waste vineyard. 
Rev. Sir, On the 23rd, on my way to Killala, I met 
With the deepest feelings of gratitude, | a pauper on the road. After salutation, we 
praise, and thanksgiving, to the God and | began to talk of the goodness and mercy of 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the God | God manifested in various ways. We talked 
in whom we live and move and have our | freely of the death, sufferings, and resurrec- 


Dee. 31, 1839. 


being, for his merciful and kind protection 
of me and family, I deem it necessary to 
give some account of my labours through 
the bygone month. Indeed I had many 
pleasing and favourable opportunities of 
exhibiting the love of God manifested in 
the gift of his dear and well-beloved Son, 
who became a propitiation for our sins. 
Out of the many opportunities, 1 shall only 
select a few, and only sketch the outlines, 
First, then, on the 9th of December, I set 
out to visit the schools, some of which are 
going on prosperously—fully determined to 
feed my fellow-mortals with that meat that 
erisheth not, but endureth unto eternal 
ife. 
On the 10th I was invited to a strange 
village, which I never visited before, about 
one mile above Crossmalina, where I was 
received kindly. I availed myself of the 


favourable opportunity, and exhibited the | 


plan of salvation, contrived in the counsels 


of eternity, but manifested to the apostate | 


family of Adam in the fulness of time. In 
one of the cabins into which I entered, I 
found a very intelligent man indeed. Though 
living in a remote place, yet he read the 
| Holy Bible, which is able to convert sinners 
to God, through faith in the sweet promises 
of God, which are yea and amen in Christ 
fesus. We spent the night in sweet con- 
| versation about the sovereign mercy of God. 
I read and prayed. The next morning we 
‘conversed again about the mortality of man, 
nd the immortality of the soul: then 
prayed. This man, according to his testi- 
mony, which [ believe, was instrumental in 
the havia of God, of weaning one indivi- 
dual from idolatry and superstition to wor- 
ship the God of Israel in spirit and in 


tion of Christ; the awful depravity and 
corruption of the human family. I then 
quoted many important texts of Scripture, 
(in the Irish language, which delighted him 
much. J then showed him that we must be 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
| incorruptible seed, by the word of God; 
, and the man solemnly professed he firmly 
believed that man’s heart must be changed ; 
and we shook hands, to meet again, God 
willing. 

On the 26th I visited a very old woman, 
/nearly ninety years of age, who is greatly 
| alarmed in consequence of her misspent 
| life, in the neglect of public worship and 
' the erdinances of God’s house. She now 
weeps bitterly while I all her attention to 
the free grace and sovereign mercy of God. 
On that day I read to her the fourteenth 
chapter of John, called her attention to the 
import of the chapter, then prayed with 
her, while she wept bitterly, squeezed my 
hand, and prayed fervently to God to bless 
'me. There was a poor papist woman pre- 
sent, who exclaimed, ‘* What a comfort to 
hear the blessed word of God read and ex. 
plained,” and then thanked me kindly ; and 
| till I left their hearing, she continued talk- 
| ing about the love of God, &e. 

On the same day I visited another pa. 
tient—a very old, woman, confined to her: 
bed these three years back, and worn to a 
skeleton. She welcomed me warmly, I 
asked her how she felt; she replied, in 
strong accents, though broken, “ Under the | 
mercy of God.” I then read to her the 
, first, second, and third chapters of Colos- 
sians ; exhorted her to exercise true faith in 
the atonement of Christ; gave her a faint 
account of the glory, felicity, and happiness” 

te) 


\ 
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of the heavenly world, &. While exhort- 
ing her, two papist young men came in, and 
two: nominal protestants. One of the pa- 
pists read the Scriptures in the various 
houses he was at service in; but when the 
priest came to hear it he prevented him, 
and now he is a most bitter enemy of the 
truth, He asked me, Does not the Scripture 
say that there is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, and one church? Certainly, said 
I. Where did all that died before the 
death of Christ go to? To heaven, said I. 
No, said he. Where then? said I. To 
limbo, said he. Absurd! said I, indeed. 
We then entered into a smart discussion, 
which gave me opportunity, from the infal- 
lible testimony of Scripture, to disprove all 
his absurd questions, and completely foil 
him. His comrade gave it against him, and 
said, without flattery, he could not believe 
the priest when he says no. protestant can 
go to heaven. I pointed out to him what 
the church of Christ is, and what are the 
qualifications of those which constitute the 
church of Christ. Since I commenced 
reading the Scriptures to my fellow-mortals, 
I never met with a more unreasonable man 
in his arguments. Oh! that the period 
may shortly arrive, when prejudice, bigotry, 
and superstition shall pass away before the 
clear shining of divine truth. 


R. BEAtTy writes :— 
Dec. 29; F839. 
Rey. Sir, 

_ In taking up my pen at this time to ad- 
dress you, I am led to reflect on what the 
Lord has been doing by us through the 
course of the last year, and what we have 
now in prospect; and am led to conclude 
that we have cause to rejoice and be thank- 
ful: but I am persuaded that it will take 
eternity to disclose what the Lord is effect- 
ing through the- instrumentality of his word. 
Indeed, those whe bring the word to the 
cabins of the poor, and converse with them 
freely respecting those things which belong 


to their everlasting peace, may perhaps form: 


a feeble idea. I have often seen the poor 
Roman Catholic near his last moments, 
with uplifted hands, rejoicing in the hope of 
the gospel, and this alone through the in- 
strumentality of reading the word; and 
such cases frequently unknown to any but 
myself; and I could: point out oneto you 
at the present time, which I believe I told 
you of when I last saw you. © i 

I am free to. say, that I believe E never 
before have seen such prospects of good 
being done as at the present. The minds of 
the poor Roman Catholics seem in a great 
degree prepared for the reception of the 
word. On the 15th instant, at a wake, 
where about forty were present ; and on the 
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same day, at a funeral, where about two 
hundred were assembled, I spoke to the 
people in the way of conversation, having 
recourse to very many passages of Scrip- 
ture setting forth that there is free salvation 
alone through the Saviour. All who heard 
were very attentive, and seemed willing to 
receive instruction. Great good seems to 
be doing through means of prayer-meetings 
and reading classes. I can mention one 
reading class which I think is a little extra- 
ordinary. J. D., who this time twelve 
months had his cabin open for card-players, 
and was indeed a wicked character, by 
means of hearing the word read in my 
house was brought to a knowledge of the 
evil of his ways, and of the love of the 
Saviour ; evidently believing that “ there is 
no other name under heayen given among 
men whereby we must be saved.”’ This 
poor man has diligently applied himself to 
learn to read; and, having had but very 
little knowledge of spelling, now in less 
than three months he can read pretty freely. 
He goes and reads for his parents, friends, 
and neighbours ; and is devoting nearly his 
whole time, both night and day, to the 
study and reading of the Scriptures; and 
not only so, but, in the village where he 
resides, there are three others, all Roman 
Catholics, who can read well; and each 
being provided with a Testament, they 
form a reading class, and each reading a 
verse in their turn, are seeking for divine 
instruction ; and he has told me, that always 
when he reads, he prays for the teaching of 
the Spirit, that the Lord would give him an 


understanding. He often remains in my — 
house by night, reading and receiving in- — 


struction, until my family are ready to retire 
to rest, and then ‘he is glad to join us in 
family worship. 

In looking over my journal, I find that 
the number of family visits, &e. is ninety- 
four, and fifteen of these have been visited 
from two to seven times each. d 


Extracts from the Journal of Mr. BERRY, © 


for a month, will give a better idea than we — 


can otherwise communicate of the way in— 
which our agents are employed :— 


Oct. 1st—Visited in themorning, preached — 


at Rahunabrovgh in the evening. 2nd— 
Visited at Clash ; preached at Poor-man’s 
Bridge in the evening. 3rd—Lectured at 
Emo; waited upon the Earl of Portarling.. 
ton for aid towards our society. 4th—Re-— 


turned from Emo ; preached, the day being 


very wet, in a vill: 


great attention. 6th—Preached at Abbey- 
leix in the morning, and at Mr. Case’s in. 
the evening. ‘th—Went to Kilkenny ; 


e near Maryborough, to 
a good many people who flocked together — 
in a cabin from. the wet; was heard with — 


: 


sc 


his exertions, nor anticipate much 
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lectured in the street; attendance bad; | where he shall reap if he faint not. When 


some interesting conversation 
8th—Returned from Kilkenny; preached 
at brother Case’s in the evening. 9th and 
10th—Visited both mornings ; lectured at 
Ballyroan; preached at Maryborough. 
11th & 12th—Returned from Maryborough; 
visited Clonadel school; preached in Ab. 
beyleix; preached in Rahunabrough. 13th 
—Preached at Kyle in the morning, and at 
noon in the open air; baptized Mr. Samuel 
Golden ; many Roman Catholics present. 
14th and 15th—Returned from Kyle; 
prayer-meeting; preached at Mr. Case’s; 
visited at Ballyeagle. 16th and 17th—Lec- 
tured at Clash; lectured at Poor-man’s 
Bridge; preached in Maryborough at noon, 
-and at 7 o’clock in the evening. 18th, 19th, 
and 20th—Returned from Maryborough ; 
lectured at Corbally; lectured in the mar- 
ket-place ; preached at Abbeyleix and 
- brother Case’s. 21st and 22nd—Visited 
both mornings; prayer-meeting ; preached 
at Rahunabrough. 23rd, 24th, and 25th— 
Lectured at Donmore; preached at Mary- 
borough; lectured at Ballyroan; visited 
each day. 27th and 28th—Preached at 
Kyle; Roscrea; visited most of my con- 
gregation in Roscrea; day very wet. 29th 
—Visited Miss Antessell near Birr; lec- 
tured there ; several Baptists here destitute 
of a pastor. 30th and 31st—Returned 
home by Mountrath and Maryborough; 
_preached in each of these towns. 


With the above journal, and that of other 
months, Mr. BERRY writes :— , 
= Jan. 3, 1840. 

My dear Sir, 

I feel truly grateful to the Father of all 
our mercies, that I have been permitted 
to close another year in the field of labour, 
and to commence the present with renewed 
hopes, and I trust with renewed ardor in 
his service. The year that has just passed 
away has been as usual one of much. politi- 
cal excitement, with its accompanying share 
of discord and strife. The Christian, how- 
ever, can stand. aloof from these scenes ; 
and whilst the seeds of dissension are being 
sown, he will scatter around him the pre- 
cious seed of the gospel, and endeavour, by 
his perseverance and prayer, to bring down 


the dews of heaven to water and bring to 


life the seed of the word. The man of the 
world must have doubts connected with 
all his plans, and at the close of the year 
cannot look back with real pleasure upon 
for the 
time to come; but. the Christian can stand 


beside the cross, and raise his Ebenezer 


upon the last day of the year, and without 
the least doubt look forward for promised 


_ blessings—a good harvest awaiting him, 


in Irish. | I look back myself to the time when the 


Lord first manifested himself to my soul, 
and when I think of the renewed blessings 
attending me every year since, I dare not 
but look forward with joyful anticipations 
of prosperity to the present year. Indeed 
I think I can see a brighter light than the 
morning’s dawn, just ready to dissipate 
some of the thick clouds that have so long 
overshadowed our land, and have been al- 
most impervious hitherto to the rays of 
light. For the past mercies to our society’s 
labours, I can call upon my soul to bless and 
praise the holy name of our God; and for 
future operations I trust that we may be 
found diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord, and waiting for the salva- 
tion of God. 

The efforts at present which are made by 
the Roman Catholic priests, especially in 
the south, will I trust be a means, or at 
least lead to the evangelization of Ireland, 
and, I would earnestly pray, to their own 
conversion, A priest (Mathews) some time 
ago took upon him the presidency of a total-_ 
abstinence society ; the result is, that thou- 
sands, yea, tens of thousands have taken 
the pledge. Other priests have taken up 
the subject; and it is almost incredible to a 
stranger, but such is really the faet, that 
none of these thousands have been known 
to violate the rules. In several towns the 
spirit dealers have given up their licences, 
and have opened coffee-houses; and it is 
now as common to hear the people at fairs 
and markets call for coffee, as heretofore for 
the poisonous and intoxicating draught. 

Some there are to be found who can see 
nothing in all this but a system of Ribbonism. 
What a pity that party feeling should run 
so high; but I am sure that a careful ob- 
server of passing -events can, in the rapid 
progress of temperance, behold the hand of 
the Lord fulfilling his own purposes and 
executing his own wise designs. The Na- 
tional Board, in connection with other soci- 
eties, are doing much to educate, and have 
already done much; the Temperance Society 
will humanise the wild Irishman; and if we 
have the field cleared of its most deadly and 
poisonous weeds, we may expect great 
things. I think, at this particular time, 
every Christian’ is called upon to attempt 
great things; and even should correspond- 
ing results not: immediately attend, we will 
have the pleasure of doing what we could. 

Upon looking over my daily journal for 
the year; I find that I have preached 251 
times. What are we to expect from an ex- 
hibition of. the cross to 251 congregations ? 
Three thousand were converted under one 
sermon, the eunuch was converted under 
vanother, and Lydia’s heart opened under a 
third.. We have no instance, I believe, in 
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modern times, of the conversion of thou- 
sands ina day; but may we not hope that 
many hearts have been opened and many 
trembling sinners led savingly to the cross. 
I am anxious to do all I can; and I 
would very respectfully ask you to give me 
assistance. If it be not too much, I would 
beg of you prayerfully to consider this part 
of the vineyard. What I would suggest 
would not much increase. your expenditure, 
You will please consider that 1 have no 
reader at Abbeyleix, no reader at Marybo- 
rough, no reader at Roscrea, no reader at 
any of my principal stations. Men well 
qualified to assist offer at present in desti- 
tute places. Maryborough is a large town, 
and there is no Scripture reader there. The 
gospel, it is said, is not preached in the 
church, and the only dissenting minister, 
Mr. W. D,, is ready to go over to the church 
when an opportunity offers. I would wish 
to preach there on Lord’s-days at 12 
o’clock; but some assistance would be ne. 
cessary. A young man of good report, a 
Baptist, who has at presenta salary of £70 
a year, offers te come and assist, at a salary 
of from £30 to £35 a year. He would 
teach a school in the mornings ; read, hold 
meetings for prayer, and exhort in the even- 
ing. Another offers, at a low salary, to 
reside at Abbeyleix—a man of no family, 
well reported by the brethren, and a mem- 
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ber of one of our churches. Another offers 
to spend a few hours every day at Scripture 
reading at Donnoghmere, at a salary of £6. 
And a fourth could be engaged at Kyle for 
the same. At the other places I have friends 
to assist; and would only beg ef you to 
allow me to engage these four. This year 
I shall, I trust, be able (as the chapel 
presses not upon me) to collect something 
more considerable than last year; at least I 
will not fail to get fer you all the assistance 
I can. I hope, after your next meeting, 
you will be so kind as to allow me to pro- 
ceed with vigour. IfI had a horse myself, 
I could preach more frequently, and watch 
more vigorously the growth of the word: 
however, this I do not press; but the read- 
ers, 1 am most anxious about them. I 
know the advantage of preaching at a sta- 
tion where a good reader resides; and you 
will please excuse me if I have pressed too 
urgently. 


It will be exceedingly painful to the 
Committee not to comply with the above 
request for readers; but with much more 
than exhausted funds, they dare not yield 
to it. Oh for a more believing and liberal 
assistance to Christian efforts, in a country 
long barren, but now beginning te repay 
our toil! 


Receipts to the end of December, 1839. 


£8. da. 

Mr Burks, jus. (GUD, iss seve nceassessncare’ debe 
S. E., by Mr. Millard (with a bundle of 
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Mr, Dent, Milton, Northampton.,......... 100 

Loughton, after sermon at Mr. Brawn’s, by 658 


e re! ee ate ee cere cere esac teey 

Collected at the Baptist chapel, Rochdale, 
r a lecture by the Rev. E. H. 

Nolan, Manchester..+.++sccersasey 4 

Preston Female Association. Rey, W. 
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A gscote, .—sub. by Mr. Burls.... 

Mr. Burls (ub ree A ie 


Collected by Rev. S, Davis: 
Stanningley..........e00805 
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Gl Wesses coves ‘ 
By the] Rey Mr. Shirley, Sevenoaks : 
‘Ladies’ Associatio' 
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W. Harrison (sub.)....+seesseees . { 1 % 
T. Read (don,)...-. : . 010 0 
Friends ..2cctoeeeees 019 0 
| Lewes, by Mr. Dyer...... - 800 
Hitchin, Miss Hepburn... ~ 3008 
Woolwich, Mrs. Robson.... See ae 
EME BOG (GUB2) redessn gees eseecannves! qousee tate 
Argyle-square chapel, per R. Irvine........ 312 9 
Mrs, Burisics..isuls es agsezedes-ch trecsceeeene 25 0 0 
MY. JecWs UMerretuielsscrcess as cece neue wetede 500 
By the Rev. W. Knowles: 
George Cave, Hackleton (annual)........ 1 0 6 
JOBD Cayesnee cesaqees ue cede ddesvesseevesviey 010-0 
ey CAVC..cevsecuveses cores ccsesesere 0 10 0 
FL HRIGRUNR der cacwcectenae ecoeetteees vc. OIG UE 
MrwGoo arte c seasedistisdesvaies obese «cee OG : 
Mr. STI CHON danciaslsiands aise seitrmsineniced ow O 2 6 
Mrs. KnowleS. ....<.ccvescoem vevses oosss 0 2 G 
Collected by Rev. John Cole, in Essex and 
BUROUK 2, 000 cnccsescnaasaneseguaunes BAT 
Collected by Rev. G. Francies, Ipswich.... 19 § 
fd... 1 0 
ow. 313 
Collected by Rev. F. Trestrail, am.-+- 3 12 
am.., 110 
; ae Be : 
‘ x [Norw: . 
| Church Street, by Mr. Elmore ....sssssese0. 20 0 
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